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LIFE OF THE AUTHOR. 



Juan Pbbez db Pineda, author of the " Epis- 
tola Consolatoria," was born, near the end of 
the fifteenth century, at Montilla, a city of An- 
dalusia, famous for its wines, and the native 
place of el gran capitdn Gonzalo de Cordova, 
of Lucas Jurado de Aguilar, and of the 
brothers Morales. He no doubt became dis- 
tinguished by his character and talents for 
business in the court of his sovereign, Charles 
v., for we find him residing with the Duke 
of Sesa at Rome, in the spring of the year 
1527, in the capacity of Secretary of Legation. 
On the Duke of Sesa's departure, it appears 
probable that he removed to the house of Don 
Pedro de Salamanca, or to that of his brother, 
the bishop Antonio de Salamanca, contiguous 
to the Spanish church of Santiago, in the 
Piazza Navona, which is the site of the Circus 

A 
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AgonaliSj and still preserving its form. These 
honses and the church of Santiago were then 
the property of the Crown of Spain, and re- 
main so to the present day. 

Juan Perez was resident here in May 1527, 
when the city suffered the memorable assault 
and pillage by the Emperor's army, consisting 
chiefly of Spanish and German troops, under 
the command of the Duke of Bourbon, who 
was killed in directing the attack. It is more 
than probable, it was from Juan Perez himself 
that Juan Vald6s became acquainted with 
the particular incidents of that terrible catas- 
trophe, which he applies to his argument for 
a reform in religion, with so much wit and 
fine satire, in his " Dialogo de Lactantio y un 
Arcididnoy In this dialogue, Juan Perez is 
mentioned by name among the principal per- 
sonages who suffered, in common with the 
rest of the Emperor's subjects, in the indiscri- 
minate plunder of the city. The ^'Arcidiano*'* 
is represented to say — "At least some regard 
should have been shown (by the Emperor's 
troops) to those Spaniards and Germans who 
were his own subjects and officials ; but ex^ 
cepting the Spanish church of Santiago, and 
the house of Don Pedro de Salamanca, Am- 
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bassador of Ferdinand, King of Hungary, 
and of Don Antonio de Salamanca, who is 
now Bishop Gurcense, there remained neither 
palace, church, nor person that escaped plun- 
der, or who were not put to ransom, even to 
Secretary Perez, then residing in Rome, in 
the name of the Emperor." 

The Germans held the persons of the clergy 
at Rome in such utter contempt and hatred, 
that the life of an ecclesiastic was in the 
utmost danger, unless, habited as a soldier, he 
appieared to belong to the army. The hazard 
and privations that Juan Perez suffered, 
during the occupation of the city by the 
Emperor's troops, are described, with further 
particulars, in the fragments of two letters, 
written at the time, from Rome, and ad- 
dressed to the Grand Chancellor, Mercurino 
de Gatinara. 

After suffering, in return, the miseries of 
faniine and pestilence which it had itself 
inflicted upon the proud and guilty city, the 
relics of the invading army withdrew from 
Rome. Before the liberation of the Pope, 
Juan Perez resumed his diplomatic business. 
The humiliated and captive pontiff — 

** Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, fallen," 
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was not in a position, had he so desired, to 
delay the concession of whatever the Emperor's 
representative might solicit of him. Perez im- 
mediately made use of the favourable occasion 
to obtain from Clement a pontifical brief in 
favour of the writings of Erasmus. In a letter, 
dated the 26th June the same year, he writes 
to Charles V. — " I supplicated him (Clement 
VII.) also for a brief for the Archbishop of 
Seville (Don Alfonso Manrique, then Inquisi- 
tor General), that he might have authority 
to silence those who oppose the works of 
Erasmus ; for at the time of his departure, the 
Grand Chancellor (Mercurino de Gatinara), 
wrote to me to do so. His holiness sent to 
inform me, that I might ask it by memorial 
of the Cardinal Santicuatro; and I have done 
so accordingly. I will urge the request, and 
if I should obtain the brief, I will send it to 
the Secretary (Alfonso) Valdes, to whom the 
Grand Chancellor wrote that I should transmit 
it.'' And in another letter, of the 1st August 
the same year, he again writes — ^'With this 
I send to Secretary Valdes the brief, that I 
wrote to your Majesty would be sent, for 
the Archbishop of Seville, that he may put 
to silence, under pain of excommunication. 
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all who speak against the works of Eras* 



mus." 



After his return to Spain, Juan Perez 
received the degree of doctor of divinity, and 
was placed at the head of an endowed school 
for the education of youth in Seville, called 
the College of Doctrine. Here he formed an 
intimate acquaintance with the celebrated 
preacher Juan Gil, better known by the name 
of Egidius ; also with Constantino Ponce de 
la Fuente, a philosopher and theologian, re- 
markable for the force and eloquence of his 
style; of Cyprian D. Valera, and various 
other distinguished persons, who embraced the 
reformed views of religion. When Egidius 
became suspected of entertaining these opi- 
nions, and was thrown into prison in the year 
1551, on a charge of heresy, his friends be- 
came alarmed for their own safety, and several 
of them sought refuge in Switzerland and 
Germany. Amongst their number were our 
author, Juan Perez, Cassiodoro de Eeyna, and 
Cyprian D. Valera, three individuals, who 
successively, during the years of their exile, 
devoted their learning and labour in preparing 
and printing translations of the Bible in their 
native language. The first completed the 
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Psalms and the New Testament; the second 
accomplished, in twelve years, the whole Bible, 
which was printed in 1569 ; the last published 
his Bible, on which he had been engaged 
twenty years, in 1602, making many varia- 
tions from that of De Reyna. 

Juan Perez passed inmiediately from 
Seville to Switzerland, and settled at Geneva. 
After about five years' labour, he finished and 
printed his New Testament and the Psalms ; 
the former in 1556, the latter in the course of 
the following year. The epistle dedicatory, 
prefixed to the New Testament, commences 
with these words: — "To the Almighty King 
of heaven and earth, Jesus Christ ; true God 
and man, slain for our sins, raised up for our 
justification, glorified and seated on the right 
hand of the Majesty in heaven, constituted 
Judge of the living and the dead. Lord and 
Maker of all creatures, be glory, honour and 
praise, for ever and for ever." He dedicated 
his translation of the Psalms — a version of 
great sweetness and beauty of style — in an 
epistle addressed to Dotia Maria of Austria, 
Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, sister of 
Charles V., and Governess of the Low Coun- 
tries. It is followed by an eloquent preface, 



LIFE OF THE AUTHOB. 



# 



or "declaration of the advantage and. useful- 
ness of the Psalms to every Christian." This 
book has become extremely rare, nor do I 
know a copy of it in this country. 

At the same period, he edited and printed 
two commentaries written by Juan Vald6s, 
secretary to Don Pedro de Toledo, Spanish 
Viceroy of Naples; one, on the Epistle of 
Paul to the Eomans, and another, on the 
First Epistle to the Corinthians. The author 
dedicated the Epistle to the Eomans to Julia 
de Gonzaga, Duchess of Trajetti, in a long 
and excellent epistle, which has appeared in 
various languages in connection with his 
" Hundred and Ten Divine Considerations." 
Juan Perez prefixed an address to the reader, 
in which he states that the original MS., in 
the handwriting of Juan Valdes, who died 
at Naples sixteen years before, namely, in 
1640, was so much worn and obliterated in 
parts when it came into his hands as to be 
scarcely legible; and he considered that it 
had been providentially consigned to his care, 
in order that compositions of such divine 
sweetness and piety, " the work of a rich and 
noble cavalier," might not finally perish. 
The sentiment is honourable alike to the 
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author and to the editor, whose Sample, in 
this instance, may not be lost upon others — 
in the preservation of his own writings. 

Having completed the printing of these 
various books, the great difficulty then arose 
how to introduce them into Spain for the 
instruction of his countrymen. The supreme 
tribunal of the Inquisition had issued per- 
emptory orders to the provincial inquisitors, 
to seize all copies of the Holy Scriptures 
condemned in the index of prohibited books ; 
and to proceed severely against every person 
in whose possession the forbidden works 
might be discovered. At the same time, to 
prevent the further introduction of all such 
publications into Spain, officers were sta- 
tioned at the seaports and passes of the 
Pyrenees, who were empowered to search 
every package, and even the persons of tra- 
vellers, that entered the country. Such jea- 
lous precautions being taken to exclude every 
publication that promoted the principles of 
the Reformation, the danger of discovery was 
rendered so great, and any attempt to tran- 
sport them from abroad so hopeless, that the 
books remained for some time shut up at 
Geneva; none of the Spanish refugees, or 
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any other person, daring to undertake the 
enterprise of conveying them to the farther 
side of the Pyrenees. 

At length the adventure was attempted by 
Julian Hernandez, a humble individual, born 
at Villaverde, in the district of Campos. He 
commonly went by the name of Julian the 
Little^ owing to his spare form and diminutive 
stature. Hernandez, however, with his small 
body possessed an elevated and energetic 
mind. Having left Seville, in the character 
of a merchant, he went to Germany, where 
he became confirmed in the reformed prin- 
ciples ; he afterwards joined Juan Perez at 
Geneva, whom he served in the capacity of 
amanuensis and corrector of the press. Some 
suppose that, under the colour of mercantile 
business, he left Spain for the real purpose 
of diffusing purer views of religion, by 
the introduction of books into his own 
country ; and then finding no other medium 
for their conveyance, and instigated solely 
by his own ardent desire for the diffusion of 
Divine truth, in his native land, he undertook 
to transport a large number of New Testa- 
ments and other Protestant books, in the 
Spanish language, into that country. He 
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packed them in two casks, made double, hold- 
ing a small portion of German wine between 
an inner and outer range of staves. His 
courage and address were such that, passing 
by way of Antwerp, and probably by sea to 
Cadiz, he eluded the agents of the Inquisition 
at every stage, conducted his treasure into the 
city of Seville, and deposited it safely in 
the house of Don Juan Ponce de Leon, who 
quickly and secretly distributed the books 
to his friends in the city and surrounding 
country ; but he became a victim at the auto- 
da-fe^ held in 1559, in consequence of his zeal 
in promoting the spread of the Gospel. 

During his journey, Hernandez had given 
a copy of the New Testament to a smith in 
Flanders. The smith showed the volume to 
a priest, who obtained from him a description 
of the person from whom he received it, and 
immediately transmitted the information to 
the inquisitors in Spain. Furnished with this 
clue, their familiars laid wait for him as he 
was returning, and arrested him near the city 
of Palma. He was conducted to the prison 
of the Holy Office at Seville. When examined, 
he did not attempt to conceal his opinions ; 
he rejoiced the rather to have been the means 
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of introducing the light of Divine truth into 
his benighted country. Watchful alike against 
the arts of flattery and intimidation, not all 
their interrogations and threats, nor the tor- 
ture repeated many times, during a period of 
more than two years, were able to draw from 
his lips the slightest allusion by which the 
names of his friends might be discovered. 
Although wanting the advantages of a liberal 
education, by his knowledge of the Scriptures 
he confounded the friars, who were sent to 
argue with him in his cell, and the qualifi* 
cators of heresy, before the audiences of the 
tribunal. With heroism, in contrast with his 
diminutive stature, he endured the qtiestion by 
torture^ increased by aggravations of cruelty 
to the dislocation of his limbs. He afterwards 
returned to his cell with tHe air of a person 
quite at his ease ; and while the jailors dragged 
him along, for he was not able to walk, he 
endeavoured to strengthen the constancy of 
others, who were awaiting in their cells a simi- 
lar ordeal, by singing, in a tone of triumph, 
a refraip, indicating the shame of his enemies 
and his own victory :— 

" Yencidos van los Frailes, vencidos van ; 
GorridoB van los Ipbos, corridos van." 
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** Conquered return the friars, conquer'd they return ; 
Baited flee the wolves, baited they return.'' 

The inquisitors, however, in a short time suc- 
ceeded in their endeavours to discover his 
connections, and those who had so readily cir- 
culated or accepted the valued but forbidden 
volumes. The treachery of a concealed emis- 
sary of the Inquisition, who insinuated him- 
self as a convert amongst the believers ; and 
the superstitious apprehensions of a weak 
member of the community, revealed to the 
Holy Office the names of the secret professors 
of the new faith to an extent Hiat alarmed 
the inquisitors themselves. They despatched 
confidential messengers with the information 
they had gained to the provincial tribunals, 
whose familiars were actively employed to 
trace out the remotest ramifications of the new 
Church. Proceedings having been thus taken 
with the greatest promptitude and secresy, 
upon a given notice, previously arranged and 
well understood, the Protestants were seized 
simultaneously in various places, chiefly in 
Valladolid and Seville and the surrounding 
country. Two hundred were arrested in one day 
in Seville and its neighbourhood, and this num- 
ber was soon increased to eight hundred per- 



\ 
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sons. Prisons, convents, even private houses 
engaged for their confinement, were filled with 
the captives. The confusion attendant upon 
the arrest of so large a number of persons, 
and the want of places of sufficient security, 
enabled some to effect their escape, and carry 
the tidings into foreign countries. 

In his retreat at Geneva, Juan Perez heard 
with extreme sorrow of the ruin of this congre- 
gation of Eeformers, the earliest gathered in 
his native country, and of whose formation 
he had been a chief instrument. The imme- 
dijate cause of its destruction would appear to 
have been the circulation of the Scriptures in 
the vulgar tongue; the innocent mover of 
this calamity was his associate and coadjutor, 
Julian Hernandez; and his own intimate 
friends were the victims. Such, then, were the 
circumstances which incited Perez to write 
the present work, the '^ Epistola Consola- 
toria." 

He composed this work, abounding with 
scriptural motives and promises, to support 
the patience and faith of his afflicted friends 
and countrymen ; and he printed it in a very 
small form, without place or name of printer. 
We know not the method by which the book 
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was conveyed to his imprisoned friends in 
Spain, and we are ignorant of its influence in 
preparing some of the victims to endure their 
final agonies ; yet, comparing the address of 
Hernandez to his fellow-martyrs, when about 
to be conducted to the (mto-dorfe^ with the 
words that appear at page 212, it would seem 
that its contents were not altogether unknown 
to him. 

The prosecutions for Lutheranism, arising 
out of the transmission of the Scriptures and 
books of Juan Perez, and the consequent 
arrest of Julian Hernandez, extended over a 
period of fifteen years, and affected almost 
every district of Spain. The places that most 
freely received the reformed principles were 
the cities of Seville and Valladolid ; the for- 
mer principally by the teaching of Juan Gil 
and Doctor Constantino Ponce de la Fuente, 
the latter by the infiuence of the brothers 
Augustin and Francisco Cazalla, sons of 
Pedro Cazalla and Leonor de Vibero ; and in 
these two cities the most distinguished per- 
sons suffered. At both places, the houses in 
which the Protestants were accustomed to as- 
semble were razed ; the ground was sown with 
salt, and columns of marble, bearing inscrip- 
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tions recording the event, were erected on the 
spot.* Alluding to these circumstances, and 
speaking of the inscription at Valladolid, 
Ferdinando Texeda, the author of Carrasc6n, 
remarks, " This columne I have seen with 
mine own eyes ;" f and this would be about 
the year 1615-20. Llorente, the historian 
of the Inquisition, also saw " the spot, the 
column, and the inscription " near the begin- 
ning of the present century. He tells us, he 
had afterwards heardy that " this testimonial 
of human ferocity against the dead," had 
been removed by command of a French gene- 
ral in 1809. If this were done, the same was 
restored after the return of Ferdinand VII., 
for the possessor of the original of the present 
work saw it upon the spot so lately as the 
year 1826 — ^the characters, though engraved in 
marble, being almost obliterated by time. It 
was, however, removed under the regency of 
Espartero. The street where it stood, formerly 
named Calle del Rotulo de Cazalla^ (the street 
of Cazalla's inscription, or rather infamy)^ 
has be'en changed to Calle del Doctor Cazalla 
(the street of Doctor Cazalla). It may be 

* Ferdinando Texeda in Scrutamini Scripturas, Sig. b. 2. 
t Scrutamini Scripturas, Sig. b. 
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oeiyectured, that the inscriptions, set up by 
supreme authority on the same occasion, both 
at Seville and Valladolid, agreed in their 
language, merely varying the names of the 
individuals, I insert that of Valladolid, 
copied on the spot, in 1826, as an instance not 
merely of the intolerance of a barbarous age, 
but also of the succeeding centuries, that per- 
mitted such a token of bigotry to remain 
standing so long : — 

tiinitio la ggle? 

Eoma? Paulo IF. g %zi 

nantio tn €fs(p? ^l^Aif SS, 



(Rl Santo ®ficto tie la gnqut)$t« 
tton contieno i titxxatwc z a)$o« 
lar e0ta0 (SDastsas; tie Petiro tit Ca^ 
}alla 2 ffi? Heonot tie Uibero 
m Pluset porque IO0 ijeresest 
S'Uteranod at juntaban a acer con< 
tiltafiulojs contra nta &\^ fee clja^ 
t gfll? !filoma« aflo tit MBMI. 
en 2XS. tie iWlago, 

Translation. 
Paul IV. presiding in the Koman Church, and 
Philip IL reigning over Spain : The Holy Oflfice of 
the Inquisition condemned these houses of Pedro 
de Cazalla and Dona Leonor de Vibero, his wife, 
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to be demolished and razed, because the Luttoran 
heretics assembled here in conventicle against our 
holy Catholic faith and the Eoman Church. In the 
year hdlix. on the xxi. of May. 

The persons convicted of Lutheranism, after 
the seizure of Juan Hernandez, were so nu- 
xnero^ as to furnish four grand and melan- 
choly autos'da-fe with victims, during the two 
* following years. They are memorable for 
having suppressed the reformation of the 
Church in Spain, as well as for the rank and 
character of those who suffered. Two were 
celebrated at Valladolid, in the year 1559 ; 
one at Seville, in the same year; and a second, 
on the 22d of December 1560. Julian 
Hernandez was reserved for the last. . The 
office of the Inquisition of Seville may now 
be seen, situated on one side of the Alameda 
Viejaj or public walk, where its prisoners were 
confined; but in the sixteenth century, the 
tribunal sat in the Castle of Triana, where 
the principal prisoners were securely kept. 
From this place, the condemned criminals, 
wearing san benitos and corozas^ painted 
with emblematic semblances of fiends and 
flames, were conducted in procession to the 
auto-da-fi^ or act of faith. This ceremony, 

B 
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bearing the mingled representation of a 
Roman triumph and the day of judgment, 
was solemnised in the square of San Francisco. 
Here, on an elevated stage, presented to the 
gaze of an assembled multitude, their sentences 
were read aloud, and they were delivered over 
to the civil power to be taken to the Quema- 
dero, or place of burning. This was a square, 
elevated platform of solid masonry, having 
holes or sockets in which the stakes were 
fixed, and, in early times, four large plaster 
statues, called the Prophets^ stood on the 
corners. It was situated without the city, 
in the Campo de Tahlada^ not far from the 
Alameda Nueva, and near the place where, at 
the present day, passengers embark on the 
Guadalquivir in the steamer for Cadiz — their 
senses refreshed with the sight and fragrance 
of orange groves that flourish on its shores. 

The first grand auto-da-fe^ celebrated at 
Seville, took place on the 24th September. 
It was attended by the members of the Royal 
Court of Justice, the Chapter of the Cathe- 
dral, and other dignitaries, with a large con- 
course of the gentry and people. Many 
titled persons and ladies were present at the 
ceremony ; amongst the rest, the Duchess of 
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Bejar witnessed the condemnation of her re- 
lative Don Juan Ponce de Leon. Twenty- 
one persons were sentenced to be burnt, and 
eighty to severe penance. The inquisitors 
delayed the second grand auto for some time, 
in hopes of the arrivalof the King, in which, 
however, they were disappointed. It took 
place on the 22d December 1560. Fourteen 
were delivered to the flames in person, three 
in effigy, and thirty-four were sentenced to 
severe punishments. Of the effigies, one was 
that of Juan Gil or Doctor Egidius ; another, 
of Doctor Constantino Ponce de la Fuente, 
who had died of his sufferings in a pestilential 
dungeon ; and the third was that of our author, 
Juan Perez. The fourteen who were burned 
alive, firmly kept their faith, passing, we may 
believe, through the temporary pangs of a 
cruel martyrdom to receive a crown of glory in 
the eternal paradise of the blest. Eight of 
these were women, some of them distin- 
guished for their rank and education ; five of 
them were of one family — Maria Gomez, her 
three daughters, and her sister. 

For more than two years had Julian Her- 
nandez been kept a prisoner ; and now, as no 
further discoveries of his connections could be 
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made, he was one of the fourteen who were 
conducted to the stake. In the court of the 
Castle of Triana, he addressed his fellow- 
prisoners in these terms : — " Be firm in your 
resolution, my companions.- This is the hour 
when it most becomes us to show ourselves 
valiant soldiers of Jesus Christ. Let us 
render, in the sight of men, a faithful testi- 
mony to Him and to His truth ; then, after 
a few short hours, in like faithfulness to us, 
we shall receive of Him the prize of His ap- 
proval and triumph, everlastingly with Him 
in heaven." Being silenced by the gag, he 
did not cease to encourage his fellow-sufferers 
by his looks and gestures. On arriving at 
the stake, he kneeled down, kissed the post 
and ring to which he was about to be bound, 
and procured a faggot to be placed upon his 
head, that he might the sooner be consumed. 
When fastened to the stake, he composed 
himself to prayer. Dr Ferdinando Rodriguez 
requested the gag to be removed, supposing 
that he wished to make his confession ; on the 
contrary, he accused the priest, whom he had 
formerly known, of hypocrisy, in concealing 
his real sentiments through the fear of man. 
The pile was instantly kindled, and the 
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guards, enraged at his unflincliing courage, 
thrust their lances into his body. To weaken 
the effect of his example, it had been reported 
abroad that he had recanted his errors : but 
Llorente, who had access to the official docu- 
ments, asserts that he remained unmoved in 
his professions, and his conduct at the last 
proved the falsehood of his enemies, and the 
firmness of his principles. Such were the cir- 
cumstances and such the characters for which 
the " Epistola Consolatoria " was written. 

A number of Spaniards, who before this 
period had escaped from their own country, 
resorted to Geneva. Juan Perez gathered ' 
them into a congregation, forming a Spanish 
church, to which for some time he officiated 
as minister, being succeeded in this office by 
Cassiodoro de Eeyna. He afterwards per- 
formed the like service to a Protestant con- 
gregation at Blois, and, as chaplain, to Ben6e, 
Dowager Duchess of Ferrara, at the Castle 
Montargis, to which she removed in the year 
1559, on the death of the Duke, her husband : 
and where she continued to afford refuge and 
protection to the persecuted leaders of the 
Protestant cause, as she had before done at 
the Court of Ferrara. Juan Perez lived to a 



22 LITE OF THB AUTHOR. 

very advanced age ; lie died in Paris of calcu- 
lus disease, leaving by testament all his pro- 
perty to defray the expense of printing the 
Bible in the Spanish language.- We have no 
information of the manner in which it was 
applied, bnt probably towards that of Cassio- 
doro de Reyna. 

The prohibitory edict of the 17th of August 
1559 mentions, among the works of Juan 
Perez, the Holy Bible^ translated into Cos- 
tilianj a work of which we have no other 
notice ; and it probably refers only to the 
New Testament and Psalms before mentioned, 
which were printed but two years before the 
date of the edict. The whole Bible in 
Spanish was completed by Cassiodoro de 
Reyna, and printed in quarto at Basle, in 
1569. 

" Juan Perez," says Beza, who knew him, 
" was a man of great wisdom and piety. The 
Protestants residing at Seville and its neigh- 
bourhood received great instruction, and 
advanced wonderfully, in a few years, in the 
true knowledge of the gospel, by means of 
his writings." And M^Crie observes, — " The 
works which he composed in his native tongue 
were of the most valuable kind." 
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The following are the known productions 
of Juan Perez : — 

1. El Testamento Nuevo, etc., nueva j 
fielmente traducido del original griego, ei^ 
romance Castellano, en Venecia, en casa de 
Juan Philadelpho, 1556. Small 8vo. 

2. Los Psalmos de David con sus sumarios, 
en que se declara con brevidad lo contenido en 
cada psalmo ; ahora nuevo y fielmente traducido 
en romance Castellano, por el Doctor Juan 
Perez, conforme a la verdad de la lengua 
sancta, en Venecia, en casa de Pedro Daniel, 
1557, Small 8vo. 

3. Catechismo : en Venecia, en casa de 
Pedro Daniel, 1556. I have not seen this 
work, unless the Geneva catechism in Spanish, 
of 1559, be a second edition of it, as it appears 
to be. 

4. Sumario de la Doctrina Cristiana, en 
casa de Pedro Daniel. This work I have not 
seen. 

5. Epistola para consolar los fieles de Jesu 
Christo, 1550. 16mo. No place or printer's 
name. 

N.B, — Of this last, there has been an 
English translation, with the title, " Com- 
forte againste all kinde of calamitie, written 
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in Spanish by John Peres, translated by John 
Daniel." London, 1576. 16mo. 
Juan Perez also edited and printed : — 

6. Commentario o Declaracion breve y 
compendioso sobre la epistola de S Paulo 
apostol a los Bomanos, muy saludable para 
todo Cristiano, compuesto por Juan Valdesio, 
pio y sincero teologo, en Venecia, en casa de 
Juan Philadelpho, 1556. 8vo. 

7. Commentario o Declaracion familiar y 
compendioso sobre la epistola de S. Paulo 
apostol a los Corintios, muy util para todos 
los amadores de la piedad Cristiana, com- 
puesto por Juan V. V. pio y sincero teologo, 
en Venecia, en casa de Juan Philadelpho, 
1557. 8vo. 

Pellicer, Rodriguez de Castro, M'Crie, and 
others, following the imprint on the title- 
pages, have stated that these publications 
were printed at Venice ; but, in the opinion 
of the best-informed bibliographers, and of 
Thomas Rodd, of London, whose judgment 
stands deservedly high,, and confirms my own, 
they were printed (probably all of them) by 
Crispin at Geneva. This is corroborated by 
the title-pages themselves. The printers' 
mark or device, on the title-page of the 
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Spanish New Testament by Perez, and of the 
Commentaries edited by him, is a large 



Y 



the narrow branch denoting the way to eternal 
life, and the wide one the way to perdition. 
This same device is used by Crispin in his 
acknowledged books; in particular, in the 
English translation of the New Testament, 
called the Geneva Testament j being the first 
edition of that translation. There is also an 
Italian Testament dated 1556, the same year 
as that by Perez, bearing Crispin's name, but 
without the device ; it has, however, the same 
ornamental capital letters that are found in 
the Spanish one. Pedro Daniel is a name 
unknown as a printer at Venice, and, like 
that of Juan Philadelpho, is probably an 
assumed one, not without meaning. . . , 

Gloomy indeed, at the present time, are the 
clouds which overshadow Spain, and darken 
the genius of her divided people; notwith- 
standing, it is a satisfaction to believe, there 
are some circumstances which indicate, that a 
brighter day will ere long arise to enlighten 
that interesting country, when the writings of 
their own Reformers will be earnestly gought 
for, and read in their native language. • . . 
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My especial acknowledgments are presented 
to Luis de Usoz y Rio of Madrid, for much of 
the information here given 

Persecution, in a greater or less degree, has 
ever attended the progress of divine truth; 
opposition and tribulation will continue to 
accompany it. The example and counsel of 
those, who have before passed through these 
trials, are strong incentives to others who, 
coming after, suffer for the like principles ; 
nor may it, perhaps, be too much to believe, 
that some of these may derive encouragement 
in their course from the perusal of the scrip- 
tural pages of the "Epistola Consolatoria." 

BENJAMIN B. WIFFEN. 
Near Woburn, 1848. 



AN 

EPISTLE OF CONSOLATION 

TO THE 

FAITHFUL IN CHRIST JESUS, 

WHO BUFFEB FEBSECUTION FOB THE 

CONFESSION OF HIS NAME: 



IN WHICH THE DESIGN AND GOOD WILL OF GOD 
TOWARDS THEM ARE SHOWN, AND THEY ARE 
STRENGTHENED AGAINST TEMPTATIONS AND 
THE DREAD OF DEATH, AND TAUGHT HOW THEY 
SHOULD CONDUCT THEMSELVES UNDER ALL 
CIRCUMSTANCES, PROSPEROUS AND ADVERSE. 



MARK XIII. 13. 

**YE SHALL BE HATED OP ALL MEN FOR MY NAME'S SAKE: BUT 
HE THAT SHALL ENDURE UNTO THE END, THE SAME SHALL 
BE SAVED." 



M. D. L. X. 



The Salutation of Juan Perez, in tLe 
Saviour Himself, to all the faithful, 
beloved of God, and persecuted for 
the sake of His Gospel. 

The grace and peace of God our Father, and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, be with all who 
hope in His mercy, call upon Him with the 
whole heart, and look for His coming, and 
the manifestation of His glory. Unto which 
may it please Him to console and strengthen 
you with might, by the power of His Spirit, 
against the common temptations with which all i Pet. v. 
are afflicted in these days who are partakers 
of His reconciliation ; in order that you may 
not be discouraged by them, but may rather 
be made faithful unto the end, in the grace 
which is given unto you of God in the know- 
ledge of His Son Jesus Christ, bs the one John xvii. 
Author of your salvation, and your perpetual 
Advocate before the throne of the Majesty in i jobn ii. 
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Heb. vii the heavens ; that through His righteonsn^K 
alone you may have steadfast hope of an 
abundant entrance into the eternal inheritance, 
promised to all those who are sanctified by 
the Word of Truth. 

1 Cor. X. God is faithful, who will not suffer any 

Mat. X. one to try you without His express desire. 

Pi. cxiv. His power is infinite. He can fulfil all His 
will, and nothing is ordered by Him that 
serves not for His honour and glory, and 

Eom. viiL the salvatiou of His chosen. He makes all 
things, however adverse they may seem, to 
work together for their prosperity and good. 

Col. i. 18. God having in His mercy given us Jesus 
Christ, His Son, to be our head, and made us 

Eph. i. all members of His holy body, we cannot fail 
to feel the pain and grief of others, however 
far separated we may be in body fi'om each 
other : for the Spirit of Jesus Christ, by whom 
all live, holds us together and unites us more 
completely than the soul with the body. 

Wherefore, my very dear brethren, being a 
partaker of the mercy which we all receive, 
in the name of the Lord, and fi'om Him who 
gave His life for ours, I desire to console you 
in the affliction with which you are sorely 
oppressed by the world, only because you seek 
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to live godly in Christ Jesus ; in order that, 2 Tim. iu. 

being confirmed by His word, I also may be a 

partaker of the joy of your consolation, and 

the steadfastness of your faith. For I hope 

in His mercy, that He will perfect His work Rom. xiv. 

in each one of us, so that in everything He '^^^' ^' 

may be glorified, whether we live or die ; for 

in life and in death He is our exceeding great 

reward. 

The persecution which we sufier is cruel 
and very perilous. For those who persecute 
us are not Turks or Pagans by profession, but 
baptized people as we are; of whom it is 
said, that they have a zeal for God, and that 
they thus afflict us in order to serve Him and 
merit heaven. We ought, for this reason, to 
be so much the more certain of our vocation, 
and of the good- will that God had, and still 
hath, unto us ; and let us not in any way doubt 
the immutability and steadfastness of the Eph.i.4,5. 
divine counsel, by which, before the founda- 
tion of the world, He determined to save us Coi. i. 
in Jesus Christ ; in the knowledge of whom 
all our well-being and consolation consist. joim xvii. 

Ignorance and doubt about these things 
engender great discouragement in the minds 
of the faithful, and make them weak, fearful, 
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sad/mlstrustful, and also very forgetful of the 
blessings which God has bestowed upon them. 
Hence arise also those deep groans and sighs 
with which many, when they find themselves 
persecuted for the truth's sake, repent of having 
believed, and of having given ear to the voice 
of the Lord. Therefore, when adversities come 
upon them on account of their confession of 

2 Pet. u. 22. the name of Jesus Christ, they turn again to 
wallow in the mire of those errors and supersti- 
tions in which they were before they were called; 
and they become even greater enemies of God, 
and more bitter against the truth, than before ; 

^iat.xii.45. thus their last state is worse than the first. 

• 

On the other hand, to know these truths 
well, and have them engraven on the heart, 
makes the Christian strong against all adver- 
sity, and mighty to fight courageously against 
all the power and dominion of hell, so as 
never to turn his back on the enemy ; he also 
becomes daily more enriched with the gifts 
of heaven, whereby he is made more pleasing 
in the sight of God. All that opposes Jesus 
Christ in this world contradicts and wages 
war against him, but, by the power and efficacy 
of the knowledge of Jesus, he overcometh all 
victoriously. The more fully we possess this 
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knowledge, therefore, and the more firmly 
rooted it is in our hearts, so much the more 
abundant will be our consolation in affliction ; 
so much the stronger and more steadfast our 
endurance in adversity, the more ardent our Mat. vii. 
longing to be with Christ; and the greater also 
our contempt for the world, and all the plea- 
sures which reign in it. We shall be the better ' 
able to hallow the name of the Lord, and to Luke vi. 
ask Him, with fervent desire, that His king- 
dom may come ; in order that the power of His 
enemies may be totally destroyed, and that He 
alone may be obeyed, and may reign in the 
hearts of those whom He redeemed. 



WHAT WE WERE BEFORE BEING 
CONVERTED TO GOD. 

If we understand the condition in which sin — 
which we have been committing against God 
ever since it first obtained possession of our 
race — ^has left us, it will enable us also to 
comprehend, how great was the love and good- 
ness of Him who drew us out of it, and de- 
livered us from the condemnation which was 

c 



/ 
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SO justly our due on its account. By sin, 
the devil corrupted and totally destroyed all 
the good that God had put within us, and by 
which we were clearly recognised as the work 
and formation of His hand. Satan blotted 
out the image of God, which was engraven 
in our minds, and in which we were created. 
We were despoiled of all holiness and right- 
eousness, alienated from all truth and purity, 
left without the rectitude and power, which we 
possessed before, to conform ourselves in all 
things to the divine will. We were, in fact, 
divested of all those gifts and graces with which 
God had adorned and enriched us, in order 
that we might serve Him, and have Him 
always for our own God, by which also we 
might be recognised as His children, and the 
most perfect of His works in this world. 



FRUITS OF THE IMAGE OF THE 

DEVIL, 

All the good that God had given us being 
destroyed in us, we remained ftiU of all the 
evil which is hateful and in opposition to Him. 
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•For the devil, instead of the image and like- 
ness of God in which we had been created, put 
in us his own. Thus we were full of all un- 
righteousness, lies, hypocrisy, fornication, Eom. L 
malice, covetousness, wickedness ; filled with Tit. iii. 
envy, deceit and hatred, hating God and all 
truth, proud, vain-glorious, disobedient, per- 
fidious, without understanding, utterly blind, 
and without mercy ; in fact, made cormterparts 
of the devil, whose captives we were. In the 
Epistle to the Ephesians, St Paul himself Eph.ii. 
declares this, teaching us that such was our CoL a. 
condition before God called us. And you 
(he says) were dead in trespasses and sins, 
wherein in time past ye walked, according to 
the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience : 
among whom we all had our conversation in 
time past, in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and were by nature the children of wrath. 
Whence he concludes, that not only was 
there no remnant of goodness or righteous- 
ness in us, but that we were altogether 
under the dominion of the devil, and our 
only possessions were iniquity and unbelief. 
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All our works, therefore, were of the flesh, 

viii. corrupt and accursed. For if the flesh, or 
the carnal mind, is enmity against Grod, and 
is not subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be, all the works that proceed from 
it are also enmity against Him, and manifest- 
ations of that hatred of the truth with which 
the heart is filled. And if all the thoughts of 

n. 6. nian from his birth are evil, all the works to 
which they lead are also evil, useless, and 
under condemnation, provoking the indigna- 
tion of God, Thus all our iniquity is natural 
to us. At first we were the children of God ; 
now, by sin, we are the children of wrath — 
that is, totally lost, banished, and disinherited 
of His riches and goodness ; and, moreover, 
at enmity with all that is pleasing to Him. 

^ All, saith the prophet, are corrupt, and have 
done abominable works; there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one. 

Having then been totally defiled, what can 
our corrupt flesh shed around us but a corrupt- 
ing influence of mighty power wherever we 
go ? By reason whereof we are compared by 
the same prophet to an open sepulchre, in 

:xix. which are only dead, decayed bodies, full of 
worms ; whence infecting, destructive odours 
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can alone proceed. Our throat, he. says, is Bom. iiL 
the month of this sepulchre, and the poison 
of asps is under our lips, for all that comes 
out of them is of deadly power. Our mouths 
were full of cursing and bitterness. Our feet Ps. x. 
were swift, but it was to shed blood, OurProv. l 
ways and modes of living were fatal, both Ps. xU. 
because they led to destruction, and because 
they were full of calamities and misfortunes, 
which were evidence of our perdition, and of 
the miserable bondage to sin in which weBom. UL 
were held. We did not know the way of 
peace, for* we knew nothing which could be 
pleasing to God, whereby we could be restored 
to His favour. Having no fear of the judg- 
ments of God, we ran like unbridled horses 
through every kind of wickedness ; though fear 
of men restrained us from openly practising 
the vices that were hidden in our hearts. 

When the soul of man has departed, his 
body only awaits burial, to be devoured by 
worms. Even so we, being dead in trespasses 
and sins, and God far from us, were only await- 
ing burial in hell, to be made food for that 
eternal death which we had justly merited. 
So that if it had pleased God to pronounce final 
sentence against us, and aUow of no appeal. 



XPISTOLA COKSOLATOBIA. 

we should have been constrained by our own 
consciences to approve it, and admit that we 
were justly condemned; for our works, our 
thoughts, our hearts and desires, all that was 
in us, condemned us, and, as it were, forced God 
not to suffer such unrighteousness, or tolerate 
such monstrous calumniators of His truth, 
and of the exquisite beauty of His works, 
as we were in that miserable condition. All 
within us was cause for just condemnation, 
and aroused the wrath and judgment of God, 
that it might be utterly consumed. For all 

i. was darkness and cursing, sin and the fruits 
of sin, perverse, and utterly contrary to that 
which God requires of us ; so that we had not 
in us, neither could we do, any good whatever. 
We were bad trees, rotten and decayed, and a 

xii. corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit. 
Therefore, we were wholly subject to all the 
pains, punishment, and curse that were our 
due. Nothing remained for us but to be cut 
off from all the goodness of God, and to be 
given over to the companionship of the devil, 
and of those who were already condemned for 
the like sins. 

Those works which we held to be good, 
- wherein we then employed ourselves, and with 
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which we thought to do God service, were of 
such a kind, that they oiTended Him the more, 
and plunged us deeper into the mire of per- 
dition. We fasted in those days, and did Mat. xv. 
penance; we caused masses to be said, and 
heard them again and again ; we erected 
shrines ; we counted our beads ; we were full 
of devotion for souls in purgatory ; we chose 
dead saints for our advocates, in order that 
through their mediation we might escape the 
divine wrath and condemnation. We made 
wild and faithless vows ; we suffered ourselves 
to be branded with red-hot irons ; we made 
pilgrimages to obtain pardon for ourselves; 
we often confessed and received the Sacra- 
ment, in order to become more holy, and that 
our merit might be the greater. We could 
borrow or buy merits, that death might not 
find us unprovided, but that we might have 
something to present to God, in order to 
satisfy Him for our sins. These and other like 
things we did, in order to serve Him, and to 
obtain grace and glory. But with all these, 
though they were admired, praised, and ap- 
proved of men, heaven was closed against 
us, and hell wide open. For that which is Luke xvi, 
highly esteemed among men is abomination 
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Deut xiL in the sight of God. He approves and accepts 

isa. i only those things which He commands, and 
these not done according to our will, but by 
the power of His Spirit and inspiration. Those 
which we did, in order to serve Him, could 
not be acceptable to Him, for by His Word He 
has condemned them all as sin ; because they 
were the fruit of our own opinions, and of 
those of our teachers, and did not proceed from 
the knowledge and love of His holy will. All 
that Cometh not of this root is sin, as the 

Kom. xiv. apostle teaches. 

The sum of all that the divine law requires 

Mat. xxii is, to love God with all our heart, and our 
neighbour as ourselves ; to do justly, to love 

Mat. xxiu. mercy, and to walk in faith. The works that 
we did under pretext of holiness are not com- 
prehended in the law ; they were not the fruits 

Heb. xii of rightcousuess, mercy, and faith, without 
which it is impossible to please God. He 
therefore justly rejected them as evil, and us, 
as even still more evil, with them. For if the 

Isa. i. works and sacrifices which He commanded in 

Jer. vL His law, uot being done for the end for which 
He ordained them, are rejected of Him, — and 
He says they are an oifence, a trouble to me, I 
am weary to bear them, — how much more is it 
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SO with those which He never commanded, but 
has, in fact, expressly forbidden by His Word. Mat. xv. 
All our holiness, therefore, was evidence of 
utter condemnation, and of utter blindness, 
and proved that the wrath of God was resting 
and abiding upon us. For it was all idolatry John Ui. 
with which we were doing service, not to the 
true God, whom we knew not, but to them 
which by nature are no gods, and whom we 
pictured to ourselves according to our own Gal. iv. 
ideas and imaginations. Thus we bore the 
mark of children of God by holy baptism, in 
token of faithful adherence to Him, and of 
our owning no other God, and serving Him 
alone by the rule of His own Word ; while we 
were traitors, unbelievers, and idolaters, allied 
and confederate with His enemies, and given 
up to all unrighteousness and wickedness, so 
that we may say, with Esaias, it is of the Lord's 
mercy we are not consumed. 



CALLED THROUGH MERCY. 

Persisting in such a course as this, we were 
without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth Eph. u. 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
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promise, having no hope, and without God in 
the world. It pleased Him who is rich in mercy, 
for His great love wherewith He loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, to call us to the 
knowledge of Himself, and having delivered 
us from the depth of condemnation, to quicken 
us together with Christ (by whose grace we are 
saved) : thus, we who were afar off, are made 
nigh by the power and efficacy of His blood. 

St Paul also says : God commendeth His 
love toward us, in that while we were yet 

m. V. sinners, Christ died for us, that He might re- 
concile us to God by His death, and make us 
partakers of His righteousness and holiness. 
Wherefore, as the whole cause of our perdition 
was in ourselves, for it originated in us, in 

3. iii. that we yielded ourselves voluntarily into the 
hands of him who ruined us, and despoiled us 
of all that was good ; so it was needful that 
our salvation should be wholly the work of 
God, in order that we might attain to it ; and 
the evil in which we were involved having 
been real and true, we could only be delivered 
from it by the power of a salvation which was 
real also. Thus the Holy Spirit testifies by 

s. xiiL the prophet Hosea, saying : Israel, thou 
hast destroyed thyself, but in me is thy help. 
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He says also by the apostle : After that the Tit. Hi. 
kindness and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared, not by works of righteousness 
which we had done, but, according to His 
mercy He saved us, by the washing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which 
He shed on us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour ; that being justified by Eph. v. 
His grace, we should be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life. 



WHENCE DOTH OUR SALVATION 

PROCEED f 

It is evident, therefore, that from the calling 
of God, wherewith He took compassion upon 
us, and called us to Himself, proceeds all 
our righteousness and salvation. For, as 
in the beginning, we took no part when God 
formed and made us men, but He did it all, 
and we were entirely the work of His hand, 
even so He alone hath called us, and created 
us anew, and sanctified us. What power had 
Lazaras, who had been dead four days, and John xi. 
had already become corrupt, when Jesus Christ 
raised him from the dead, and restored him to 
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life ? Far less were we able to deliver our- 
selves from the power of that death which 
held us captive. In God's sight we were more 
utterly dead, buried, and corrupt, than the 
body of Lazarus was in the eyes of men. By 
the power and efficacy of that voice, with 
which Jesus Christ called him, he was delivered 
from the bondage of death, purified from cor- 
ruption, and restored to life. Even so we, by 
the voice of the same Lord, were raised to 
newness of life. For God calleth those things 
which be not, as though they were ; and by the 
Ezek. efficacy of His voice. He creates them anew. 
God cannot look upon iniquity ; He knoweth 
not the sinner: but in calling him to Himself, 
He gives him a divine existence, and thus 
makes him a partaker of the same word by 
which He called him : before this, like a 
corpse, he had no power to perform works of 
life, neither could he in any way please God, 
but he was asleep, and under the dominion of 
death, without any sense of Jife. We did not 
of ourselves call upon God, or seek after Him; 
we were of the number of those of whom 
Ps. liii. David says, " They have not called upon 
Rom. X. God." How can the dead call upon the 
living? How can they seek Him of whom 
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they have not heard ? This He himself says, 
by Esaias : I am sought of them that asked isa. ixv. 
not for me ; I am found of them that sought 
me not. 

We .thus understand that He alone sought 
us, called us, and gave us the knowledge of 
Himself, when we were buried in forgetfulness, 
in sin, and in all the other evils which proceed John viiL 
from it, and were wholly possessed of the 
devil, whom we, obeyed, and whose works and 
counsels were the rule of our life. 

God called us out of darkness into His 
marvellous light, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Hosea ii. 
in whom alone, and for whose sake. He i Pet. a, 
appointed us to salvation. St Paul saith, Eph. i. 
through Jesus Christ we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to Coi. i. 
the purpose of Him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of His own will; that we 
should be to the praise of His glory, who first 
trusted in Christ. According as He hath 
chosen us in Him, before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be partakers of His 
salvation. He brought us to the knowledge of 
His Son, through whose merit we are made 
acceptable to Him. St Peter also saith, that i Pet. i. 2. 
we are elect according to the foreknowledge 
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of Q-od the Father, through sanctification of 
the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus Christ. St Paul, consider- 
ing the greatness of this benefit, so undeserved 
and unthought of by men, gives thanks to 
God for himself, and for all the faithful, who 
have been called to the participation of it. 
Epii.i.3-6. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ; according as He hath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love : having predestinated us unto 
the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will, to the praise of the glory of His 
grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in 
the Beloved. 



THE FOUNDATION OF OUR CALLING 
—THE ELECTION OF GOD. 

God having chosen us from the beginning in 

Jesus Christ, is therefore the foundation on 

Mat. XX. which our calling is grounded ; and He has 
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called us in this life in order that we may 
participate in, and enjoy those benefits for 
which He has chosen us. Whence it is 
manifest that just as firm is the foundation ^ 
of all our blessings, and as sure our voca- 
tion, as the righteousness and holiness of 
heaven, which, through it, is communicated 
to us. 



CHRIST THE CAUSE OF OUR 
ELECTION. 

The whole cause of our election was in Jesus 
Christ. Nothing could we give to God in 
order that He might choose us, for we had 
then no existence. Neither could we do any- 
thing, in order that He might call us and 
justify us ; for being in the possession of the 
devil and of sin, our lot was more miserable 
than can be conceived. We see, therefore, 
that it is all of grace that God hath called us 
to Himself through the gospel. Even when 
called, we cannot come to Jesus Christ if the 
Father do not draw us, and open our ears to 
hear His voice, and make us to understand 

m 

His will. He Himself says. No man can come John vi. 
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to me except the Father, which hath sent me, 
draw him. He drew us to Him, that we might 
be pardoned through His righteousness, and 

CoL ii. 14. that, with His blood, the handwriting might 
be blotted out which bound us to eternal 
death. In Him, saith the apostle, we have 

Eph. i. 7. redemption through His blood, the forgive- 
ness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace. And He of God is made unto us 

icor.i.30. wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption. For He hath made Him to 
be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might 

2Cor.v.2L be made the righteousness of God in Him. 
He is, therefore, our whole righteousness, and 
complete justification before the judgment- 
seat of God. 
The Eternal Father, saith Isaiah, laid on 

Is. liii. Him the iniquities of us all, — on Him who, by 
' the power of His death, put them all away, 

Rom. iv. and made complete satisfaction in the judg- 
ment of God for us. He gave us complete 
deliverance from them all, and through Him 
we are accounted truly righteous, and ap- 
proved of God. 
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THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF CHRIS! IS 
MIGHTY ABOVE ALL THE POWER 
OF E VIL. 

If sin and the devil were powerful to place us 
in such condemnation, that we had in our- 
selves no remedy against it, much more 
powerful beyond comparison is the righteous- 
ness of Jesus Christ to give true and complete 
deliverance, from all the evils in which the 
devil overwhelmed us. In St Paul's words : 
If, by one man's offence, death reigned by Bom. v. 17 
one, much more they which receive abundance 
of grace, and of the gift of righteousness, 
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ 
Therefore, as^ by the offence of one, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation ; even so, 
by the righteousness of one, the free gift came 
upon all men unto justification of life. For 
as the sin of Adam condemned all his de- Rom. viu. 

1-4 

scendants to eternal death, so, through the 

righteousness of Christ, all believers are GaL iv. 7. 

justified and made heirs with Him of the 
kingdom. 



D 
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BY FAITH WE EMBRACE CHRIST. 

. Not only did God call us, and give xxa His 
Word, but He also by it, through the operation 
of the Holy Spirit, engendered faith in our 
hearts, that it might be to us like arms and 
hands wherewith to embrace Jesus Christ, with 
all His riches and blessings, and thus brought 
us to Him. This St Paul confirms, saying. 
Gal. iii. 13, Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 

14 

law, being made a curse for us, that we might 
receive the promise of the Spirit through 

Bom. iii. faith. For all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of Goi Being justified freely 
by His grace, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation, through faith in His blood; 
that He might be just, and the justifier of 
him which believeth in Jesus. By grace are 

Eph. iL ye saved, through faith, and that not of your- 
selves ; it is the gift of God ; not of works, 
lest any man should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus. 
Whence it is manifest, that our justification is 
a new creation, and work of God alone, who, 
in the beginning, created us by the power 
of His word, and who now by the same 
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power and efficacy makes us new creatures in 
Jesus Christ St John saith : He gave them John i. 
power to become sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His name, which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God, Whereby we Rom. L 
see, that righteousness cometh not to us by Bom. iii. 
nature, or by any effort of man, but by the 
free gift of the Lord, who, of His own will, 
begat us with the word of truth, as St James James i. 
writes. St Paul saith. Ye are all children of 
God, by faith in Jesus Christ. Knowing that OaH m. 
a man is not justified by the works of the law, 
but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have GaL u. 
believed in Jesus Christy that we might be 
justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
works of the law ; for by the works of the law 
shall no flesh be justified. Thus it is evident, 
that the blessing of Jesus Christ, which was 
promised to Abraham and his seed, belongs 
only to those who receive it by faith; believing 
in the divine promises, and appropriating to 
themselves that which is contained in them. 
They which be of faith are blessed with faithful Gal. m. 
Abraham ; for as many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curse. It is mani- 
fest, therefore, that those who do not with 
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the hands of faith take hold of Jesus Christ, 
and the remission of sins, and the reconcilia- 
tion which by Him is obtained for us, cannot 
take hold of or receive Him by means of any 
works that they can <ip, but are still in their 
sins, and subject to eternal condemnation. 
We can only have peace with God by being 
made acceptable unto Him. Through faith 
we are admitted into His grace. He also 
is appeased towards us, and we are ac- 

feom. V. counted righteous before Him. The Apostle 
* ' teaches this, saying. Being justified by 

faith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ; by whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace wherein we 
stand. He thus declares that Jesus Christ is 
the Author of our righteousness, and that we 
are made partakers of His salvation through 
faith, which we have in Him ; by which also 
we are assured that God is now reconciled, 
and at peace with us, and therefore that 
eternal life is our present and everlasting pos- 
session. Holy Scripture teaches this from 

Actsx. beginning to end. St Peter said: To Him 
give all the prophets witness, that, through 
His name, whosoever believeth in Him shall 

Acts xiii receive remission of sins. St Paul also in the 
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Acts, speaking of Christ, says : Be it known 
unto you, therefore, men and brethren, that 
through this man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins ; and, by Him, all that 
believe are justified from all things, from 
which you could not be justified by the law 
of Moses. Wherefore, all that believe are 
justified by faith in Him ; and the forgive- 
ness of sins, and all the benefits promised of 
God through Christ, we receive of Him through 
faith in His gospel. David, taught by the 
Holy Spirit, and seeing that all that was in 
him, and all that he could do, when tried and 
examined with the rigour and justice which 
the law demands, was matter for the condem- 
nation of God, — appeals to the divine mercy 
for protection in judgment ; and prays most 
fervently to God, that he may not be judged 
according to the demands of His law, saying : 
Enter not into judgment with Thy servant, 
Lord, for in Thy sight shall no man living be Ps. cxiiii. 2. 
justified. He thus confesses that the faithful 
are justified, through grace and mercy alone, 
and through the compassion of God, who, be- 
holding them in Jesus Christ, and calling them 
for His sake, places to His account all the 
sins and iniquities they have committed, and 
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gives to them His obedience and Batisfactfon, 
precisely as if they were their own. In order 
to raise ns abo?e all doubt, and completely 
to deliver us from the mistakes and errors in 
which, until now, we have lived, the Lord says 

La. xua. by Esaias : I, even I, am He that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins. He therefore pardons 
us, without finding in us anything by which we 

E«ek.xvl can merit such forgiveness, and of His own 

C(\ 111 

Jer. iii. free will He confers these benefits upon us. 
Hence all the works and inventions of men 
fail to obtain the forgiveness of God, and are 
rejected as evil and abominable. There is 
' one only, Jesus Christ, through whom Grod 
pardons sin. W6 are sinners, and in Him 
alone is forgiveness ; we are unrighteous, and 
He is the one Author of righteousness — in us, 
there is most just reason for condemnation, 
and He alone is the cause of our salvation. 

Aets ir. This is what St Peter saith : There is none 
other name under heaven, given among men, 
whereby we must be saved, but that of Jesus 
Christ. He says also, that neither we nor 
our fathers were able to bear the heavy yoke 
of the law ; but we believe, that through the 

10, u. * grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, we shall be 
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saved, even as they. God purified their hearts 
by faith, even as He purifies ours. Thus the 
Lord said to His disciples, , that they were John xv. 
clean through the word He had spoken to 
them. They believed it, and had been thereby 
purified from all their sins, and made meet fpr 
God ; therefore we obtain divine righteousness 
and holiness through faith in the promises of 
God, and reliance on His mercy, and on the 
truth with which He promises to be ever to us 
a compassionate Father, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ. Hence it is, that the prophet David, — 
knowing there is but one righteousness, that is 
of any value at all before God, and that can 
avail and find acceptance in the divine judg- 
ment — ^says : I will go in the strength of the Ps.ixid.i6. 
Lord God, I will make mention of thy right- 
eousness, even of thine only. He thereby 
rejects, and pronounces unclean, all the right- isa. ixiv. 
eousness and holiness of men, which is so 
defiled and corrupt, that it can in no way help 
them to S9<tisfy the claims of divine judgment, 
but must of necessity be condemned. For 
how can the uncleanness and depravity of our 
works meet the purity that is demanded of us 
by 4;he law ? 
We see, therefore, my brethren, that as 
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there is but one Redeemer of the world, Jesus 
Christ, so there neither is, nor can be, other 
righteousness than His, whereby we can be 
saved. The one way to obtain pardon for all 
our sins, and reconciliation with God, is 
through faith and hope in His divine pro- 
mises, believing and assuring ourselves of all 
that He has by them declared unto us, by 
which also He admits us freely to call upon 
Him as our Father. This catholic truth the 
Holy Spirit teaches in His Church, and, with 
all the members of it, we ourselves embrace 
and follow it, being taught and guided by the 
same Spirit, through whose word we have 
received this revelation and enlightenment. 
For this cause, Jesus Christ, our Saviour, gives 
thanks to the Father, in the name of all His 
faithful people, saying: I thank Thee, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou 
jj^^ . hast hid these things from the wise and pru- 
Lukex. dent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 
Even so. Father, for so it seemed good in Thy 
sight. The cause, therefore, of all these 
mercies is the good-will of God towards us, 
and the satisfaction which He hath in His Son. 
Therefore, let us reckon ourselves to be of the 
Heb. xiii. number of those " babes " for whom Jesus 
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Christ gives thanks, and not suffer ourselves to 
be carried about with divers and strange doc- 
trines, whose end is to separate those who 
believe from the unity of the faith taught us 
by the prophets and apostles, and by Jesus 
Christ, the Lord and Redeemer of all. 

Being made partakers of the fruit of the 
redemption of the Lord, through faith in the 
gospel, we ought well to understand what we 
have to do, in order that we may persevere and 
grow in the righteousness and holiness which 
have been conferred upon us. Before we 
were called, and received pardon for our sins, 
we were children of wrath. But now, being 
reconciled to God by Jesus Christ, we are set Epb. i 
free from the dominion of the devil; and 
having received the Spirit of God, we are by 
His power grafted into Jesus Christ, and 
made members of His body. From Him, as 
our head, we derive life and spirit wherewith 
to perform works of life, that they may testify 
clearly that Jesus Christ, who ransomed 
and pardoned us, now lives in us ; that He 
alone is the foundation of our hope, and that 
in Him, and through Him, we are beloved of 
God as His children. This is what St Peter 
teaches, when he says, that Jesus Christ is the i^^\./xu 
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living stone, disallowed indeed of men^ but 
chosen of God, and precious. He adds : Ye 
also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to Qoi by Jesus Christ : 
which in time past were not a people, but are 
now the people of God, which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy^ Ye 
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a peculiar people ; that ye should 
show forth the praises of Him who hath called 
you out of darkness into His marvellous light. 
Our whole life, therefore, should be one per- 
petual sacrifice of praise to the Lord for His 
compassion unto us ; and all our works should 
proclaim His glory and His excellencies. To 
t. u. 12. this end St Paul writes, that denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world ; 
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. We ought at once to discard 
all superstition and false religion, all lusts 
and desires of the flesh and of the world, and 
in all things to lead a godly life, according 
to the will of God, revealed to us in His 
Word, Kedeemed with the precious blood 
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of Christ, and become servants unto God, i Pet. »• 

we must not seek to serve Him in any way, 

or with other things than those which He 

has commanded in His word. The Lord hath 

chosen and called us, that we should be holy 

and without blame before Him. We are not 

holy, but profane in His sight, if we offer to 

Him other service than that which is directed 

by His Word. Eph. u. lo. 



WHAT ARE GOOD WORKS? 

St Paul writes that we are created in Christ Eph. u. lo. 
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. Those 
only are good which He has commanded in 
His Word, and in these we ought wholly to 
employ ourselves. To this end we were 
redeemed, as the Apostle teaches. Jesus 
Christ gave Himself for us, that He might Tit ii. 14. 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify 
unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. The prophet Esaias speaks ofisa. lxL3. 
true believers as trees of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord, that He might be glori* 
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fied. We ought, therefore, to glorify Him with 
our whole heart, our desires, and our thoughts, 
in those things which we know to be according 

Rom. xiv. to His will. Siuce He has opened our eyes to 
see His light, we must walk no more in dark- 
ness, falsely thinking that He will be satisfied 
with that which we ourselves are contented 
with, or which men who have not the Spirit 
command and approve. 

Mat.xvii.5. God hath given us Jesus Christ to be our 
only Master and Teacher, and commands us 

Mark ix. 7. to hear Him, for He is the Interpreter and 
Declarer of His will, and powerful also to 

Luk«ix.35. direct us into the complete fulfilment of it. 

Those, therefore, who hear Him, and cleave 
to His holy Word, as the rule of all their works, 
testify thereby that they are trees of righteous- 
ness, beloved and approved of Him, and that 
His Spirit abideth in them. He Himself 
saith, by St Matthew, of those who do not 
teach and do this, that they are plants which 

Mat. XV. His heavenly Father hath not planted ; and 
though they may flourish, and, for a time, ap- 
pear beautiful unto men, they shall in the end 
be rooted up and withered. Having, therefore, 
the testimony of Jesus Christ, that those who 
serve Him, according to the commandments of 
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men, are not His plants, we ought to hate and 
avoid such service to Him, since those who 
offer it manifest thereby that they are still . 
under the condemnation in which they were 
born. 



WHAT FRUITS MUST WE AS 
CHRISTIANS BEAR ? 

Hatred of these, and of all things which God 
has forbidden, and obedience to the divine 
commands, are amongst those fruits which we, 
as His own plants, should make it our daily 
study to yield unto Him — like those of whom 
the prophet speaks, whose delight is in the law 
of the Lord, and who in His law do meditate Ps. L 2. 
day and night. In order that we might be 
enabled thus to bear fruit, God incorporated 
us into His Son, giving Him to us for our Re- 
deemer and example, whom we should follow, 
and covering, with His righteousness, the many 
failures which we make in doing this. 

Meanwhile we must believe, that He is to 
us what we confess in the Creed — and let us re- 
joice in Him as our everlasting Saviour, Priest, Heb.vii.25. 
and King, who ever liveth to make interces-r 
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Bion for US — in whom is fulfilled for us all 
that Gkxi requires of us ; for in Him are hid 
. u. 3. all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

This is the faith that must dwell in our 
hearts, whereby we are rooted in Christ, and 
by which we know the sufficiency that we 
have in Him for all things. 



Z YING FAITH AND FALSE RELIGION. 

We must always be dependent on the good- 
ness of Gk)d, and not be as in the time of our 
blindness, when we falsely and deceitfully 
18 i. professed to believe in Him : confessing 
Him with the mouth, while in works we 
denied Him. We said, that we believed in 
Him as our Saviour, and it was false ; for we 
were seeking salvation in vain things, which 
He never commanded or approved, and in them 
until now, we have lived. We confessed Him 
as Christ, viz., as our King and our Priest, 
while His Word had no place in our hearts, 
that it might reign there — and we were verily 
enemies both to Him and to it We said that 
He was Priest, but He was not our Priest, for 
we sought pardon of our sins in other things, 
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and through other mediums, than the one 
sacrifice of His death. The satisfaction which 
He made being so complete and rich, and the 
righteousness of God being by it perfectly 
satisfied, we thought to make atonement for 
our sins with our own inventions and those 
of others. His merit being of infinite value 
for the salvation of those who believe in Him, 
we were clinging to our own merits and those 
of other men, who were full of unrighteousness, 
— ^looking to them for aid in the divine judg- 
ment, when only His righteousness can avail. 
He was given to us for our perpetual Advocate John xiv. 
with the Father, with the command, that we 
should ask of the Father in His Name every- John xvi. 
thing of which we had need ; but, despising 
Him and His commandment, we sought other 
mediators with God. What was this but to 
deny by our works the faith which we pro- 
fessed, and to be Christians in word only, 
while in our hearts we were ungodly, and under 
condemnation ? We professed to know and to Jer. ii. 
serve Christ, when, in truth, with all our works, 
■^e were diligently serving Antichrist,— and 
we turned, as Esaias saith, every man to his isa. mi. 
own way. 
Now, when, .through the singular mercy 
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of God, we truly believe in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, our Lord, and have been converted 
to Him, we desire that our life may be brought 
into conformity with the piety and truth which 
He has taught us by His Word and Holy Spirit, 
and being marked as His own, with the seal 
which is imprinted on all His chosen ones, 
— our persecutors disown us, and regard us as 
aliens and strangers ; the world cannot suffer 
us, neither could it suffer the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath shown to us mercy so worthy ' 
of the Son of God. 



THE CA USE OF THE AFFLICTIONS OF 

THE FAITHFUL. 

Notwithstanding the false colours with 
which those who fight against us cover it, we 
may be very certain, that the reason why we 
suffer so many trials, and are so spoken against 

1 Tim. iv. and persecuted, is, as St Paul says, because 
we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour 
of all men, especially of those who believe. 

Pa. xxxvii. Meanwhile, let us assure ourselves that God 
is our defence against them alL For the cause 
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being His, He will not suffer it to fail. Let 
us not waver in this truth which God hath re- 
vealed to us, for since it is the power of God 
unto salvation, to every one that believeth, of »<>«»• J- 
necessity we shall be delivered by it, and drawn 
out of all afflictions and perils. 

Holy Simeon prophesied, that Jesus Christ is 
set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, Luke ii. 
and for a sign that shall be spoken against, 
that the thoughts of many hearts may be re- 
vealed. Even in our days, we see the fulfil- 
ment of this prophecy ; for directly that the 
word of the gospel is proclaimed amongst us, 
by which Jesus Christ is revealed, the same i Pet. i. 
results follow. Some only increase their con- 
demnation, so furiously do they resist, per- 
secute, and condemn Him. All those who 
believe, are edified and saved by Him for 
whose sake they are crucified and abhorred 
by the world, while the thoughts of others, 
who were believed to be saints, and to have 
the power of conferring holiness upon others, 
are shown to be such that they cannot endure 
the holiness of Jesus Christ ; and they so rebel 
against it, that they would cast it out of the 
world if they could. 

Since it hath pleased the Lord, that our lot 
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should, in His compassion, be so happy and 
blessed, that we are of the number of those 
who believe, and are built up, in Jesus Christ, 
let us not doubt the cause of our affliction. 
Before He gave us His light, that we might 
believe in Him and know Him, the devil 
possessed us in peace, and we were in close 
friendship with the world. But a stronger 

Lukexi.22. than he being come. He has taken the spoil; 
and Satan is so enraged that, in order to re- 
cover it, he arms men with intense hatred and 
cruelty, as we see. Persecution, therefore, does 
not come for the reason which those who inflict 

Mat. xiu. it on us givc ; but, as Jesus Christ explains, 

Mark iv. on account of the Word having been preached 
and received of those whom He has called to 
Himself. Assured of this truth, we shall be 
able to bear the weight of the cross laid upon 
us by the hand of God, and will never be dis- 
mayed. Although we are weak in ourselves, 
by it we shall be strengthened. Having re- 
ceived Jesus Christ, we are now one with Him, 
and, with His strength, our weakness shall be 
comforted; by His wisdom, our ignorance over- 
come ; by His righteousness, our iniquity 
blotted out ; by His light, our darkness en- 

pd. UL lightened ; by His blessing, our curse removed ; 
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by His power hell in us destroyed: we are 
made holy by His holiness, and finally en- 
riched with all His infinite merit. So that in 
Him we are different beings to what we were 
in ourselves, in order that, by the cross, our 
spiritual life may not be impeded, but rather 
may be perfected and enlightened. 

To this end the apostle shows what is our 
condition after being called. Now, therefore, 
ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but Eph. u. 
fellowrcitizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God ; and are built upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets — Jesus 
Christ — in whom ye also are builded together 
for an habitation of God, through the Spirit. 
All our power for doing good, and also for en- 
during the trials and afflictions to which we 
are subject, comes from the foundation, which 2 Cor. vii. 
is Christ the Lord ; and both the one and the 
other serve to cleanse us from all filthiness of 
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in i Cor. vi. 
the fear of God, and thus purifying us from Heb. m. 
all that can offend the eyes of the majesty of 
Him who dwelleth in us. The way is now 
opened by which we can hold close communion 
with God, and ask of Him all that we need in 
order to follow Jesus Christ, and be completely 



68 EPISTOLA CONSOLATORIA. 

Lev. xix. 2. holj ; as He commands by the prophet, say- 
1 Pet. i. ing, Be ye holy, for I, the Lord your God, am 
holy. 

It is said by St Paul, of all the chosen, that 
God did foreknow, and also did predestinate 
Rom. viiL them to be conformed to the image of His Son, 
that He might be the First-born among many 
brethren ; to this end, therefore. He called 
and justified us. When He pardoned our sins, 
and made us partakers of His redemption, 
He began to form anew in us the image of His 
Eph. iv. Son. As yet, it is but just begun, but it goeth 
on from day to day, until in the end each one 
shall in all things be made like unto Him, 
even a living, perfect likeness of Himself. 
And as the Father is known by Jesus Christ, 
even so shall the Son be known by us ; and 
all that is in us shall be divine, even alto- 
gether heavenly; and as we have borne the 
1 Cor. XV. image of the earthly Adam, so shall we bear 
the celestial image of the second Adam, who 
came down from heaven. This is the purpose 
of God in all His dealings with us. Jesus 
Christ urges us to this, saying. Be ye there- 
Mat. V. fore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect. It is notorious how far we 
are from this holiness and perfection to which 
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we are called. Each one feels in himself 
great opposition to its attainment, and sees 
how great is the resistance of the world, and 
all that reigns in it. For this cause it is 
that God undertakes to perfect His own work 
in us. 

What can be more lovely and more to be 
desired than to be created anew in the image 
of the Son of God ? Nothing sweeter can be 
imagined than to be like Him, whom God so 
loves, and for whose sake He has shed on us 
such abundant mercies. If we love riches and 
honours, verily these are the true ones. If 
we wish to be secure against all evils, even in 
this doth safety consist, for the more we are 
like Him, the more powerful shall we be 
against them. If we wish to enjoy the riches 
which God hath prepared for His own people, 
this is the path we must follow in order to pos- 
sess them. Meanwhile, we must not reject or 
marvel at those things by which it is the will 
of God to bring us into conformity with 
the image of His Son; for having given us 
Jesus Christ for our Head, it is expedient that 
those who are His members should be like 
Him in all things, and, having fellowship with 
Him and with each other, should follow on 
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by the way that He went, in order that the 
end to which He attained may be theirs also. 
And in order that we might follow His steps, 
and enter into His rest, Gk)d made us one 
with Him. 



THE PURPOSE OF GOD. 

Therefore we ought well to understand the 
purpose of God, and, in all His dealings with 
us, to bear in mind the object He has in view, 
that we may not faint under the weight of the 
afflictions and trials through which He leads 
us ; because, considering the end, we ought 
rather to embrace them than cast them 
from us. 



THE CONDITION OF CHRIST IN THIS 
WORLD IS THAT OF HIS FAITHFUL 
PEOPLE^ NO W. 

The position which Christ held in this world 
is that of His people now. He suffered for 
the same cause for which we suffer. The 
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world treated Him so cruelly, because He was 
the Son of God, and was faithful to the Father 
who sent Him, and because in all things He 
sought His glory, and manifested to men 
the holiness and righteousness which God 
approves. For the same cause do we also 
suffer ; for being by Him made sons of God, John i. 
we know no other holiness and righteousness Rom. viii. 
than His, and, according to the power which 
He communicates to us, we seek in all things 
His glory ; we abhor that which He hates, and 
we condemn, by His Word, that which He has Mat. v. 
condemned. This is why He commands His Luke vi. 
own people to rejoice, assuring them that theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. We must remember 
this in our afflictions, being assured, by the 
unity of our cause with His, that, however 
great these may be, they cannot prevent the 
promised kingdom being ours — on the con- 
trary, it is by them that God prepares us to 
enter therein, 

Jesus Christ is the heir amongst the sons of 
God, His brethren. Thus He is first and 
greatest of all. The afflictions which He 
suffered were infinitely greater than those of 
all His people; His degradation more intense; 
His poverty deeper ; the hatred in which He 
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was held more savage and ever increasing; the 
persecutions against Him more violent, besides 
all the weight of the wrath of God which was 

Luke xxii. laid upon Him, so that His sweat was as it 
were great drops of blood falling down to the 

isa. liii. ground. Not only was He reckoned among 

Mark xv. the trausgrcssors, but He was held to be the 
chief and captain of all the unrighteous. 

(^oi. ii. 9. Being the wisdom of God, and Him in whom 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, 
He was held to be ignorant, and possessed 
with the devil. Moreover, although it was 
He who made peace between God and man, 

Mat. V. and who alone perfectly fulfilled the law of 

j':ph. ii. God, He was condemned as a breaker of it, 

Vs. ii. and a disturber of the people. Being the 
first-born Son of God, the Son of His love, 

Ps. ixviii. and Lord of all, he was regarded as an alien, 
and rejected by His own people ; so that He 

P8. xxii. 6. says of Himself, I am a worm, and no man ; 
a reproach of men, and despised of the people. 

Phil. ii. And what saith St Paul ? He made Himself 
of no reputation, and took upon Him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men : He humbled Himself, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
He stooped so low as to descend even into the 
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abyss of punishment and woe, due to us for 

our sins. Isaiah saith, When we shall see isa. liii. 

Him, there is no beauty that we should desire 

Him : He is despised and rejected of men, a 

man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. 

There was nothing visible in Him by which 

He could be recognised, and thus men knew 

Him not. Laden with all the ills of men, He 

was wounded and punished in their stead, as 

if He alone had committed every crime, and 

none other but He had offended the majesty 

of God. Behold Him, therefore, great above 

all in sufferings, and by these, even as by 

steps, exalted by God, to be also greatest in 

glory — and of His fulness all who believe in John i. ig. 

Him are made partakers. 

Inasmuch, then, as He was greatest in 
suffering for our sake, is it right that we should 
desire any better condition than His in this 
world? Since He was so insulted and ma- 
ligned, is it well that we should be honoured ? 
And our Lord having been so poor that He 
had not where to lay His head, which, more- 
over, was crowned with thorns, it surely ill 
becomes us to be abounding in perishable 
riches, and to be clothed with delicate and 
gorgeous apparel. Our Lord having been con- 
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demned and rejected of men, because He sought 
the glory of the Father, ought we to seek their 
approval ? Let us content ourselves, if Grod 
doth allow us, and vouchsafes to favour the 
righteousness of our cause. Let us not per- 
vert the ordinance of QtAj who gave to us 
Jesus for our Elder Brother in Buffering, that 
we might be imitators of Him. To seek the 
approval of the world, neglecting to follow 
Mat. X. His example, is simply, being servants, to 
Lukevi pretend to be masters; and being His dis- 
john xiiL ciplcs, to desirc to be greater and more highly 
favoured than our Lord. We can have no 
greater honour, and no firmer and more cer- 
tain assurance of our salvation, than to tread in 
the same steps that He did. Although, in the 
judgment of the world, and of our own carnal 
minds, there are to be found in this path only 
steep rocks and precipices, which are more 
likely to destroy and harass those who travel 
by it, than to lead them to the end of their 
journey — ^no path really can be safer or conduct 
more surely to the blessed inheritance. Jesus 
John X. 4. Christ goes before us, and He makes the 
road so smooth, that we can walk in it without 
danger. Let us remember well that the cross 
and its bitterness are soon over, and that they 
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lead to glory, as the Lord hath promised. 
Every day this is being fulfilled to those who 
are persecuted, and who die for the confession 
of His holy name. 



THE CROSS OF CHRIST AND OF HIS 
PEOPLE AN ORDINANCE OF GOD. 

It is needfal, that all which is ordained of God 
be fulfilled in us, just as that was fulfilled in 
Jesus Christ which was determined in the 
divine counsel and foretold of old time by the 
prophets. It was ordained of God, that Jesus 
Christ should not only be glorified, and exalted 
above every creature, but that He should suffer 
before He entered into His glory, and took 
possession of the kingdom. He himself 
declared this to His disciples, saying : The Luke ix. 22. 
Son of Man must suffer many things, and be 
rejected of the elders, and chief priests, and 
scribes, and be slain, and be raised again the 
third day. And to those who were going to 
Emmaus He said : Ought not Christ to have Luke xxiv. 

. 26 

suffered these things, and to enter into His 
glory? The Church, by the Holy Spirit, testi- 
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fied to this, when, being afflicted, they lifted 
up their voices with one accord, and said: 
Acts iv. 24. Lord, Thou art God, which hast made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and all that in them 
is ; who, by the mouth of Thy servant David, 
hast said. Why did the heathen rage, and the 
people imagine vain things ? The kings of 
the earth stood up, and the rulers were 
gathered together against the Lord, and 
against His Christ. For of a truth, against 
Thy Holy Child, Jesus, whom Thou hast 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, 
were gathered together, for to do whatsoever 
Thy hand and Thy counsel determined before 
to be done. It was therefore ordained of God 
that Jesus Christ should suffer. And in like 
manner, He ordained that all His members 
should be like Him, in all things in which it 
is pjossible. As He, before He could reign, 
suffered such tribulations, so also must we be 
crucified and afflicted with Him before we can 
enter into His glory. He predestinated us to 
be made like unto Himself; and were we to 
reign without the cross and tribulation, we 
should not bear this similitude to Him, and 
there would be great disconformity between 
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the members and their Head. But first suffer- 
ing with Him, and being by the cross made 
like unto Hinj, we shall of necessity be like 

Him also in glory ; for if we suffer we shall 2 Tim. ii. 

12 
also reign with Him. Both the one and the 

other are ordained of God, and cannot fail to 

be fulfilled, as He himself saith by Esaias : 

My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my jga. xivL 

' . . 10 

pleasure. The Lord of Hosts ordained it, 

who can withstand His will ? 



SINGULAR PROVIDENCE OF GOD 
O VER THOSE WHOM HE HAS CALLED. 

Nothing can be more profitable for us than to 
submit ourselves willingly to this counsel of 
God, by which He determined to make us 
partakers of His kingdom. And since He 
ordained that we should follow this path, let 
us bear in mind, that over nothing in this 
world does He exercise such peculiar care as 
over His own believing people. His care 
extends to all things that He created, but 
greater beyond compare is His tenderness for 
those whom He has called to the knowledge 
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of Himself, and who trust in His mercy alone. 
This the Lord himself declares to all His 
faithful people, saying, that their heavenly 
Father so watches over them that even the 
Mat. X. hairs of their head are all numbered, and that 
Acts xxvii. not one of them can perish without His per- 
mission or command. Are not two sparrows 
sold for a farthing ? and one of them shall not 
fall to the ground without your Father. Fear 
ye not, therefore ; ye are of more value than 
many sparrows. If the skill of the huntsmen 
avail not, unless God put the spoil into their 
hands, how much less can the persecutors of 
the gospel avail to harm us, if God do not 
permit it, for His own glory, and our salva- 
tion? In the general government of this 
world, nothing can be done if it be not first 
determined in the consistory of God, and 
decreed according to His will ; far less can any 
touch those whom He has chosen and called, 
without His will and command. " The power 
of the earth is in the hand of the Lord." 
^' Thy providence, Father, governeth it." 

'' Prosperity and adversity, life and death, 

poverty and riches, come of the Lord." And 

isA. xiv. He himself saith by Isaiah, I am the Lord, and 

' ' there is none else ; I form the light, and create 
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darkness ; I make ^eace and create evil. I, 
the Lord, do all these things. And again, See i>eut. 
now, that I, even I, am He, and there is no 
God with me ; I kill, and I make alive ; I 
wound arid I heal. In the day of prosperity Eccies. vU. 
be joyful, saith the Wise Man, but in the day 
of adversity consider. God also hath set the 
one over against the other. The Holy Spirit 
thus teacheth tis, that everything which 
happens to us, good as well as evil, comes by 
the providence and will of God alone, and 
that nothing can take place unless He or- 
dain and command it, for He worketh all Coi. i. 
things after the counsel of His own will. Eph. i. ii. 



WE MUS7 RECEIVE ALL OUR AFFLIC- 
TIONS FROM THE HAND OF GOD, 

Since He is the Author of all, and nothing is 
done without His having first ordained it. 
His providence also being so watchful over 
us, that all may work for our good, and that 
His will may be fulfilled in us, — ^let^us receive 
from His hand all that is our portion in this 
life, not as from the hand of an enemy, or a 
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tyrant, but from a true Father, who most 
tenderly loves us. When we are oppressed 
with divers afflictions, let us resolutely hold 
that it is He himself who afflicts us : He casts 
us into prison, and into poverty, and makes 
us of no reputation ; it is He who wounds and 
heals, kills and makes alive. Nothing, how- 
ever adverse, can befall us which is not sent 
by Him in love, to lead us to everlasting feli- 
city. Let us not be hindered, therefore, or 
occupied with those who persecute us, for they 
are only instruments, which God makes use 
of, rods, and ministers of His will ; but let 
us remember, that, by means of them. He 
afflicts and chastens us as His children, and 
that the thoughts of God are very different 
from those of His enemies. He dealeth with 
us for our good, while their object is evil. He 
chastens because He loves us ; and they afflict 
because they hate us, and wish to destroy us 
utterly. 
Job ii. 10. Great were the losses which holy Job suffered, 
and divers the afflictions he endured, the mini- 
sters whereof were the devil and his servants ; 
but that holy man received them not from the 
hands of Satan or his followers, but from those 
of God himself, knowing well that from Him 
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do all things proceed. His words were, 
Shall we receive good from the hand of the 
Lord, and shall we not receive evil? The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord. Thus he 
concludes with giving thanks, which are due 
no less for adversity and trial, than for bless- 
ings and prosperity, because all are good gifts 
of God bestowed for one end on those who are 
called to the knowledge of Him. 

Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, acknowledged 
the Father as the Author of the sufferings and 
of the cross which He endured, and received 
them from His hands, and not from those of His 
enemies. He said to St Peter, who sought to Mat. xvi. 
hinder Him from suffering, The cup which my ' * 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink it ? John xviii. 

. IL 

Willingly and with great gladness did He 
drink it, as the gift of His Father's hand. 
He regarded only the will of the Father, that 
which had been ordained of Him, and which 
He came to fulfil. He did not revile, or 
persecute, or curse, or injure those who treated 
Him so mercilessly, and crucified Him ; but 
He had compassion on them, loving them, 
although they were evil, and praying ear- 
nestly to God for them. \«5w8^TaScL, 



82 KPISTOLA CONSOLATOBIA. 

• 

By reason of receiving the cup fi-em the 
hand of His Father, He neither did nor said 
anything which was opposed to His will, or to 
the salvation of those by whom He was being 
put to death. Beloved brethren, see how 
divine an example is set before us. Let us 
consider well the life and sufferings of our 
Head, that we may learn our duty as His 
members. This is the path we have to follow, 
that we may be brought into conformity with 
Him. Do men now persecute and condenm 
us, as evil-doers, and disturbers of the people, 
and curse and hate us ? Are we ourselves to 
curse and hate? No, not even in thought 
As enemies, do they wish us every evil? Are 
we to desire the same for them? Certainly 
not; for, as children of God, we are com- 
manded to love our enemies, to do good to 
those who hate us, and to pray for those who 
despitefully use us, and persecute us, that we 
may be the children of our Father which is in 
heaven, who maketh His sun to rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust. Consider with what 
blessings Jesus Christ responds to such wicked 
works, and to minds so set against Him. How 
truly does He love His malefactors ! Guilty as 
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they were, He pleads for them to His Father ; 
Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do. How infinite is the love of God ! 
How worthy of being followed is this heavenly 
example I 



THE VOCATION OF GOD. 



If we consider attentively the calling by 
which the Lord humbled us, and brought us 
to the knowledge of Himself, it will teach us 
these things. God called us, and placed us in John x. 
the fold, which is His Church, that we might 
be His sheep, and have Jesus Christ for our 
Shepherd. We were wolves before we were i P©t. ui 
called, but now we must be sheep. A sheep 
has neither the will nor the power to do harm, 
but can only receive it. It has no tongue to 
curse, or teeth to bite ; no sharp claws to 
scratch, or wrath wherewith to be angry, and 
no hatred with which it can hate. It has, in 
fact, no power for evil, and much for good. 
Even so should it be with us, for the name of 
Christian means all this. Do men persecute 
us with the ferocity of lions ? do they afflict 
us with the cruelty and rage of wolves? do the^ 
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tear us in pieces like tigers? waylay n« with the 
craft of foxesy and neglect no art or craelty 
which they can practise against us ? Must we 
imitate them, and pay them back in the same 
coin ? No, no. Grod did not call us that we 
should be like them, but in calling He made 
John i. us unlike. He called us to be His children ; 
1 John iu. we must therefore be conformed to the image 
Mat. xi of Jesus Christ. He is our Head, and Grod 
has given Him to us for an example, that we 
may learn of Him, and follow Him. Christ, 
iPefc.ii2i. saith St Peter, suffered for* us, leaving us an 
example that we should follow His steps. In 
1 Pet. ir. what must we follow them ? In suffering evil, 
Heb. xiL -. a^ J returning blessings on our enemies. This 
is our vocation. This our Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ, teaches us by word and deed. Let us 
not heed the injuries of our persecutors, but 
let us be occupied diligently with that which 
Jesus Christ commands and does. After 
His example, let us not hate, or condemn, or 
curse, but rather love them, and be kind to 
them. The Lord has declared to us the cause 
1 John ii. of all the evil that they do. They shall put 
Johnxvi. you out of their synagogues, yea, the time 
cometh that whosoever killeth you will think 
that he doeth God service. And these things 
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will they do unto you, because they have not 
known the Father, nor me. 



WHAT IT IS NOT TO KNOW GOD. 

No greater misfortune can befall them than 
that state in which they are. Because, to be 
without the knowledge of the Father and of 
Jesus Christ is to be p(Ossessed of the devil, 
to be servants of sin, and inheritors of hell — 
engaged in constant warfare against God, the 
end of which is perdition. They carry hell 
about with them, for their conscience con-* 
demns them, and is a cruel adversary, which 
accuses them by night and by day. The judg- 
ment of God weighs very heavily upon them ; 
the law holds them accursed ; and the works 
which they do in persecuting the faithful, 
testify openly to their condemnation. 



JESUS CHRIST PERSECUTED IN HIS 

PEOPLE. 

It is not in reality the faithful, who are perse- 
cuted, calumniated, condemned, clothed in the 
swn benito (the yellow-painted dress of the 
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Spanish martyrs), imprisoned, and burnt, but 
Jesus Christ in them. He it is who suffers 
all this agony and shame. He Himself de- 
clared this to St Paul when, before his con- 
version, he was furious in the persecution of 

Acts ix. 4. Christians — Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
mje ? What greater wickedness can be imagined 
than that of persecuting Jesus Christ ? What 
greater manifestation of the wrath of God than 
that men should be suffered to reach such 
a condition, that, after having committed so 
horrible a crime, they feel satisfied, thinking 
they have done great service to God, and issue 
joyful invitations as on a solemn feast-day? 
Assuredly, they deserve commiseration and 
great pity; truly, they know not what they do. 
They are held so completely blind and captive 
by sin, that light seems to them darkness ; 

isa. V. the truth of God, deceit and error ; and the 

2 Thes. il righteousucss of heaven, iniquity. We ought, 
therefore, to pray to God with tender compas- 
sion for them, and implore Him to deliver them 
from such fatal and guilty bondage. And, God 
being the Author of our cross and tribulations, 
if we receive them from His hand, they will 
be profitable to us, and teach us to be truly 

K cxT. followers of Christ. We shall then not only 
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refrain from wrath towards our enemies, and 
not return evil for evil, but we shall desire to 
see them made partakers of His love, and 
humbled to the way of salvation: We are 
tempted to be angry and indignant with them, 
because we think that by theiy hatred, their 
calumnies, their false accusations, and intense 
desire to shed our blood, they are able to do 
us harm. But if we understand the counsel 
of God, and keep our eyes fixed on His Word, 
we shall know how impossible it is for them 
to injure us, even with all that they can devise. 
Let us give ear to that which the Holy Spirit 
saith by His prophet, and we shall be assured 
of this. 



THE SECURITY OF THE FAITHFUL. 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of thePs. xci. 
Most High shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty. The secret in which our safety 
consists is, the confidence that the Lord has 
given us, and that we have in Him, by which 
we are made partakers of His almighty power ; 
and this being secure against all evil, we also 
are made secure by it ; because He alone is 
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our hope, our fortress, and our God in whom we 
trust. Hence it is, that He promises not only 
to deliver us, but also, that His truth shall he 
Ps. zoL 9. our shield and buckler, and adds, Because Thou 
hast made the Lord, which is my reftige, even 
the Most High, thy habitation, there shall no 
evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling. Whereby we see clearly 
what a vain task our enemies take in hand 
when they persecute us and fight so furiously 
against the truth. They cannot prevail either 
against it, or against those who follow it, he- 
Mat, xvi cause the Author thereof is their defence. The 
Lord here doth promise and certify, that no 
evil shall befall, or any plague come nigh, the 
dwelling of those who fear and know Him. It 
follows, therefore, that the injuries which their 
adversaries inflict on them, do not reach them, 
and cannot really hurt them. 



THE FAITHFUL MEMBERS OF CHRIST. 

The life of the faithful, whose Protector is 
God, does not consist in fortune, or honour, or 
dignity, or rank, or health, or the life of the 
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body, or any one of those things over which 
God gives power to the wicked ; but believers 
are living members of Jesus Christ, united and 
knit with Him so closely, that in this respect 
they are invisible to the children of this world, 
even as the Lord himself is. How then can 
harm be done to that which is their real exist- 
ence, which man cannot see, and through 
which God regards them with favour, and has 
incorporated them into Jesus Christ ? For as 
He is secure, and none can cast Him down 
from the throne of His majesty ; even so are 
they, and never shall they be separated from 
Him. 



WHAT ARE THE RICHES OF THE 

FAITHFUL ? 

All that which persecutors and murderers can 
take away is simply lent ; but what God has 
given to His people for their own, none can 
deprive them of, although they may wish it, 
and although this be the one aim in all that 
they do against them. God has given them, for 
their own, the irrevocable privilege of being His 
children, heirs of His kingdom, and partakers 
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of all His benefits. They are His inheritance. 
He lives and reigns in them for ever. They 
have in Him everlasting life, and He is their 

1 Pet. i. a Father and their God. St Peter rejoices in 
this, and gives thanks, sajring, Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which according to His abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again to a lively hope by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for 
you, who are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation. Kept by the power of 
God, as in a strong tower, what evil can come 

Vn. xxxi nigh them ? Thou shalt hide them in the 
secret of Thy presence from the pride of man ; 
Thou shalt keep them secretly in a pavilion 
from the strife of tongues. These are David's 
words. However much their enemies may 
storm and rage, therefore, they can in no way 
harm them. Their pride, their calumnies, 
their craft and subtilty cannot touch them, 
neither can the hatred and fury of the devil 
penetrate where God keeps them hidden. 



EPISTOLA CONSOLATOBIA. 9 1 



JESUS CHRIST OUR EVERLASTINC 

GOD. 

That which was the portion of Jesus Christ 
on earth is also the portion of His people here. 
He was despoiled, scourged, cruelly wounded, 
and nailed to the cross, insulted, and blas- 
phemed ; but He was ever the Son of God, 
and His enemies were powerless to prevent 
His invoking and knowing Him as His Father 
and His God — He Himself being the Lord and 
Redeemer of the world. 



HIS FAITHFUL PEOPLE ARE EVER 
THE CHILDREN OF GOD. 

So likewise the faithful, however they may 
be dishonoured and despoiled, condemned, 
reviled, and subjected to all kinds of ill-treat- Rom. viii, 
ment, continue always the sons of God, and GaL iv. 
His Spirit, whereby they know and pray to Heb. ^j 
Him as their Father, ever abideth in them. 
The world and its great men are powerless 
to deprive them of this, and to do them real 
harm* 
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VAIN IS ALL THAT THE WICKED DO 
AGAINST THE FAITHFUL. 

In order still more to confirm and strengthen 
us, the Divine Spirit declares by the prophet, 
that all that our adversaries undertake against 
the gospel of our salvation is vain, and shall 
come to naught. He says. Why do the heathen 
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, 
and against His anointed. All that afflicts 
us within and without is vain, and will never 
really harm us ; for the Lord has overcome 
all our enemies, visible and invisible, and so 
subdued them, that they will never lift up 
their heads again. Hence all is vain that 
they can do against Him : He has overcome 
them, and they cannot prevail. Vain, there- 
fore, is the judgment and condemnation which 
these rebels pronounce against the faithful. 
For if, as the apostle says, there is no con- 
demnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, 
how can the judgment of their enemies pre- 
vail? The sentences and exconmiunications 
which they pronounce are powerless against 
them, for God holds them absolved, has 
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admitted them to fellowship with Christ, and 
made them partakers of all His benefits. In 
vain are they robbed, and all their property 
confiscated, for they can never be deprived of 
Jesus Christ, their own, and their true riches. 
Men destroy their bodies ; but in being set free 
from the bondage of corruption, Jesus Christ 
remains to be the joy and rejoicing of their 
hearts. They may be burned, or put to death 
in other ways, but their life is safe, they can 
never die. Your life is hid with Christ in Rom- ▼»• 

CoL iii. 3« 

God, saith the apostle. In fact, the weapons 
and all the other instruments which are so 
cruelly used against them are vain. For 
He that sitteth in the heavens, saith the pro- 
phet, shall laugh, the Lord shall have them in 
derision. At such utter madness the Lord 
laughs. They think they shall have their own 
way, and that the more believers they im- 
prison and put to death, so much the sooner 
will His kingdom be destroyed, and taken out 
of His hands — as though their power were 
greater than that of God. Would it not be 
absurd to see an ant fighting with an ele- 
phant? Would you not ridicule, and count 
for a madman, one who fought with a shadow ? 
This is just what those do of whom the pro- 
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phet Bpeaks. God keeps His people safe, 
where none can touch them, and where they 
can in no way perish. Their enemies only rage 

1 Cor. vii. against, and wound, their shadow. Against 
this, the kings, princes, wise men, counsellors, 
yea, and the saints also according to this 
world, display, some their knowledge, their 
cunning and prudence, and others their 
courage and power. One and all affirm that 
they do it out of zeal for Christianity. But 
it is such zeal, that He who sitteth in the 
heavens shall laugh, the Lord shall have them 
in derision; and He threatens them that in 

p». ii. return. He will speak unto them in His wrath, 
and vex them in His sore displeasure, subject- 
ing them to horrible punishment, as He has 
done from the beginning, and as we have 
seen by experience in our own days. There- 
fore, since all is vain that they do against 
those who know Jesus Christ, who looks on 
and laughs arid has them in derision, let us 
not fear their folly, and their attempts to 
separate us from the truth of God. 

Since we are so secure in God that they can- 
not hurt us, let us be assured of His love to us, 
in order that, by our natural weakness, we may 
not be allured by them to follow their vanity, 
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and thus become subject with them to wrath 
and divine anger ; and let us also seek to under- 
stand thoroughly why it is that He afflicts us. 
God loves us as His true children for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, with the same 
love wherewith He loveth Him. The 'Lord 
said, the night before He suffered, of all who 
were, and should afterwards be. His disciples. 
Father, Thou hast loved them, as Thou hast John xvii 

23. 

loved me. Everlasting is this love, and even 
with the same love are we beloved of Him. 
Thus He saith, by Jeremiah, I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love. While everything 
is changing, this love does not change, but 
remains the same for ever. Therefore, in 
prosperity and adversity He loves us and 
knows us as His own. The prophet testifies 
by experience, that, being in great tribulation, 
the Lord helped him. And confident of this, 
he says. When my father and my mother for- Pa. xxviL 
sake me, then the Lord will take me up. 
Jesus Christ, laden with the sorrows and 
iniquities of all mankind, forsaken by friends, 
persecuted by enemies, and cast down to the 
very uttermost, was still most profoundly 
beloved of God, who was ever near Him, and 
heard Him in His extremest agony. He said Ps. xxii. 



96 EPISTOLA CONSOLATORDL 

•John xvi Himself to His disciples, Ye shall be scattered 
every man to his own, and shall leave me 
alone; and yet I am not alone, because the 
Father is with me. In His name, the prophet 
saith. Because He is at my right hand, I shall 
not be moved. Thus doth God love them that 
are His, and He is at their right hand in their 
deepest anguish and sorrow. How does Jesus 
Christ love us ? He Himself tells us. As the 

John XV. Father hath loved me, so have I loved you. 
In other words, He loved me profoundly, even 
on the cross, and the same is even my love 
for you. He loves us as Himself; for believers 

Eph. V. 30. are all members of His own body, of His 
flesh, and of His bones. No man ever yet 
hated his own flesh. Eather, when any part 
of the body is wounded and sore, the love and 
solicitude of the head for it becomes greater ; 
it is very tenderly cared for, and cannot be 
forgotten. Thus, in our greatest afflictions, 
we are most dear to Him, and He cannot for- 
get us. The prophet Esaias saith. Can a 
woman forget her sucking -child, that she 
should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb ? yea, they may forget, yet will I not 
forget thee. Why, Lord? Because I have 
graven thee upon the palms of my hands. Oh I 
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words, worthy of the majesty of Hinok who 
utters them ! Let us not be incredulous, for 
it is God who speaks and addresses these 
words to us, just when, utterly cast down, and 
rejected and hated of all men, we think that 
He also has forsaken us. In order that He 
may not forget those who are so dear to Him, 
He says, He has graven us on the palms of 
His hands. Our hands being things that we 
always see, and which no man can forget. He 
thus makes us to understand that His eyes are 
ever on His own people, and that He cannot 
forget them, for He loves them more tenderly 
than the most loving mother. This He de- 
clared to His disciples, when death was about John xiii. 
to separate Him from them ; consoling them 
with loving gifts and promises, in their 
overwhelming sorrow on account of His de- 
parture. Let us, then, be assured of the un- 
ceasing love and care of the Lord for us, and 
let us give no place to doubt, that we may con- 
tinue steadfast and persevere unto the end. 

Conformily with Christ, which it is the 
purpose of God that His people should have, 
through the medium of tribulation and the 
cross, is a manifest token of the great love 
wherewith He loveth them. So wonderful is 



98 



SPISTOLA COSSOLATOBIA. 



this purpose, it can only proceed from so ex- 
Coi. i. alted a source. Our election, and the vocation 
Eph. i. wherewith Gk)d called us to Himself— together 
with all the means He makes use of to bring 
us to the end of our election, even to being 
glorified with Him — ^proceed from the lov^ He 
bears to us in Christ. When He opened our 
eyes to see the perdition in which we were, 
and gave us the power of His Spirit where- 
with to embrace His salvation, it was sure 
proof that He loved us ; and having shown to 
us such great mercy, we did not then doubt 
His love. Why should we doubt it now ? 

Our present sufferings for the Lord are the 
fruits and evidences of our calling. It is be- 
cause we are beloved and called of Him that 
we are persecuted and harassed by the world. 
Let us not waver in this truth. For that 
which the Holy Spirit testifies of all the mem- 
bers of the sacred body of Christ, He also 
testifies of every one of them. Therefore, 
each individually ought to appropriate it to 
himself, and assure himself of it as firmly as 
if it had been said to him alone. As it is 
iCor.ii.i2. written by St Paul, We have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which 
is of God ; that we might know the things 
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that are freely given to us of God. We are 
not therefore to be ignorant, or to doubt 
about them. 



IVJIY ARE THE FAITHFUL THE MOST 
AFFLICTED PEOPLE f 

Beldcvbrs being the especial work of God, it 
is His loving will that there should be in them 
nothing that He regards witiii hatred, but that 
they should be perfectly pure, and that their 
holiness and purity should manifest that they 
are His children. He therefore wishes to 
destroy in them the works of the devil, their l John in. 
wicked inclinations, which are so in opposition 
to Him, and all that in any way hinders their 
ftdl obedience to His holy will. In order 
utterly to destroy these evils. He lays upon 
them the burden of tribulation and the cross, 
to be to them a kind of purgatory in this 
world, in order that they may be purified by 
them; and it is EEis will, that we unite in 
receiving them as pledges of His love, and of 
our having close and true fellowship with 
Him. As mfmy as I love, I rebuke and Rev. m. 19. 
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chasten, saith the Lord. Therefore, the more 
He loves them, the more He hates the sin that 
is in them, and so much the more does He 
rebuke and chasten them. There are none 
dearer to Him than those He has already 
called and incorporated into Jesus Christ, and, 
for this reason, none are more afflicted and 
tried in this world than they are. 

God deals with us, and with all His faith- 
ful people, even as a father who has many 
children, and amongst them one, more be- 
loved than the rest, whom he wishes to make 
his heir. The more he loves him, so much the 
more vigilant is he in correcting and chastis- 
ing him, that he may be free from all vice 
which might deprive him of the inheritance. 
The son, under the grief and pain of rebuke, 
thinks it proceeds from anger, and, not under- 
standing the aim and motive of his father, 
becomes impatient and reserved, and receives, 
as a proof of hatred, that which is really a 
token of love. So is it with us. Not under- 
standing the purpose of God, who reproves 
because He loves us as His own children — in 
order to prepare us for our inheritance, and 
to destroy in us the evil which would prevent 
our receiving it — ^we become impatient, and do 
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not appreciate these trials as we ought, as 
instruments of so much good. 

Therefore, let us hear what the Holy Spirit 
says to each one of us by the mouth of His 
apostle. My son, despise not thou the chas- Heb. xii. 
tening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of Him ; for whom the Lord loveth 
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
He receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God 
dealeth with you as with sons : for what son is 
he whom the father chasteneth not. But if 
ye be without chastisement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 
Because He loves us. He wishes to assure us 
that we are His children, and by the cross to 
distinguish us from those who do not belong 
to Him. K we were without this fatherly 
correction and chastisement, the inheritance 
would not be ours, for it is even this which 
proves we are His own. Let us cast away, 
therefore, all fear and hesitation, and let us 
submit ourselves mostwiUingly to the ordin- 
ance and will of the Eternal Father, remem- 
bering St Paul's words : Ye have not received Rom. viu. 
the spirit of bondage again to fear ; but ye 
have received the spirit of adoption, whereby 
we cry, Abba, Father, The Spirit itself beareth 
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witness with our spirit, that we are the chil- 
dren of God ; and if children, then heirs, and 
joint-heirs with Christ, if so be that we suffer 
with Him, that we may be also glorified to- 
gether. We know, therefore, the benefit of 
the loving correction of God, and we suffer as 
His children and heirs, after the example of 
our Elder Brother, who, being the most 
beloved, endured the greater suffering. And 
this being proof of His close fellowship with 
the Father, let us, however great our tribula- 
tion may be, receive it as an evidence of His 
great love and favour towards us. It is said, 
"the cross is mercy," and though it be heavy 
and very hard to bear, it only proves God's com- 
passion and love, and His utter hatred of the 
devil and his works. It follows, therefore, 
that the more utterly we are overwhelmed and 
full of anguish, so much the nearer being 
consumed is all the evil in us, against which 
the Lord is fighting. In our deepest tribula- 
tions we ought to have most real happiness 
and joy, because we are drawing nearer to our 
glorious liberty, and to the perfect knowledge 
John iii. of God, by which we shall see Him face to 
face, aud know even as we are known. Let 
us not linger like children in the grief and 
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pain of present evil and tribnlations, but let 
us consider the purpose of God in them, wliich 
is to sanctify and cleanse us from all un- Col. i. 21, 
righteousness and corruption, that we may be Eph. v. 27. 
the sons of God, without rebuke, without spot Apoc. 
or wrinkle. Thus our portion may be those Heb. xU. 
peaceable fruits of righteousness, which those 
enjoy who have been thus exercised by Him. 

God also desires by this to teach us how 
great is the evil of siur— and how infinite will 
be the punishment of unbelieving sinners who 
refuse to acknowledge Him — in order that we 
may the more entirely separate ourselves from 
it, and hold it in utter abhorrence. 

If so much severity is needful — even utter 
crucifixion in living and dying, on account of the 
sin that remaineth in us — to those whom Gtod 
so loves, and has already pardoned and re- 
conciled to Himself, what fearful punishment Rom. v. 
must await those over whom sin still retains its 
dominion, and who are utter slaves of the 
devil and enemies of all righteousness ? God 
does not punish us for sin, because Christ 
has already borne its penalty in our stead. 
But He chastens the sin which still remains in 
us, not from hatred to us, but to the sin. 
And if He inflicts on us, His children, such 
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sore trial and angaish that, by reason of it, 

Ps. xiiv. men account us strangers and aliens from 
God, how shall it be with His enemies, who 
believe not the gospel, in whom He will 
not only punish sin, but also them for 
sin ? They must of necessity be consumed, 
for they will not be able to bear the rigour 

1 Pet. iv. of His judgment. St Peter saith. The time is 
come that judgment must begin at the house 
of God : and if it first begin at us, what shall 
the end be of those that obey not the gospel 

Heb. iii. 6. of God ? And if He begins to chastise, with 
so much rigour, us, who are His house in 
which He dwells^ what will He do, when His 
wrath shall be wholly kindled, and He shall 
take vengeance on those who are the house 
and abiding-place of the devil, and who obey 

Pb. ixxv. and do his will in all things ? The cup of 
wrath against sin is overflowing in the hand 
of the Lord, that all may drink of it, for all 
are sinners. His children drink the first and 
clearest portion of the cup, that they may 
understand that they have to maintain a 
constant warfare against sin, which God 
abhors in them so much that He begins by 
chastening them; thereby signifying to the 
others, that they cannot escape or flee from 
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His wrath, although they may appear to do 
so for a time. It cannot be otherwise, for His 
children having drank first, they will have 
to drink and drain it to the dregs. To the 
children of God the cup is profitable, for it Pb. cxvi. 
is the Lord's will, in allowing them to taste 
of His wrath, so to humble them, that they 
may embrace the more eagerly His mercy, 
and realise His love and favour to them. 
Thus are they made meet for the reception of 
His mercy, for though, as David says. He Ps. cxix. 
casts them down, and humbles them so com- 
pletely, it is not to leave them in that low lea. xxvU. 
estate, but in order to exalt them to glory, — 
for the Lord exalteth all that fall, and lifteth Ps. cxiv. 
up the poor from the dunghill. Ps. cxiu. . 

This being the purpose of the Lord, let us 
drink willingly the portion that He gives us 
from the cup. For if we, who have been called 
to the knowledge of Him, deserve, for our 
ingratitude and all the iniquity that is in us, 
the direst and most severe punishment, and to 
be separated from Him for ever, in company 
with lost souls, we ought surely to account 
it a high privilege to taste a little of the 
bitterness of the trials we endure. We 
merited to be reserved in everlasting chains 
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under darkness and in torments for ever, and 
God gives to us a very light and short penance 
to perform — the endurance of a few tribula- 
tions — and shall we refuse to suffer it ? Jesus 
Christ having called us to the cross, ought 
we even to shrink from bearing it, for we 
consented to be His under this condition. 
And if we carefully watch, we shall know that 
it is not we who bear it, but He who bears 
[sa. ix. 6. both us and it. Esaias says. He bears the 
government upon His shoulder. We under- 
stand by this His kingdom — ^those who are 
persecuted, imprisoned, hated, condemned, and 
slain for His sake. So that, although we have 
to drink of His cup, He gives it us so gently 
and tenderly, that all the weight falls on EQs 
shoulders, and we are upheld by Him. Mean- 
while, we ought to give thanks to Him for 
having given us that which is purest and 
easiest to drink, when we deserved to drink 
the lees and dregs of the cup. The dregs, 
which are all the severity of His wrath and 
indignation — all His fury. His condemnation, 
His eternal curse, and His irrevocable judg- 
ment — are reserved for those who do not 
believe the gospel, and who, instead of adoring 
and obeying His truth, trample on and perse- 
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cute it. This will come to pass, as St Paul 
saith, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 2 Thess. i. 
from heaven with His mighty angels, in flam- ' 
ing fire, taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with 
everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord, and from the glory of His power ; 
when He shall come to be glorified in His 
saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe. 

It follows, then, that although God now 
keeps silence, and does not immediately dis- 
play the vengeance which is prepared for those 
who despise His righteousness. He does not 
therefore approve what they do and say against 
it. His great patience and compassion are 
no evidence, that He approves the wickedness 
and condemnation which men practise against 
all that is most beloved of Him in this world : 
they merely show that He is merciful, even to 
those who render themselves unworthy of His 
inercy, that they may come to repentance. 
Everything seems to go prosperously with 
them, though sin has possession and holds 
dominion over them. But all their prosperity 
and great success serve only to treasure up 
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wrath for them against the day of wrath ; and 
they are exalted very high, in order that they 
may be utterly cast down for ever. Therefore, 
the Holy Spirit commands each believer not 
to separate himself from the truth, because of 
any adversities, or because he sees persecutors 

Pa. xxxvii. in prosperity. Fret not thyself because of 
evil-doers, neither be thou envious against the 
workers of iniquity; For they shall soon be 
cut down like the grass, and wither as the 
green herb. Rest in the Lord, and wait 
patiently for Him. For evil-doers shall be 
cut off, but those that wait on the Lord, they 
shall inherit the earth. Let us, therefore, 
steadfastly follow righteousness as the Spirit 
of God commands us. For since we do not 
escape being afflicted and evil entreated in 
this world, much less shall they do so who 
persecute us. Our temporal tribulations are 
an earnest of those which are eternal, and 
which shall come upon all the wicked who 
believe not the gospel, and who persecute the 

1 Pet. iv. righteous. Let us learn to be silent, to wait 
upon God, for great is His wisdom in all that 
He doeth. Thus shall we be strengthened, 

isa. XXX. and lose the fear of present evil. In quietness 
and in confidence shall be your strength, saith 
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the prophet. The more we keep silence, and 
wait patiently upon Him, the more shall we 
be strengthened, and given courage to drink 
the pure portion from the cup which the Lord 
gives us — and it will become to us none other 
than that, which He has promised in His 
Word. 

St Paul, in his Epistle to the Corinthians, i Cor. xi. . 
says, When we are judged, we are chastened 
of the Lord, that we should not be condemned 
with the world. In this, the Spirit of God 
testifies that, by means of these tribulations 
which we suflfer, we are delivered from the 
condemnation which must of necessity come 
upon the world. Then, again, the trials and 
other evils which we suflfer are not sent of God 
to ruin us, and to separate us from Him, as 
the world and our own natural minds would 
suggest; but in order to correct us, and 
plane away in us all that which obstructs our 
being changed into the likeness we must bear 
to His Son, our Lord and Redeemer; and also 
to teach us in our aflliction, to implore with 
greater confidence and to obtain His mercy, as 
children of mercy, that we may not.be par- 
takers in the condemnation of the world. 

This was the purport of the prayer of our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, the evening before He 
John xTiL suffered : Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them which shall believe on me through 
their word. He prayed not for the world ; we 
must not, therefore, marvel at its perversity, for 
in all that it does, it wends its way most surely 
to perdition. He prayed for us, that we should 
be kept from the eviL Consider how we are 
delivered by affliction from the condenmation 
of sin, and from all those other evils, which 
are reserved for unbelievers. Therefore, the 
Pb. xoiv. prophet saith. Blessed is the man whom Thou 
chastenest, Lord, and teachest out of Thy 
law ; that Thou mayest give him rest from the 
days of adversity, untU the pit be digged for 
the wicked. We are here assured of our bles- 
sedness by the very trials which we suffer ; 
for by them we are chastened of the Lord, 
that we may not be condemned with the world, 
and may rejoice in His salvation. " For the 
Lord doth scourge them that come near unto 
Him, to admonish them." " Behold, famine 
and plague, tribulation and anguish, are sent 
as scourges for amendment." " The mighty 
Lord sendeth the plagues, and who is he 
that can drive them away?" The apostle 
Paul says to the brethren of Thessalonica, Ye 
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are all the children of light, and the children iTiieM.v.6. 
of the day : we are not of the night, nor of 
darkness. Let us, who are of the day, be 
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for an helmet the hope of salva- 
tion. For God hath not appointed us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The same apostle also 
saith. The persecutions and tribulations that 2 Thess. i. 
ye endure are a manifest token of the right- 
eous judgment of God, that ye may be counted 
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye 
also suffer : seeing it is a righteous thing with 
God to recompense tribulation to them that 
trouble you; and to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 
in flaming Are, taking vengeance on those that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be ptm- 
ished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
His power. Whence it is manifest, that the 
persecutions which we suffer are to us as a 
seal of our salvation by Christ, and of oux 
deliverance from final condemnation, being a 
testimony also of the rest which remaineth for 
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1 Pet. i. ng hereafter with the Lord We ought, there- 
fore, to bear them with a willing mind, for it 
is a privilege not accorded to all to suffer for 
His sake. 



THOSE ARE PRIVILEGED WHO 
SUFFER FOR THE GOSPEL. 

Phil. i. 29. The apostle says to the Philippians, Unto you 
it is given, in the behalf of Christ, not only to 
believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake. 
All men have not faith, saith the same apostle, 
neither is it given to all to suffer for it. Whence 
it is manifest that those are singularly privi- 
leged of God who suffer for His sake, and that 
they thus hold secure their deliverance in 
Christ. To this end it is that He allows them 
to suffer, and lets them be ill-treated and con- 
demned in this world, in order that before His 
judgment-seat they may be absolved from 
eternal condemnation. As every father gives 
to his children that which he knows to be best, 
and most profitable for them, so God, in afflict- 
ing and trying His own people, bestows on 
them what He knows to be for their good. 
Far better and more useful are tribulations 
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than prosperity, because afflictions, for the 
Word's sake, are peculiarly the portion of the 
righteous, while prosperity is common to all 
— ^to friends and to enemies. What gifts of 
God can be more profitable and useful to us 
than those by which we are assured of His 
love to us, and of our deliverance from the 
condemnation of the world? What better 
thing can we have, while living in exile here, 
than to walk in fellowship with Jesus Christ, 
clothed with the robe of His righteousness ? 
What greater prosperity can be imagined than 
to be saved with everlasting salvation, and to 
have undoubted legal right to enter into full 
possession of the riches obtained for us by the 
redemption of the Lord? God, in giving us 
tribulations, and permitting us to be perse- 
cuted for His Name's sake, confirms unto us 
all these things ; and assures us, that we shall 
attain to the same end as that to which His 
Son attained. For this reason St Peter warns 
us, saying. Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are par- 1 Pet. ir. 
takers of Christ's suflferings ; that when His 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also 
with exceeding joy. K ye be reproached for 
the name of Christ, happy are ye ; for the 
Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you. 



114 EPISTOUL CONBOLATORIA. 

James I And St James, having considered what great 
gifts God commnnicates to His people through 
afflictions, says : My brethren, count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations; knowing 
this, that the trying of yonr faith worketh 

Rom. V. patience. We rejoice, saith St Panl, in hope 
of the glory of Gk)d, in that He hath made us 
partakers of the grace and reconciliation of 
Christ, and given ns grace to believe in Him. 
And not only so, but we glory in tribula- 
tions also : knowing that tribulation worketh 
patience; and patience, experience; and experi- 
ence, hope, and hope mi&eth not ashamed. 



TRIBULATION WORKETH PATIENCE. 

Seb how Qod loves us, and how many bless- 
ings He bestows upon us with His one great 
gift of Jesus Christ. 

Surely, there is nothing we need more in 

this world than patience, that we may be able 

to bring forth the fruits of the gospel, to the 

V obedience of which we are called. For of the 

Mark xiy. many who hear it, those only bring forth fruit 

15. ^^ who, armed with patience, endure the hand 
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of the Lord. Therefore, the apostl^Bays, Ye 
have need of patience, that, after ye have done Heb. x. 36. 
the will of God, ye might receive the promise. 
Without it, therefore, we neither do the will 
of God, nor can we attain to it. God afSicts 
us that we may learn to be patient, because 
tribulation worketh patience in those that are 
His children; who, knowing His good-will and 
love towards them, are persuaded that nothing 
can come to them from His hand, however 
adverse it may appear, which will not work for 
their real good, and greatly promote His glory. 
Realising how they themselves are loved, they 
love Him, and accept joyfully all that He 
orders for them, knowing Him to be just and 
good, as indeed He is. God reveals this. His 
good-will, to us by tiie gospel, giving through 
His Word this knowledge and assurance to all 
who receive it — ^to some more, to some less, 
according as it pleaseth Him, and as each one 
is meet to receive it. 
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FA TIENCE— EXPERIENCE. 

Patience worketh experience. This is the 
test whereby the reality of our faith is examined 
and tried. Beloved, saith St Peter, fhink it 
not strange concerning the fiery trial that is 
to try you, as if some strange thing happened 
unto you. By the patience which God gives 
us. He proves our faith in Him, whether it be 
true or false. 



CHILDREN OF LIGHT. 



It is His will that, as children of light, we 
walk not in darkness, but know by experience 
that we love Him, and that He loveth us. 
Gen. XV. Thus God tried Abraham, and found him faith- 
Rom, iv. ful ; for Abraham understood that the faith 
which God had given him, and which was 
accounted unto him for righteousness, was 
real and true, since he gave up all that he 
most loved in order to fulfil His conmiand. 
There were four kinds of people who heard the 
Word of God, and all of them said they be- 
lieved ; but when tribulation came upon them, 
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for the Word's sake, and they were all tested 
by this, it was found, that only one portion of 
them had received it trnly-for these alone en- 
dured the affliction with patience, and brought 
forth fruit abundantly. Thus the Lord dis- 
tinguishes true believers, by tribulation, from 
those who only pretend to be such, just as, 
when the thrashed corn is winnowed, the force 
of the wind separates the wheat from the chaff, 
and thus it is discovered and seen. Without 
passing through persecution and the cross, 
the Christian is unknown, and cannot be sure 
of himself. "He that hath no experience 
knoweth little." He is asleep, and a man 
neither knows nor appreciates his Christianity 
before it has been tried. For until God hath 
laid upon us that cross which is allotted to us 
to bear, each one may boast of himself as Peter 
did, before he found that he was alone, and 
in danger of being led to prison and to death, 
by the enemies of his Master. But when Grod 
has sent us tribulation and anguish, and in 
His mercy given us steadfastness, to confess 
before our adversaries the faith which by the 
gospel we have received — and when we have 
risked all, and accounted our life as nothing, 
and passed through all the evils and injuries 
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which were inflicted upon ns in order to follow 
JesoB Christ — ^then indeed we have been proved, 
and we know by experience, that our faith is a 
true and a living faith before God, since He 
keeps ns so united with Christ, that neither 
prisons, torments, threats, insults, losses, nor 
even death, can separate us from Him. This 

Jer. ix. 21 experience and thorough knowledge that our 
faith is good and genuine, and that bj it we 
can glory in the Lord, is the result of patience, 
given us by God to endure the tribulations 
which He lays upon us for the confession of 
His name. Patience, therefore, makes us ex- 
perience the reality and truth of our faith, and 
assures us that we are not deceived, or living 
on imagination, but by the Word of God, by 
which He gave us the knowledge of His salva- 
tion, and revealed Christ to us. This is veri- 

1 Pet. i. fled by what St Peter says : Wherein ye greatly 
rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, 
ye are in heaviness through manifold tempta- 
tions. That the trial of your faith, being 
much more precious than of gold thatperisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise, and honour, and glory at the ap- 
pearing of Jesus Christ. 



EPISTOLA COKSOLATOBIA. 119 



EXPERIENCE— HOPE. 



Trial, through patience, produces hope. By 
experience of the power of God in us, we learn 
to hope in Him. The greater our trial has 
been, so much the firmer and more sure will 
be our hope — like David and Daniel, and many- 
other holy men, who, being tried with grievous 
tribulations, came out of them endued with 
fervent hope, for they had felt the power and 
presence of God in them. By this they real- 
ised that He would be ever gracious unto them, 
and, whatever might come upon them, that He 
would never forsake them. David, inspired 
by the consciousness of this favour, full of 
hope in the goodness of the Lord, who upheld 
him against his enemies, and gave him victory 
over them, says : I will love Thee, Lord, my Ps. xviiL 
strength. The Lord is my rock, and my for- 
tress, and my deliverer ; my God, my strength, 
in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the 
horn of my salvation, and my high tower. I 
will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be 
praised: so shall I be saved from mine 
enemies. The sorrows of death compassed 
me. In my distress I called upon the Lord ; 
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He heard my voice out of His holy temple. 
This is the experience of all the faithful who 
have been called to the knowledge of Hinu 



ASSURANCE OF OUR SALVATION. 

Our faith having been tried and proved to be 
true, by the patience and endurance which 
have been given to us of God, our hope then 
groweth exceedingly, and we obtain the firm- 
est assurance and certainty of our everlasting 
salvation. We thus begin to realise and to 
• know without doubt that we can never be lost, 
but shall most assuredly reach the harbour of 
James L 12. salvation. Hence it is that St James saith : 
Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, 
for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown 
of life, which the Lord hath promised to them 
that love Him. 
This our hope is unchangeable and steadfast, 
MHt. V. for it has for its Author and foundation, Jesus 
Luke vi. Christ, and His word of promise. Blessed are 
ye, when men shall hate you, and when they 
shall separate you from their company, and 
shall reproach you, and cast out your name as 
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evil, for the Son of Man's sake. Blessed are 
ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake. 

Hope founded on these promises, and others 
like them, maketh not ashamed, saith the 
apostle. For we, who thus firmly believe and 
expect the fulfilment of the promises of God, 
shall never be defrauded of the fruit of our 
hope, or confounded before the children of this 
world, neither shall we be ashamed of having 
believed the divine promises. For verily we 
shall obtain that of which God has given us the 
expectation, viz., the fulfilment of them; and 
ungodly men will never be able to say our . 
hope has been in vain, for they shall assuredly Ps. xxxi. 
see us saved thereby. 

David confirms this, saying. In thee, 
Lord, do I put my trust, let me never Ps. ixxi. i. 
be put to confusion. Blessed is the man 
that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope 
the Lord is. Happy is he whose hope is Jer. xvii. 
in the Lord his God. St Peter, quoting i8t.**3u^iii; 
from Isaiah, says. He that believeth oniPet.ii. e. 
Him shall not be confounded. St Paul also 
says. We are saved by hope. In fact, the Rom. viii. 

24 

Holy Ghost teaches, that as many as hope 
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-It 

in God, tlirongli Jesus Christ, shall be saved 
by Him, and be delivered from all tribulations, 
temporal and eternal.^ Animated by this 
hope, therefore, we may rejoice in them, and 

Rom. viii say, with St Paul, If God be for us, who can 
be against us ? He that spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us 
all things ? Who shall lay anything to the 
charge of God's elect ? It is God that justi- 
fieth, who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ 
that died, yea, rather that is risen again, who 
is even at the right hand of God, who also 
maketh intercession for us. Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? As 

P8.xUv.22. it is written. For thy sake we are killed all 
the day long, we are counted as sheep for the 
slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are 
more than conquerors through Him that loved 
us. Our hope being so securely founded, we are 
safe from disappointment, and sure that no 

Rom. viiL creature shall be able to separate us from the 

39 

love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. For that, which the Holy Spirit saith, 

11, 12.' ^^ must be fulfilled in us : K we suffer with Christ, 
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we shall also rexgn with Him, and if we be Bom. vUi. 
dead with Him, we shall also live with Him. PhiLiii.io. 
Having fellowship wiA Him in His suffer- Col. iu. 3. 
ings, and being dead with Him, we ought to 
know that we shall ever live with Him. 
Therefore, to be afflicted, for His sake, is to be 
confinned and assured in our hope of the 
eternal inheritance into which He hath already 
entered for us, and where He is glorified, and 
we in Him. 

We see now, that all God does is in order to 
assure us of the certainty of the salvation 
which He has given us in Christ, and to fulfil 
in us the counsel which he ordained from ever- 
lasting. This counsel being immutable, so 
much the greater is the fury of our enemies, 
and of their leader the devil, who, being the 
principal minister of the tribulations which 
the faithful suffer, does all that he can to 
obtain the victory over them — ^visiting them 
with temptations and trials, from within and 
from without, so that they may in one way 
or other be separated from the right path. 
When the battle has to be fought, nothing can 
exceed his diligence and activity. All his 
armies are equipped and ready at their posts, to 
rob Christians of the faith which they have in 
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Christ He displays his pomp and show, that 
they may be weakened and dismajred by the 
sight of so much power. They are then like 
sheep in the mouths of wolves. Forsaken by 
friends and acquaintances, hated and disowned 
by relatives, cast off and unaided by those who 
were dearest to them, the sentences of those 
who condemn them are approved by all who 
see them in this miserable condition, as if they 
were pronounced by the mouth of Grod him- 
self. Great is the anguish and mental suffer- 
ing they endure. Heaven and earth seem to be 
enraged with them, and God and His creatures 
warring against them to destroy them. They 
see kings and princes, who ought to be de- 
fenders of the cause for which they suffer, rise 
and stand up against them, as against the 
greatest enemies they could have in their 
kingdoms. They have before them all kinds 
of men, great and small, armed with infernal 
fury against them, and all as with one voice 
shouting. Death, death to the traitors, enemies 
of God. They see, on the other hand, the 
torments which are prepared for them, the 
shame, the infamy, and the disgrace they 
must undergo before the people, before friends 
and enemies. They see the sad and terrible 
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face of death, the executioner ready to kindle 
the fire and twist the rope to strangle them ; 
and, in a moment of snch extremity, there is 
not one to comfort them. Instead of receiving 
consolation, they are exhorted to deny and 
blaspheme the redemption of Jesus Christ: 
their anguish is very great, and it even in- 
creases more and more, because it seems that 
God is asleep, and has forgotten them. The ^^ ^i"- 
devil is therefore the more active, in order 
that they may be dismayed. He tries to per- 
suade them that God hates them, since He 
allows them to be treated in this way, and 
gives them no help. This agony is worse 
than death itself. 

All this darkness and ignorance, which is 
the work of the devil himself, is also produced 
by him by means of unbelievers. It can 
only be overcome and cast away from us by 
the presence of the light of God's promises. 
The first thing we ought to do, if placed in 
such a strait, is not to stop and occupy our- 
selves with that which we see, but to press on 
to that which we see not with our bodily eyes, • 
and we shall assuredly find help in the midst 
of such anguish. God saith, by the prophet, 
I will be with him in trouble ; I will deliver Ps. xci. 15. 
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him, and he shall glorify me. It is not God 
Pf. 1. 15. who is warring against ns, but He it is who 
is with ns to help ns, giving us a secret power 
by which in the end He will deliver ns. He 
said to His disciples, and in them to ns, Fear 
Luke xii. not, little flock ; for it is yonr Father's s^ood 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. Neither 
all the power of Satan, therefore, nor the 
many evils that we see and feel, both within 
and without, shall prevent our entering into 
it. Never shall we feel ourselves forsaken, 
but we shall find God always with ns, if we 
cling to the divine promise, which cannot fietil, 
jo$h. L 5. for it is written, I will not fail thee, nor for- 
sake thee, saith the Lord. 



TffE WORD OF PROMISE 7 HE 
REFUGE OF THE FAITHFUL. 

Let us hearken to the command given of Gk)d 
by the prophet Esaias to those in tribulation : 
i»a, xxvj. Come, my people, enter thou into thy cham- 
bers, and shut thy doors about thee; hide 
thyself, as it were, for a little moment, until 
the indignation be overpast. The hiding- 



20. 
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place and secret chamber of the faithful is 
the promise of God, by which He is pledged 
to love us, and grant us His grace continually. 
To shut the door in our affliction is to re- 
nounce our own feelings; not to judge by 
what we see or feel, or to doubt the truth of 
God, but to believe that He will always fulfil 
His word, for Jesus Christ, by whom He 
hath given it, liveth for evermore. At such 
a time we see only darkness, sadness, and an 
angry God, and think that His wrath is 
excited against us. But since He owns us 
for His people, and commands us to hide 
ourselves until His indignation be overpast, 
it is, no doubt, in order that it may not 
reach us. It follows, also, that although His 
wrath is kindled, He loves us. [He is not 
angry with us, but with our adversaries, and 
those who condemn us, on whom He taketh 
vengeance for their unbelief, by leaving them 
to execute their fury. This He confirms to 
us by the same prophet, saying, of His own isa. xxvii. 
vineyard. Fury is not in me. But the briars 
and thorns He would go through; He would 
burn them together, as His enemies and 
yours. St Paul, when sorely afflicted and . 
buffeted by Satan, was beloved and highly 
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favoured of God, as he heard from His own 

mouth, when He replied to him, saying, My 

icor.xu.9. grace is suflScient for thee. David, realising 

*8. xxxi the like favour of God, saith : love the 

•3. 

sa. xxvu. Lord, all ye His saints, for the Lord pre- 
serveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth 
the proud doer. Through confidence in the 
promise, we find this light amid the darkness 
of tribulation. But when we follow our own 
reason at such a time, we of course judge 
falsely. Not realising the divine favour, we 
think God is afar off and asleep; and not 
seeing clearly the deliverance that we long 
for, we think He does not behold us. Like 
the prophet who, being grievously afflicted, 

8. xxxi. thought, judging after the fiesh, that God 
had forsaken him, but he shows immediately 
after, by the word, how falsely he had judged. 
I said, in my haste, I am cut off from before 
Thine eyes, nevertheless. Thou heardest the 
voice of my supplications when I cried unto 
Thee. He regarded himself as cast off and 
rejected; but God heard him and delivered 
him when he least thought of deliverance. 
So tribulation to us always seems too long, and 
as if it would never end ; but the Lord here 
tells us, that it endures only for a little time. 
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For, in commanding us to hide om'selves for 
a moment, He assures iis it is only momen- 
tary, and will soon be over. David also saith, 
His anger endureth but a moment. And Pb. xxx. 5. 
again, in St Paul's words : Our light afflic- 2 Cor. iv. 
tion, which is but for a moment, worketh for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. We ought, therefore, to endure it, 
looking not at the things which are seen, but 
at those which are not seen, which are eternal. 
Being children of Abraham, and having 
received grace to believe as he did, we ought 
to walk in the steps of that faith whereby 
he, when he was sorely tempted, resigned 
himself wholly to the will of God. He 
staggered not at the promise of God through 
unbelief, but was strong in faith, giving 
glory to God ; and being fully persuaded that 
what He had promised He was able also to 
perform. Even so, when our tribulations 
seem to be most grievous, and when we see 
no hope of deliverance, let us believe they are 
only momentary. We shall then more stead- 
fastly hope and be assured, that the power 
of God will fulfil His promise in a way we 
cannot understand, and which our reason 
cannot attain to. Therefore, . although we see 
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not our deliverance, let ns believe that it is 
already granted to us. 



Johniii. 



GOD IS NOT ANGRY WITH HIS OWN 

PEOPLE. 

If it seem that God hates us, and that His 
creatures make war against us, let us believe^ 
however much He may display His wrath, 
that He is on our side, and that He is not 
angry with us — for Hq cannot cast off the 
affection which He bears to us as a Father. 
Let us enter into the hiding-place, as He com- 
mands ; and although without He may appear 
very terrible, yet, when we are hidden in 
Him, we shall find Him just what He has 
revealed Himself to be in Christ, viz., a most 
merciftd Father, whose heart is burning with 
love unto us. We need not be dismayed, 
therefore, however the world may wage war 
against us, and contradict us, and however ter- 
rible may be to us the death of the body, for 
the eye of God will ever be upon us, and He 
will abide with us, although we may be dis- 
turbed amid the confusion, and be unconscious 
of His presence. 
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To all the faithful who are toiling and 
fainting under the cross, the Holy Spirit thus 
speaks by Esaias : Say to them that be of a isa, xxxv. 
fearful heart, Be strong, fear not; behold, your 
God will come with vengeance ; He will come 
and save you. God himself will give to your 
enemies the recompense that they merit. It 
is as if He had said. Hearken, my friends 
and beloved ones ; you suffer these troubles 
because you belong to me, and take my Word 
as your guide, have cast off ungodliness and 
false religion, and taken my yoke upon you. 
Do not look only at that which your carnal 
mind can see and pronounce judgment upon; 
but know assuredly, that as there is nothing 
which the world abhors more, or persecutes 
with greater rage and fury than yourselves, 
so you are dearer to me than anything else 
in this world. Therefore, my children, trust 
in me, for I have abeady overcome all that john xvii 
which causes you affliction. And since the 
enemies cease not to wage war against you, 
neither do you cease to receive consolation in 
the riches of my word of promise, which are 
yours, and given for you. If they hold you 
to be accursed and abominable, pray and 
be not weary. Let not your hands be weat^ 
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but hold fast the sword of your defence,* which 
is my Word. Be of good courage, comfort 
yourselves and fear not Your adversaries 
deceive you in everjrthing. I am not afar off, 
as they say, but present and ready to defend 
you, as I have promised. I do not hate you, 
neither have I cast you off; on the contrary, 
z©oh. u. I love you so much, that those who touch you 
touch the apple of mine eye. I will be avenged 
on those who trouble you, I myself will de- 
liver you. Persevere continually in my love ; 
for if is with me that your enemies have to 
deal, although they do not think so. Fix the 
eyes of your heart on me, and although your 
senses may be obscured by the smoke, the 
dust, and flames of fire, do not believe that 
I have gone away, and that you are left 
alone. I am with you, though you see me 
not : I, even I, am He who fighteth for you, 
although you perceive it not. Do not fear 
that the will of your enemies will be granted. 
You will gain the victory. For I, even I, 
am He who delivereth you, and that which I 
have promised I fulfil. Sweet and loving 
words like these doth God speak to His people, 
both when they are in the fire, and when they 
^je looking forward to it. 
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CONFIDENCE IN GOD ALONE. 

Since God is so nigh when lie think Him 
afar <jff, and since He so loves when we ac- 
couirt ourselves hated — ^remembering us when 
we most imagine that we ar^ cast off — let us 
put our whole trust and confidence in Him, 
for He alone is suflScient for our defence 
against all adversity, and let us say, with 
holy Job, Though He slay me, yet will I trust Jobxiii.i5. 
in Him. Our flesh is our greatest enemy, and 
is that which wars most against us. Not only itom. viiL 
does it not believe in this presence and grace 
of God, but it unceasingly fights against it, 
and leans on vain things, in order by thei? 
help to defend itself from the evils which it 
experiences. Thus, not only is it left without 
defence, but its condition becomes worse. We 
ought, therefore, to guard against tempting 
God, by putting trust and confidence, in the 
matter of our salvation, in men, be they good 
or bad, faithful or unbelieving. For the 
wicked, by their wickedness, are powerful to 
blind us, and the good, by their weakness, to 
discourage us. Inasmuch, then, as we are all 
one mass of sin and frailty, subject to every 
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evil, let us give heed to what the H0I7 Spirit 
commands by the prophet ; Put not your, trust 

p.. cxivi. in princes, nor in any child of man, in whom 
there is no help. Miserable is the result to 
those who do trust in them. Jeremiah saith, 

Jer.xvii.5. Cursed is the man that trusteth in man. ' Let 
us, therefore, fix our heart on God alone, and 
rely on Him, so shall we be sure of His help 
and defence, as the prophet saith. If we 
believe His word, the victory is already ours. 

ijoimy.4. For St Johu says, This is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith. Stephen, 

Acts vi. 10. armed with this faith, which was communi- 
cated to him through the gospel, overcame 
his enemies, who were not able to resist the 
wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. 
With what arms did David, a youth of tender 
age, fight against Goliath, that mighty captain 

1 Sam. ^f i]^Q Philistines ? He sought no help of Saul, 
and he could not bear the weight of his armour ; 
neither his own wisdom and prudence nor his 
strength, which was so inferior to that of his 
enemy, availed him; but armed alone with 
confidence in God, he overthrew the giant, and 
delivered the chosen people. In him was ful- 
filled, and it always is fulfilled to every believer, 
the promise of God, which says : Because he 
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hath sA his love upon me, therefore will I P«- ^oi 14. 
deliver him ; I will set him on high, because 
he hath known my name. 

Greater is He that is in us than he that is ] Jo^ i^- 
in the world ; let us therefore discard all power, 
industrj', prudence, wisdom, and counsel of 
men. For the less we depend on them, and 
the more we are separated from the flesh; 
precisely also when, in the judgment of human 
reason, our case seems utterly hopeless ; then 
are we most powerful, then we see the greatest 
wonders of God, and marvellous works done 
by His might, in us and for us. Then, in our 
weakness, God manifests the greatness of His 2 Cor. xii. 
power for our welfare and salvation. When 
we think we are most prosperous and success- 
ful, because we have on our side the help and 
favour of men, then it is that we become 
faint-hearted, and that which we seemed to 
possess slips from our hands ; and being puffed 
up in our imaginations, we become deserted 
by God and man. For we make gods of the 
things in which we trust, however insignifi- 
cant they may be, and in them lose sight of 
the true God. We lean on the things of the 
world, because they appear more beautiful, are 
more attractive and magnificent, and have a 
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greater multitude of followers. Thus we divide 
the hope which ought. t(^^ rest in God alone. 
Our carnal mind leans always on m^ and 
relies on them, instead of clinging only to 
God. For, being crafty and cunning, it 
nearly always deceives us, and also continu- 
ally deceives itself, covering its unbelief and 
hypocrisy with some colour which cannoii so 
easily be detected. Beguiled by it, therefore, 
when we esteem ourselves strongest, because 
we seem to have the favour of men, then it is 
that we are most feeble and powerless ; and 
the carnal weapons on which we depend, and 
to whose aid we look for succour, are not only 
useless, but, in our extremity, they impede and 
injure us. In this contest, therefore, let ug 
imitate David, who, in fighting against his 
enemies, was armed alone with faith in 
God, and by this conquered and overcame 
them all. 

How we ought to deal with our corporal as 
well as spiritual enemies, God teaches us in 
his apostles. All the wise, the holy, and the 
powerful of this world were against them — as 
well as all the riches, the dignity, the autho- 
rity, the excellence, the greatness, and power 
of men — so completely that they seemed in- 
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vincible. There were no princes or lords, 
kings or kingdomakthat were not opposed to 
theatif-and did noTWage cruel war against 
them. But, armed alone with the Word of 
the gospel and with patience, they overcame 
all the strength and endurance of the world, 
and of the Prince of it. And having truly John xir. 
b^ieved the gospel, they overthrew all the 
loftiness and pride of man which exalts itself Bph. m. 
against God, and brought men into captivity 
to the obedience of faith, by the power of 
which they made the world to tremble, and 
wrought great and marvellous works. Neither 
the strength of the world, the power of Satan, 
nor the craft of his followers, could prevent the 
tiny grain of mustard-seed — of faith in the 
gospel — ^from increasing and growing like a 
large tree, whose branches extend into all Mat. xiii. 
parts of the world, so that the birds of the air 
come and lodge in the branches thereof. 

The devil and all his vassals are combated 
now, and overcome with the very same wea- 
pons with which God keeps His faithful 
people armed. If those who serve the prince 
of darkness, and who are branded with the 
mark of the beast, which St John speaks of, Bev. xiiL 
are imable to prevent the sun from arising 
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day by dar, and diffusing His beams through the 

and brightness — neither can they hindear the 
Luke L 79. Bun of the gospel from enlightening us anew 
isa. ix. each day, and, by its light and glory, giving 
isa. ixL sight to the blind ; by its power, proclaiming 
Luke It. liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
Ps. li prison to them that are bound, and giving com- 
plete deliverance to all the contrite in heart. 
Let these enemies ascend to heaven if they 
can, and hurl down the sun, if they wish to 
2 Cor. iv. hinder the shining of the glorious gospel, 
which proclaims that God alone is the Lord, 
who, according to His word, must be adored 
and served by men. All that they do is insult 
to God, and it returns upon themselves. Let 
us put on the armour of the apostles, and 
rejecting all confidence in men, let us assure 
ourselves that, by our afflictions and death, 
the enemies and opposers of the gospel are 
destroyed. For God leads them by the same 
path now that He led those who contradicted 
and persecuted the apostles and prophets, 
who taught the same gospel of life which we 
now possess. By Him we live, and for His 
sake we suffer ; but He and not they must 
always conquer, as He has done since the 
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beginning of the world. Therefore, that we 
may be sure of victory, let us not tempt God, 
but leji us confide wholly in Him, and hold in 
abhorrence all the help and favour of men. 

Why is it that so many faint and grow 
dispirited, having lost all courage for perse- 
vering in the good work which God hath 
wrought in them ? Why are others so cold and 
lukewarm, the gospel which enlightens them, 
and the works wrought of God by means of it, 
being so clear and so wonderful ? Doubtless 
it is because they trust in each other, and take 
men for their staff to lean upon, looking only 
for the favour which by their means they may 
obtain. Some put their trust in riches, some 
in honour, others in possessing the friend- 
ship of great men ; some in being illustrious 
and of noble blood, and others again in other 
like things. What is this, but to confide in 
a shadow, and in the smoke which vanishes 
before our eyes I When we consider that we 
are afflicted for the cause of God, we shall see, 
that to trust in the help and favour of men is, 
as it were, to trust in the staff of a broken 
reed — on Egypt ; whereon, if a man lean, it isa. xxxvi. 
will go into his hand and pierce it. To be a 
Christian, and a faithful one, is to be founded 
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on the Rock, which is Christ. Having this 
sure foundation, why should we seek human 
support or aid, by which we may lose our 
steadfastness? For against this Bock no 
winds of tribulation, tempests, torments, or 
floods of evil can prevail, or cause it to move 
or stir. Let us then assure ourselves that, 
having this firm foundation, which is Jesus 
Christ, nothing shall be able to move us, as 
the Holy Spirit testifies, saying: They that 
P8.cxxy.i. trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, 
. which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever. 



TRUST IN GOD THROUGH HIS 
WORD ALONE. 

It is the will of God that we believe and trust 
in Him through His Word alone, and not by 
the authority of holy men, or of faithfal 
ministers whom He sends. For if we trust 
and believe in God, through any holiness 
and goodness there may be in them, it will 
serve only to weaken us; from them we 
can imbibe only pride of imagination, by 
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which our own weakness will be increased, 
and our infirmity become greater. But if we 
look to Jesus Christ alone,, we shall surely be 
strengthened by Him, that we may not faint, 
but be made steadfast against all evil. 



THE PURPOSE OF THE MINISTERS 

OF GOD. 

The ministers of God, whom you have heard, 
thus teach, referring men in all things to 
Jesus Christ as the Author and Preserver of 
all truth and righteousness. They sought only 
to be faithftd to the Lord, who sent them, and 
to prepare His way, showing men, by the law, 
the condemnation in which they were by sin, 
and how severe is the judgment of God against 
the unbelieving and superstitious — inventors 
and followers of deceits, which are in opposi- 
tion to His gospel — afterwards humbling them 
to Jesus Christ by the gospel, as Him in whom 
alone is the remedy for every evil, in order 
that, through Him, they might receive it, and 
might know God as their Father. They did 
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not boast of themselyes as gods, but were 
men, subject to all human infirmities, who 
had no less need of Jesus Christ than those to 
whom they proclaimed Hinu Let this, then, 
serve our present need, that as our faith is not 
in men, so our steadfastness cometh not by 
men ; we will not, therefore, look to men, or 
lean on them, but on Gk>d, who giveth life to 
the dead« 



THE TRUTH OF GOD DOES NO! 
DEPEND ON MEN. 

Rom. iv. Men stumble and are weak ; but the truth of 
God which they have taught is not, therefore, 
also weak and feeble. It does not lose its 
power or fail because they do. All the disciples 

Mat. xxT. failed, and forsook our Lord in His death ; 

Luke xxii but this did not cause Him to fail, or to cease 
to be the Redeemer of the world, nor did 
His truth lose any of its power. After they 
had denied Him, and been offended in Him, 
He was just as true, as good, as just, as un- 
changeable, and |)owerful, as truly also the 
Justifier of men, as before ; for the truth of 
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God in no way depends on men. Though the 
disciples were offended in Him on account of 
the disgrace and indignities of His cross, He 
did not, for this cause, disown, or hate, or 
deny them ; but afterwards brought them to 
repentance, and subdued them to Himself. 
Now, seated at the right hand of the Father, 
He is still the same; His love has not changed 
for the fallen and the weak, who sink and 
faint by the way under the weight of the cross ; 
but He makes them partakers of His mercy, 
pardoning them, giving them strength, and 
overcoming all the weakness that is in them. 
Since He, the Son of God, loves the weak, Rom. xiv. 
and does not cast off or disown them, we 
also, in order to be like Him, ought to 
love, not to disown, them, but, rather, to hope 
that He will deal with them as with the first 
disciples, who had the first-fruits of the Spirit. Rom. viii. 
Let us not be of the number of those who are 
at enmity with God, and who suffer all that He 
does to separate them more and more from 
Him, growing cold in the love which they 
owe to Him, and blaspheming His holy name, 
together with the adversaries of Christ. But, 
as faithfrd and obedient children, let us com- 
prehend the purpose of our heavenly Father, 
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and receive from His dealings with us the 
fruits which it is His will we should obtain, 
viz., to know Him more, and to humble our- 
selves more entirely. So fer from separating 
ourselves from Him, as the wicked do, let ns 
draw nearer to Him, and thus acquire fresh 
strength to persevere in the way of truth. 

If there has now been weakness in many, 
in whom we did not expect it, the weakness 
is not of the truth, but of man. Let us not 
think it a strange thing to find weakness in 
men ; for all that men have in themselves 
is weakness and faint-heartedness. Hence 
we may understand and learn, how great is 
the need for all who stand upright, as well 
as for those who have fallen, to have the 
power of Christ, without which we can in no 
way endure. Meanwhile, let us look, as in a 
mirror, at the falls and failures of others, that 
in them we may know our own weakness, and 
humble ourselves before God, because, in our- 
selves, we are utterly powerless for good. And 
since we are all called to the cross, and to 
fight against the pride and presumption that 
are in us, let none, while thus occupied, judge 
harshly of those who have fallen ; but let him 
iCor.x.12. that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he 
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fall. God is powerful to raise the fallen, Rom. xiv. 
and exalt those who are bowed down, toPa. oadvi. 
bind up and heal their wounds. He does not 
despise them because they have fallen, for 
they are His children ; but it is His will, by 
such means, to make His work more glorious, 
— that where sin abounded, grace may still Rom. v. 20, 
more abound, and that in this way His compas- ^^' 
sion and goodness may be the more evident. 

The world cannot suffer any one to depre- 
ciate its judgment, or to approve that which it 
condemns. Now as the children of God have 1 Cor. u. 
the mind of Christ, they by it approve what 
God commands, and reject the judgment of 
the world as evil. It therefore exerts all its 
power to deprive them of this understanding 
of the truth, and, consequently, of God, whose 
gift it is. But by this very path God alienates 
them more from the world, and leads them 
to entirely reject its judgment, and to with- 
draw from it. 

And if it happen, that the children of Qod 
stumble and fall under the weight of the 
cross, and give wrong judgment — disallowing 
the truth which they ought to receive, and 
approving the lie which they ought to reject — 
even this shall work for their good, that they 

K 
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Pi. xxxiii. may be enriched with true humility and con- 
fidence in God alone, whose goodness is wont 
Rom. viii to bring the very greatest blessings out of 
great evils. He maketh all things work 
together for good to those who love Him, and 
even out of sin doth He extract for them great 
mercies. This He did to Noah, to David, and 
Geii.ix. to St Peter, after they fell. Seizing the moment 
John'xxL of their falling, He showed to them great 
(;ai. vi/ mercies, and commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness. Being in this way separated 
from, and crucified to, the world, and it to 
them, they learn to know by experience that 
neither honours nor riches, noble birth or the 
favour of men, neither wisdom nor men's 
esteem, will avail in this contest, but faith 
alone and confidence in the Lord. Being 
pruned in this manner, and made meek and 
humble, they abide in the vine, which is 
Christ, and are more meet to receive His gifts. 
For the Father thus purges and purifies them, 
that they may yield more genuine and abun- 
John XV. dant fruits. Thus Christ conquers, and Anti- 
christ is vanquished. Although he thought 
that he already had those sheep for his own, 
and that he had taken them out of the hands of 
God, Jesus Christ holds them by His mighty 
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power, and unites them to Himself by a 
stronger and closer bond of love. 



PROMISE OF GREAT CONSOLATION. 

The truth of His promise never varies, in John x. 28. 
which He says. My sheep shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my 
hand. Neither hell, nor the devil, nor sin, nor 
Antichrist and all his followers, have as much 
power to draw them away, as He has to de- 
fend them, and preserve in them that everlast- john iii. 
ing life which He has already given them, since 
the day on which He called them to Himself. John viu. 

God knows that those whom He receives 
are not without sin, but that they are subject 
to all sin, and capable of every evil. Notwith- 
standing this. He accepts them for His own, 
knowing that they will fall ; yet not for this Bom. xiv. 
reason rejecting them. Jesus Christ well 
knew that all His disciples would deny Him, 
being oflfended in Him, as He had foretold ; Mat. xxvi. 
but this did not prevent His making them 
promises of great gifts and of everlasting life Luke xxii. 
during His Last Supper with them. He de- 



148 ' EPISTOLA CONSOLATOBIA. 



John xiv., clared unto them also, that He was going to 
xm. ' offer Himself as a sacrifice, that sin might be 
destroyed ; and that it was for them, and in 
their stead, in order that they and all His 
Heb. ix. believing people might receive life and pardon 
Mark xiv. through Him. They all afterwards fell, and 
denied Him; but He, having adopted them 
for His own, and promised them pardon, did 
not forsake them, although they forsook Him ; 
He did not disown them, though they had 
denied Him ; He left them not to perish, 
though they had voluntarily rushed into per- 
dition — ^but pardoned, restored, and healed 
them from all their backslidings. 

Thus, although we may have been overcome 
by weakness, and have fallen under the cross, 
God will not cast us off, for He has accepted 
John xr. US for His own, and promised us life. Those 
whom He in His mercy once takes hold of. 
He will not suffer to perish, or fail to help in 
John vl. their necessities ; but He will bind up their 
wounds, and will glorify Himself in them, 
and give them eternal life. When He re- 
ceives us, He does not do so on condition of 
our being good in ourselves, or faithfiil and 
persevering in goodness, because this cannot 
be, according to our corrupt nature ; but He 
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receives us with the condition of being Him- 
self our life, our pardon, our steadfastness lOor. i. 30. 

1 t^ • * 1 John X. 28* 

and perseverance, our pbysician and our2Cor. v. 
medicine, our master, our salvation, and our isfiii.^ 
ever-living Redeemer. 

Fearful is the crime of having denied the Eev. xiit 
truth of God, and turned away to receive a 
lie, and of having forsaken the worship of the 
true God in order to worship the Beast. It 
is evidence of our being ingrates, unknown to 
the Lord, from whose bounty we have re- 
ceived such innumerable mercies. Go, saith jer. ii. lo, 
God, by Jeremiah, to the isles of Chittim and * 
see ; and send unto Kedar, and consider dili- 
gently, and see if there be such a thing. 
Hath a nation changed their gods, which are 
yet no gods? but my people have changed 
their glory for that which doth not profit. 
God called us that we might have Him for 
our Father, and as such might love and wor- 
ship Him. He took us out of the thickest 
darkness of deceit, and lies, and of n;Larvellous 
error, and revealed to us that Jesus Christ 
alone is our complete salvation. Walking in Acts xir. 
the way of perdition, worshipping stocks and Acts xrii 
stones, He made us submissive to His way. 
Possessed by the devil and by sin, He delivered 
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Deut iv. US from their tyranny. Being a lost nation, 

1*0 cxlvii 

He made us His own people, dealing with us 
as His own, and giving us the food of His 
Word. He being our only God, and only 
Lord and Father, we denied Him for an idol; 
the glory which He had given us of being 
His people we exchanged for vanity, accept- 
ing false doctrines, and rejecting the truth. 
We have forsaken our lawful Husband, Jesus 
Ho». ii. Christ, to whom we were united by faith in 
Him,' and have conmiitted fornication, by 
separating ourselves from Him, and denying 
the faith which we had plighted to Him. 



TRUE RELIGION. 



The Turks and Moors do not deny their 
faith ; nor do the Indians or vassals of Anti- 
christ deny theirs, though these religions 
are all false and fuU of lies. And we, who, 
through divine mercy, possess that which 
alone is holy and true, and which came down 
from heaven, whose author is the Lord of 
heaven, are we to deny it through vain fear 
of losing our lives ? What is our life with- 
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out this religion of God, but simply that of 
the brute creation ! In what do we differ 
from all other people and nations under 
heaven ? In that we know Jesus Christ, by 
revelation of the Father, and have through Mat. xvi. 
Him eternal life ; and while they are walking isa/iiiL 
in darkness, we have that Word, by whose olwi^iiiiis*. 
power He created all things, to guide andjg^®^; 
keep us. If God had been at any time our 
enemy, — if He had been a cruel tyrant, and 
had deceived us, we might have reason for 
forsaking Him, in order to escape from deceit 
and tyranny. But He has always been our 
God, and is the God of our salvation. He it 
is who restrained the devil, that he might not 
be able to devour us; He commanded His 
creatures for our sustenance when we were 
enemies to Him ; He hath delivered us from 
great peril of death, and hath been ever our 
guardian and defence ; and shall we so shame- 
lessly deny Him? Our guilt is very great. 
We have justly merited that He should for- 
sake and condemn us, with those who are still 
deceived under the tyranny of the devil and 
of Antichrist. For the light affliction which 
we suffer for His sake, to forget so many and 
such undeserved mercies as He has bestowed 
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upon US, is a thing deserving of most grievous 
punishment. 



THE FAITHFUL ARE CALLED TO 
BEAR THE CROSS. 

If Jesus Christ had not first been crucified, 
and made a curse for us, and had not called 
us to follow Him, bearing our cross, we might 
have been deceived. But He called us to 
crosses and tribulations, and not to gifts, or 
honours, or pleasures of this life. Consider 
what it is to have denied Him ; and whence 
could such utter wretchedness proceed, except 
from not having understood the end for which 
He called us ; this was, through suffering, to 
bring us into conformity with Himself. To 
have rejected the truth, in order to avoid the 
cross, is to have rejected Him ; for there is no 
Jesus Christ without the cross, no true and 
profitable cross without Jesus Christ. We may 
well feel, therefore, deep sorrow and repent- 
ance for having forsaken and denied Him ; 
and may the life which remains to us be one 
of continual penitence. 
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GOD OUR EVERLASTING FATHER. 

Let us examine ourselves, and consider atten- 
tively, that He whom we have oflfended is not 
an enemy, who is seeking and plotting our 
destruction, but our God and Father, who 
seeks our salvation. As I live, saith the Ezek. 
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of ^"^* * 
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 
way, and live. It was our Father whom we 
grieved and denied. When we denied Him, 
we changed ; but He did not change. He is 
still our Father; He loves us as a Father, and 
will rejoice at our conversion. He seeks us 
in order to lead us to repentance, and to make 
us members of His household. Did we imi- 
tate the apostles in being offended, as they 
were, at the humility and cross of Christ, and 
in denying Him, through vain fear of death ? 
let us imitate them also in their repentance. 
Christ will receive and restore us again with 
no less tenderness than He did them ; for He 
is our Master and Redeemer, as well as theirs, 
and God, who, through Him, is our Father, 
loves us no less after we have fallen than 
before. 
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EXAMPLE OF TRUE PENITENCE, 

The nature and the tender love of parents are 
not changed by the infirmities and weaknesses 
of their chUdren. 
Luke XV. The prodigal son, after he had wasted and 
consumed the goods of his father, repented of 
his sin, and returned to him, confessing him- 
self unworthy to be called his son. The father, 
seeing him a great way off, ran to meet him ; 
and he had scarcely opened his mouth to con- 
fess his sin and disobedience, when he fell on 
his neck and kissed him, commanding that 
new and rich clothing should be put on him, 
and that great rejoicing should be made. Thus 
we see that he made no difference after his son 
returned to him repentant, but was the sam^e 
to him as he had ever been, before he left his 
house. He acted towards him as a father 
both before and after his fall. His back- 
slidings and dissipation did not change his 
father's love and tenderness, his heart, or 
his relationship towards him. He does 
not upbraid him for his faults, great as 
they had been ; but rejoices so much at his 
return, that, for joy, he gives him no time to 
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confess them, for lie has already pardoned 
and put them all away ; and he desires that he, Ezek. xviii. 
and all that are with him in his house, rejoice jer. xxxi. 
with him in having found his lost son. 

To us, my brethren, who, like the prodigal, 
have wasted the good gifts of God, the Holy 
Spirit speaks, placing before us the example 
which we ought to follow, after we have fallen 
away from Him ; in order that we may know, 
by experience, the tenderness of God's love to 
us, even now, when our spirits are wounded, 
and we are full of shame and confusion. 
However grievous our backslidings may have 
been, we are herein assured of pardon as 
completely and fully as if we had already 
obtained it. For if our heart be wounded with 
true sorrow for having fallen into them, we 
are abeady pardoned, even before we confess 
them to him. He will embrace us, and give 
us, as children, a kiss of peace, manifesting 
Himself as our Father no less than before. 

The transgressions that we have committed Ezek. xviii. 
shall not be mentioned unto us, for the joy of 
our salvation. It is true that we have wasted 
His goods, but the riches of His house, with 
which He will enrich us anew, are inexhaus- 
tible. Therefore, let us not corrupt ourselves 
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by looking at our own misery and nakedness, 
but let our eyes be fixed only on Him, for our 

J(^m jL salvation, our life, our sure refuge, is in Him^ 
and not in ourselves. 

You will be sorely tempted to consider bow 
many, who were yet weak in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, you have also caused, by your 
denial, to stumble, and to condemn the truth 
which before they approved. This will wound 
you deeply, and here Satan will war against 
you. It has happened unto you as unto the 
apostles, who denied their Master, and were 
the cause of many being offended. But if, 
being weak and unpractised in war, you fell, 
and the enemy overcome you, you must gather 
fresh strength— confessing the truth which 
you denied, and steadfastly laying down your 
life for it, as they did. They died for the con- 
fession of the truth which they had before 
denied; and they were thus permitted to build 
up and to restore that which previously they 
had destroyed. 

In Jesus Christ we have power for this, and 
complete reconciliation. Therefore, the Holy 
Spirit commands us to go to BKm, saying: 

Heb. iv. We have not an High Priest who cannot be 
' * touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
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but was in all points tempted like as we are, 
yet without sin. Let us, therefore, come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need, Jesus himself said: They that be Mat ix. 12. 
whole need not a physician, but they that are 
sick. He even calls them to Him in these 
words : Come unto me, all ye that labour, and Mat.xL 28. 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for 
I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls. Our being very 
sick, and oppressed in conscience, not only 
does not hinder our coming to Jesus, but 
rather insures His help ; for we are those whom 
He calls, that He may take upon Him our 
burthen, and heal us. If you have been 
robbed of your reputation, if they who hate 
you have despoiled you of your property, shut 
you up in prison, and condemned you as 
heretics, this in no way hinders your going to 
Him, and receiving other riches and honours 
greater beyond all comparison than those 
which are visible. Although you are con- 
demned of men as enemies, God loves you, 
and allows you as His children, and therefore 
commands you, to seek rest through His Son, 
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who, if He did not love you, would not be so 
solicitous for your good. Your sins cannot 
be so great as the salvation which He o£fers 
to you, for He has already put away and 
overcome them all, and it is His will that you 
rejoice in His victory. If you think you are 
unworthy of so much mercy, this doth not 
hinder you, for His worthiness is infinite. 
Our ears being closed to the suggestions and 
1 Cor. I reasonings of the world, and of our own carnal 
minds, let us open them to that voice with 
which Gt)d so lovingly calls us to Himself. 



GOD THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL GOOD. 

Since in God alone there is mercy, and He is 
the fountain of all good, let us not expect to 
find it in any other, but only in Him and in 
those who have His Spirit, and are members 
of Christ. 
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THE MERCY OF GOD. 

It is the property of mercy to deliver the 
wretched from their troubles, and to give 
them true blessings in their place. The 
greater the evils and miseries from which it 
gives deliverance, so much the more manifest 
and conspicuous is He who is worthy of all 
praise. 



THE MERCY OF MEN. 

How shall we call that mercy which deprives 
us of the greatest blessings, and plunges us 
into the deepest misery! This can only be 
extreme cruelty, clothed with the name of 
mercy, whose author is none other than the 
devil. The persecutors of the gospel call it 
mercy to constrain men to deny God and 
Jesus Christ, while it is really to rob them of 
the fpuit of redemption, and to deliver them 
into the hands of the devil. What is it but 
to deprive them of infinite blessings, and to 
plunge them into innumerable evils, in 
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exchange for the life of the body, which is 
even as a vapour, bo soon passeth it away, and 
we are gone ! How can there be mercy where 
the righteousness and truth of God are denied ! 
How can those be compassionate who con- 
demn the innocent, and hold it to be a crime, 
worthy of the most ignominious death, to 
iCor. L 3a confess Jesus Christ, and to know no other 
CoL^i;^* Bedeemer, Head, or Giver of life to His 
Church? The president, in such courts, 
is none other than he who has been a 
Eph. i. murderer from the beginning ; therefore in- 
^ ^^^ justice and cruelty only can exist in them, 
and these become greater and bolder in pro- 
portion as the truth, which is discussed in 
them, is purer, more divine and heavenly, and 
more in conformity with its author, Jesus 
Christ. Let no believer deceive himself by 
placing any confidence in their mercy ; for if 
they suffer you to retain the life of your body, 
they do therein despoil you of the life of your 
soul, which is faith in. the gospel of Christ. 

The token which they give of their com- 
passion is of the same kind as their mercy. 
This is a san benitOj which is a token of 
having denied Christ, and submitted to the 
dominion of Antichrist, of having been un- 
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faithful to God, and faithful to the devil; of 
having exchanged eternal riches for those 
which perish with the using; it is proof also Prov.xxvi. 
that the dog has turned again to his own vomit, Mat. xii 
and the . sow that was washed to her wallow- 2 pet. u. 
ing in the mire. The token, therefore, in no way ^' 
differs from that of which it is the sign, and 
it is well that by it we should recognise who 
are the merciful, how far they are the instru- 
ments of the mercy of God, and also how 
great is their -enmity to those to T^hom He 
has shown mercy. We ought not, therefore, 
to seek mercy, or expect it, except from God, 
6t exchange His compassion for the cruelty of 
men, and of the devil, though it put on the 
outward garb of pretended mercy ; and we may 
rest assured that great is the compassion of 
God towards us, when those who ought to be 
our preservers put us to death for His name's 
sake. 
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PROOF THAT WE BELONG TO THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD. 

Wb may regard it as a sure token and proof 
that we belong to the kingdom of God, when, 
for His sake, we are condemned and ill-treated 
of men. Let ns not fear death so much, when, 
to prolong our life one week here, we may lose 
that which is eternaL What else is the life 
they concede to ns, in what they call mercy, 
but a perpetual death, full of anguish and tor- 
ment ; and this is often extinguished by some 
slight accident I Why then, for a thing of 
such short and momentary duration, should we 

Mat. ▼. hazard the blessings of eternity and the life 
which can never end? More blessed is our 
lot in this dishonoured death than that of our 
condemners and murderers ; for our death is 

John xi testimony of the life which we have in Christ, 

"* who is our everlasting resurrection ; and their 

killing and condemning us manifests clearly 

that they are out of Christ, and have no part 

Rev. 7X9. with Him. Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord, saith St John ; and the prophet David 

Pi. oxvi. testifies,that precious in the sight of the Lord is 
the death of His saints. That which God loves, 
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and which is an evidence of our being blessed, 
we, as His children, ought not to tnrn from 
in any way, but we should seek to glorify 
Him by it, in imitation of the apostles. John xxi. 



WJHAT IT IS TO FOLLOW CHRIST 

Lbt us give heed to that which Jesus Christ 
saith to all who seek to follow Him. He that Mat. x. 37. 
loveth father or mother more than me, is not 
worthy of me; and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me, is not worthy of me. 
He that taketh not his cross, and foUoweth 
after me, is not worthy of me. He that Mark vui. 
findeth his life, shall lose it; and he that 
loseth his life, for my sake, shall find it. For Mat. xvi 
what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul ? Or, what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
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ASHAMED OF CHRIST AJVp OF 

HIS WORD. 

Whosoever shall be ashamed of me, and of 
my words, in this adulterous and sinful gene- 
ration, of him also shall the Son of Man be 
ashamed, when He shall come in the glory of 
His Father, with the holy angels. Therefore, 
the way in which Jesus Christ teaches us to 
preserve our life, is to lose it for His sake, 
and for the confession of His name. We 
keep it then, when it is taken from us, because 
we thus place it in the hands of God. Let us 
not be ashamed of Christ or of His words, 
however men may despise us. We ought 
rather to account it an honour when, for His 
sake, we are held in contempt. For even the 
very weapons, with which believers are put to 
death, are to them distinctive marks of honour, 
and of the eternal kingdom to which death 
isa. ixL leads them. Jesus Christ was the Son of 
pj; ^"* God, Lord of every creature, and He whom 
^t.^^ the prophets foretold should come. But 
Mark XV. those who crucified Him stripped TTiTn of 
His very raiment, and, in scorn and derision^ 
put on Him a purple robe. They put a reed in 
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His hand, and a crown of sharp thorns on His 
head, wounding and mocking Him as a false 
king and a deceiver of the people — one also 
who, as they thought, was Himself deceived, 
not accounting Him to be, as He was in 
truth, the Son of Grod. 



THE FAITHFUL KNO WN OF GOD AND 
UNKNOWN BY THE WORLD. 

In like manner now are His faithful ones — 
members of His holy body — afflicted, robbed, 
and put to death, because they call themselves 
the sons of Gk)d, as, in truth, they are. And 
because they are not of the world, they are 
not clothed with the garments which adorn 
people of this world, but with the dishonoured 
ones of Jesus Christ, in which they are covered 
and hidden from the world, as He was. They 
put on them a Ban benito and a coroza^ or paper 
crown, like a fool's cap, both of which are 
yellow, and have demons in red painted on 
them. The breast and shoulders are covered 
with the san benito j in token that Gk)d alone 
knows and approves them, although they are 
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disowned and rejected by the world, and that 
He loves them as His own children, though 
the world hates them as deceivers and fools. 
The paper crown is a token of the kingdom 
which Jesus Christ won for them, when He 
wore His crown of thorns, and suffered the 
reproach and death of the cross. Gk)d gives us 
to understand by the painted demons, that 
sin, death, hell, and Satan are already van- 
quished, and that they have no more power 
to do them harm than those vain painted pic- 
tures. For as Jesus Christ, while living, bore 
those marks of infamy, even so He himself 
lives and reigns, under those insults and 
those garments of opprobrium, in those who 
are reproached and crucified for His sake. 
He lives in them, and thus all the works of 
the devil are by Him destroyed in them, as 
1 John iii St John saith : For this purpose the Son of 
God was manifested, that He might destroy 
the works of the devil. Whence it is evident, 
that those very things for which the perse- 
cutors think God will disown them, as they 
do, are sure tokens of His approbation, and 
of their possession of the blessed kingdom, 
into which, after a few hours, they will enter 
triumphantly in glory. 



EPISTOLA CONSOLATOBIA. 167 

Perverted, therefore, is the judgment of the 
faithful, in renouncing the mercy of God to 
accept the cruelty of man. Let them repent 
of having forsaken the banner of Christ, and 
passed over to that of His enemies. Let them 
not fear the reproach of men, in returning to 
the right way, or think that all is lost, because 
they have fallen under the cross and been^ 
offended in Christ. They must remember 
they were not sinless creatures, but subject 
to those evils which they experience, and to 
others which are inevitable; and God has pro- 
mised that His compassions fail not. If they 
are humbled and repentant, let them know 
they have His pardon. For like as a father Pb. cm. 13. 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame ; 
He remembereth that we are dust. And since 

• 

our God and Father has ever been merciful 
to us, we may be sure He is not less so now. 
Meanwhile, let us cast from us the cursed and 
execrable compassion of those who despise the 
gospel ; otherwise, we shall have no part in 
the mercy of God, to which it is so opposed 
and so utterly dissimilar. Henceforth, let us 
not be offended in Jesus Christ and Him cruci- 
fied, or believe, as those do who are still in 
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darkness, that, amongst Christians, the position 
of Christ and of Hxs gospel is*different now to 
what it was, when. He himself lived among 
men. He brings with Him and teaches the Mme 
righteousness and truth which are ever hated 
by the world, and He is, therefore, treated now 
as then. By those who are given over to super- 
1 Cor. 1. stition and to the holiness which the world 
approves. He is condemned as an offence ; and 
by those who are puffed up with human wisdom, 
He is pronounced mad ; while both regard Him 
as a heretic for the hatred they bear to Him. 
Hence it is, that as the saints of this world, 
— the wise men, the doctors of the law, the 
priests, the pharisees, and scribes — condemned 
Jesus Christ; even so now, others, in like posi- 
tion, condemn Him and His gospel, and exert 
all their power to kill the heir and cast Him 
Mat. xxi. out of the viucyard ; and although it is their 
Mark xiL office to build, they reject the first and chief 
Ps. cxviii. comer-stone of the temple, and also those 

22 

iPet.a6. that are built upon it. The gospel is never 
without its Annas, Caiaphas, Pilate, Jndas, 
and its high priests and pharisees, who op- 
pose and persecute it. For this cause also, 
those who now are true disciples of Jesus Christ 
are threatened, persecuted, and imprisoned 
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for professing tJie truth of their Master, be- 
cause the Judases of the gospel waylay them 
to betray them, and put iSiem to death, for the 
great hatred they bear to the Master, and also 
for their own interest and gain. And having 
found and imprisoned them, they incite each 
other to acts of cruelty, not only against them, 
but against even the walls of the houses in 
which Jesus Christ has been preachedj cast- 
ing them down to the ground. In this we 
see, that the Church of the faithful is in the 
same position now that it always was in this 
world. For this reason, Isaiah addresses it 
thus : thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and isa. liv. ii. 
not comforted 1 — words which were quite as 
applicable to the Church in Jerusalem in the 
time of the apostles. 

When, therefore, it is the portion of the 
members of this Church to be imprisoned and 
brought before these men, let them not ex- 
pect to meet with more compassion than Jesus 
Christ found in those who condemned Him. 
But let them remember the word of the Lord 
to His disciples, when He sent them into the 
world : Behold, I send you forth as sheep in Mat. x. 
the midst of wolves. The wolf has no mercy 
on the sheep ; and, if it pretend to show any, 
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it is only in order the more readily to seize 
and tear^it in pieces. They must remem- 
ber also, that they are called to be brought 
into conformity with Jesus Christ; and as, 
from the time they laid hands on Him until 
He expired upon the cross, He found no 
humanity, charity, compassion, or pity, in 
men, any more than if they had been ferocious 
beasts; so the same portion — imprisonment 
and the cross — ^must be theirs also. 

This is why thieves, highwaymen, apostates, 
and murderers, those who have been guilty of 
sacrilege, simony, fornication, adultery, and 
other like crimes, when they are imprisoned, 
have some one freely to plead for them and 
be kind to them, visiting them in their 
prisons, helping them in their trouble, and 
giving them comfort and strength. But if 
the children of God be prisoners, they are 
put into cells where they can neither see nor 
be seen of men. There is no one to speak 
kindly to them, to console and strengthen, or 
even to show them that heathen kindness 
with which men naturaUy pity those who are in 
trouble. But they are kept always alone and 
separate from each other, and treated with 
more than Turkish cruelty. And for what 
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crimes ? Simply because they are just men, 
whose whole faith and confidence is in Jesus 
Christ alone, and whose hope of salvation is 
only through His mercy, and through the 
blood which Hq shed for them. 

Then, if they have to appear before the 
judges, they find them extremely cruel, like 
fierce lions, and full of craft and cunning, to 
take hold of their words and increase the accu- 
sation against them. They forbid them to be 
visited and shown mercy— a thing expressly 
commanded of God. If any, who have not 
yet been despoiled of all humanity, speak to 
them or visit them, they are immediately 
suspected of the same crime ; and if any 
one, moved with compassion, entreats for 
them, he is held to be an accomplice and par- 
taker in the crime of believing and confessing 
Jesus Christ, and of not being ashamed of 
Him who is crucified in them. Even as Christ 
was overwhelmed with sorrow on the cross, so 
they also are deprived of all human sympathy ; 
and exactly as vinegar and gall were given to Mat. xxviL 
Him, in His great thirst in the agonies of 
death, all that they receive is gaU and bitter- 
ness, in order to increase their anguish. They 
are sheep in the midst of wolves, who cannot 
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treat them otherwise ; so great is the enmity 
they bear to them and to their Shepherd. 

Since all that is done against the faithful is 
first registered in the counsel of divine Pro- 
vidence, which changeth not, let us take 
refuge humbly in the Lord ; for although we 
seem to be left alone, He will make this pagan 
bitterness and cruelty to work for our good. 
Let us imitate the children of Israel when 
they were captives in Egypt. They were 
treated with the like cruelty and tyranny, 
without having either king, prince, lord, or 
magistrate to take their part. Deprived of all 
human aid, they sought refuge in God alone, 
and, with many sighs and tears, confessed their 
sins to Him, and implored help according to 
His promise. Their tears and groans had so 
much power, that they prevailed before the 
throne of God, and His people obtained their 
desire. When the cruelty and tyranny of the 
Egyptians had reached the utmost height, 
and all hope seemed to be taken away, Qod 
stretched forth His arm from heaven, and 
delivered them with great might, without the 
aid of human strength. No tyranny can last 
long. The greater and more unmeasured its 
power, so much the nearer is it to destruction. 
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In proportion as the persecution of Pharaoh 
and of his followers increased against God and 
His chosen people, so much the more quickly 
did he perish. Nothing will sooner destroy 
the cruelty and violence of tyrants than the 
patience and humility of the saints, who, sub- 
mitting themselves with heart and mind to 
the will of God, ask help of Him,' with 
faith in His promise. There is no way so 
effectual to blunt the edge of th^ cruel sword 
of tyrants, nor is there any water that so 
quickly extinguishes the flames of fire which 
they kindle, as faith and confidence in the 
Lord. Meanwhile, let us not regard our own 
weakness and solitude, or think of ourselves 
apart from Jesus Christ. For all our enemies 
who afflict and torment us being dead in His 
sight, He holds them to be dead to us, though 
we see it not with these eyes of flesh. They 
appear to be still alive ; but they are, for the 
hatred they bear to the truth, dead in the 
sight of the Lord. And the greater their fury 
and frenzy toward us, so much the surer token 
is it that their utter destruction is at hand. 
The people of God fled through the midst of Ex. xiv. 
the sea, regarding themselves as already swal- 
lowed up by deathy and were pursued by hosts 
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of armed men, all intent on their destruction ; 
but having come to the other side of the sea, 
and turning to look at those who had followed 
them so boldly, thirsting for their blood, they 
saw them dead upon the sea-shore. While 
they were in the midst of the sea, the waters 
were a wall unto them on the right hand and on 
the left, so that they could not see the Egyp- 
tians, — ^who, in their hearts, looked upon them 
as already dead, — coming so furiously to kill 
them. But now, having come up out of the sea, 
God shows to His own people, that those who 
appeared so many, so strong, and so coura- 
geous, were only dead corpses; there was, 
therefore, no cause to fear them, even when 
they seemed to be alive. In like manner now, 
Ps. ixxxii those who persecute us so boldly, and would 
fain blot out the name of God from the earth, 
that none might know and confess it, God 
regards as dead men ; and they are so to us, 
although, as yet, we see it not There is, 
therefore, no reason to fear them, or to for- 
sake the confession of our faith, for any evils 
which they can threaten or inflict upon us. 
Once delivered out of the sea of troubles in 
which we now are, by the way in which it 
may please God to deliver us, He will then 
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show US that those who now appear to be 
alive, and who treat us so utterly without com- 
passion, blaspheming the name of Christ and - 
His gospel, are, in truth, only dead men, who 
can in no way harm us. 



CHRIST, THE FOUNTAIN OF ALL 

GOOD. 

If it would be great folly to fear the statues 
and idols in the churches, as if they could do 
us good or harm, far greater folly, even mad- 
ness, would it be to forsake the friendship of 
God, and to renounce the obedience and faith 
of Him, who is to us a perpetual fountain of all 
real happiness and good, through fear of these 
dead men, who can do us neither good nor 
harm. K we had reason to fear them, the 
Holy Spirit would not say to all, and each one, 
of the faithfiil : Be not afraid of their terror, i p©t. iii 
neither be troubled ; but sanctify the Lord God ^ ^ * 
in your hearts. Therefore as, through the 
faith and confidence which the people of Israel 
had in our God, and through the humble 
prayer with which they cried unto Him in 
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Ex. xiv. XV. their necessity and anguisli, Egypt then 
perished, Pharaoh was overwhehned with all 
his hosts, and they were delivered, giving 
thanks for the goodness of the Lord with 
psalms and hymns of praise ; even so now, 
through the like faith and confidence, which 
we must have in His mercy, and by the same 
mighty power, all those shall perish who per- 
secute us for the gospel's sake, for they are 
not less rebellious and opposed to Grod, or 
less the enemies of His people, than Pharaoh 
and his vassals were. Therefore, let ns hold 

Heb. X. fast the profession of our faith without waver- 
ing, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together and the communion and fellowship 
of the holy Church ; for we who believe in 
Christ shall never perish, but shall be de- 
fended, even as the children of Israel then 
were; and the evU, which our persecutors 
devise and work against us, shall return upon 
Pb. yii. their own heads, as the Holy Spirit saith by 
the prophet David. 
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THE FAITHFUL GLORIFIED IN 

CHRIST. 

If we consider the end of the afflictions, and 
the very bitter cross which the faithful endure, 
we shall see great reason to suffer and go 
through them with joyfulness. St Paul says, 
Whom He justified, them He also glorified. Rom. viii. 
Even as Jesus Christ was glorified, so also 
shall His people be. This, therefore, is the 
end of their sufferings here. And as God led 
Jesus Christ to the kingdom, made Him Lord 
over all His enemies, and glorified Him, 
through the afflictions and the cross which 
He laid upon Him, so, that which we now 
suffer, is the path to glory, and He who is our 
Head being already glorified, we, in one sense, 
are also glorified in Him. Eph. i. a 

This path is so direct and straight, that 
those who follow it cannot fail to enter 
the kingdom. Out of this path men lose 
themselves; but those who travel by it, 
and who suffer with Christ, because they per- 
severe in His truth and His religion, cannot 
fail to be glorified. Therefore, let those 
who suffer, and who die for so righteous a 

M 
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cause, rejoice, and be the more certain of their 
glorification with Christ For the truth of 

Mat xix, God cannot fail ; that which God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. The Holy 

Rom. viii Spirit saith: Whom He did foreknow. He 

29 30 

also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of His Son. And whcnn He did pre- 
destinate, them He also called; and whom 
He called, them He also justified ; and whoso 
He justified, tibiem he also glorified ; and the 
means that He has ordained for attaining to 
this glory, are, to have been called and justi- 
fied, and by sufferings and the cross brought 
into conformity with His Son. These two 
things are so joined and knit together, that 
the one is comprehended in the other* In 
suffering with Christ, and being thus made 
like Him, is comprehended being glorified 
together with Him. Thus sufferings and the 
cross are very certain pledges of glory in those 
who are crucified with Him. 

You, my brethren, have been called of God, 
by the gospel ; you were dead in sins, but ye 

1 Cor. vi. are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
11 

justified, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by 

the Spirit of our God. This is a testimony which 

we all .possess of our eternal. and secret election 
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in Ckrist, by which we know it, and assure 
ourselves of it. That we have been called 
through divine mercy and juptified, is mani- 
fest by the persecution which the world wo As 
against us, and the hatred which it bears to 
us. For it cannot endure or love that which 
is not its own. When we were of the world, 
it gave us gifts and caresses, and treated ufi 
as its own children and possession ; but ^ince 
God has separated us from it, by giving us 
His holy light, it hates us so much, that it 
never wearies of casting us out with every 
kind of cruelty. The Lord confirms this to 
us by St John : If the world hate you, ye John xv. 
know that it hated me before it hated you. 
If ye were of the world, the world would love 
its own ; bi?t because ye axe mot of the world, 
but I hitye chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. Bemember 
the word that I said unto you. The servant is 
jnot greater than his Lord ; if they have per- 
secuted me, they will also persecute you 5 if 
they have kept my saying, they will keep 
yours also. Whence it is manifest, that 
being persecuted, hated, and p\it to death by 
the world, is an evident token that God hafi 
already tak^n us out and separated us from 



180 SPI8T0LA CONSOLATORIA. 

it, and has washed and purified us with the 
blood of Christ. In thus suffering, therefore, 
we ought to account ourselves glorified ; and 
. since we have such tokens and testimonies 
that we have been eternally chosen in Jesus 
Christ, and called and made partakers of His 
righteousness, we cannot fail to come to the 
end of the election of God, however the world 
and its false religion may clamour against us. 



ELECTED AND CALLED. 



When men who are without God, and with- 
out Christ, burn us, or inflict upon us some 
other cruel death, we know that in this all our 
trials and afflictions will be over, and the gates 
of the glory of God opened wide unto us, that 
we may enter in, and enjoy with Him for ever 
the inestimable riches of His kingdom. When 
the enemies of the gospel were stoning Ste- 
phen, he saw, in his last moments, the glory 
Act«vii65. of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of the Father, ready to receive and crown His 
martyr and faithful witness. And since the 
severest tortures, and most cruel deaths, open 
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heaven to us, we ought to run our race with 
greater boldness, without looking back, that Luke ix. 
we may know the power of the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ, and apprehend that for 
which we also are apprehended of Jesus Phil. m. 

10 12. 

Christ. This is not what our enemies desire ; 
but it is the will of God, and He has so 
ordained it. Nothing can hinder the fulfil- 
ment of His election and everlasting counsel, 
by which He loved us, and decreed that we 
should be conformed to the death of His Son, 
and should also be partakers with Him of His 
glorious resurrection. All the evil which Bom. vi. 
men practise against the faithful, is in order 
to hinder the determinate counsel of God, 
thinking that He will act, and approve, and 
condemn in conformity with their ideas. No, 
no, no ; God's ways are not their ways. For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so isa. iv. 9. 
are my ways higher than your ways, saith the 
Lord. God cannot look upon iniquity and 
on the wicked, but He makes use of them as 
vessels of His wrath, for the good and the sal- 
vation of His own faithful people. For when 
the wicked think to blot out the name of the 
righteous from the remembrance of God, and 
that it shall be heard no more in the land of 
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the living, then it is that Gtod makes them 

memorable in His house, He exalts, and glof i- 
Pi. xUy. fies, and enriches them with great gifts. Thus 

His glory shines more brightly, and His truth 

is brought to light. 
Oen. What did Joseph's brethren leave undone 

xxxvii. , ' 

to hinder the counsel of God, by which He had 
determined to exalt and glorify His servant ? 

Gen. xi7. They persecute, injure, mock him ; they throw 
him into a pit ; they sell him as a slave, and 
he is carried away into a strange country, and 
very harshly treated. And when they expect 
to hear no more of Joseph, behold he appeals 
again exalted by the hand of God^ made the 
saviour of Egypt, ruler and loifd over those 
who sold him. They tried by all that they did 
to hinder his attaining to so much glory ; but 
they could not restrain the purpose of God, or 

p«. ixxx. deptive Joseph of His love, who led him like 
a flock through so many trials, and delivered 
him with so much honour and glory. In fact, 
God continually exalted him by the very steps 
by means of which his brethren tried to abase 
him, until all was fillfllled that had been 
before determined^ Those who persecute the 
gospel in these days, try to humble the faith- 
ful by &7ety means in their power, just as 
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Joseph't brethren did ; bnt by the very way 
in which they humble tbem, God continually 
exalts them, even until He glorifies them with 
Christ. 

The enemies of God, and the hypocrites, 
desired that Jesus Christ. should neither be 
known nor glorified. And it was in order to 
accomplish this end that they persecuted Him 
so furiously, and condemned Him to die, be- 
lieving that, after death, Jesus Christ would 
be no more heard of, that His memory would 
totally perish, that they would possess His 
kingdom in peace, and that men would 
become subject to their tyranny. But the 
thoughts of God were very different to their 
thoughts, for when they abased Him, He highly 
exalted Him, and gave Him a name which is 
above every name in heaven and in earth. 
When they thought to obscure His glory, God 
magnified and diffused its beams through the 
whole world. They crucified Him, in order, 
by that kind of death, to make Him infamous, 
and that men might thus be estranged from 
Him, and might not have Him for their 
Saviour. But in this very way was fulfilled 
that which had been spoken by Isaiah ; and isa. iiii. 
the Father drew to Him innumerable dis-Ps.xiy.' 
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i8a.ixxi ciples who neither loved nor sought other 

Ps. ixL* holiness or righteousness than His. And 
through His death on the cross, God made 
Him to have dominion over all, that He alone 
should be Lord over His enemies, a thing 
which never entered their imaginations. When 
they sought so earnestly to blot out the name 
of Jesus Christ, the very reverse has been the 

PhiL ii. 10. result, for in His name every knee shall bow. 
When they sought to despoil Him of all 

John xii. honour and dignity, God highly exalted Him 

isa. liii ^^^ S^^^ Him a name which is above every 
John xii name. As He had said by St John : I, if I 

32. . 

be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me. Through His death all things are 
put under Him. His enemies could in no 
way hinder His entrance into glory, neither 
can those who persecute and kill us pre- 
vent our being glorified with Him, for it 
depends on Him, and is part of His glory. 
1 Cor. xii The glorifying of the Head is also that of 
the members, who are united, and one with 
Him. 

As until the present day, the cross and 
suflferings of the Lord proclaim to us His 
glory and mighty power, so yours, and those 
of all His people, are and ever will be heralds 
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of the same glory. The enemies of the gospel, 
guided by the spirit of Satan, tie your tongues 
when they lead you to the place of execu- 
tion — an act utterly unworthy of the most 
cruel pagans — ^in order that you may not 
speak, and that they may not hear the praises 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. The strings pg. viii 
themselves by which your words are re- 
strained shall be tongues against these 
maligners and enemies of the glory of God, 
and they shaU speak a new language, by 
which those whom He has ordained to salva- 
tion may understand and know the efficacy 
and the power of God. That which the Lord 
spake to His enemies must be fulfilled : I tell 
you that if these should hold their peace, the Luke xix. 
stones would immediately cry out and declare ^' 
my glory. 

This is now being fulfilled in you, and in 
all His believing people. The adversaries 
prevent your showing forth with your own 
tongues the praises and excellencies of Christ, 
who justified you ; and He, instead of each 
tongue, which they bind, lets loose a multi- 
tude of others, which cease not -to glorify Him, 
and to invite all to know and glorify Him 
also. Tour long and tangled beards, your 
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tattered, and — through the filthinega of the 
prijBons — dirtj clothing, the gags, the ropes 
and cords with which they bind yoo, and 
the iron collars jon are tortured with, all 
these things doth God convert into tongues, 
which, with one loud united roice, sing the 
praises of Jesus Christ, and proclaim that 
He alone is the Lord and Bedeemer, and 
that you are fSEtithfiil witnesses of His tmth, 
and of His righteousness. Thej do not hear 
this concordant music of hearen, for their 
ungodliness makes them deaf; but those hear 
it who are sanctified by Jesus Christ, as also 
those who will be so, and who are awakened 
by it to a desire of being companions and 
partners in your dishonour, in order that they 
may be instruments of so much good, and 
witnesses of a righteousness and sanctifi«- 
cation so divine and perfect as that which you 
possess, and which has been given yon of the 
Lord. 

Your death will not be barren or unfhutfol, 
any more than that of Jesus Christ, whose 
1 Pet. 11 steps you follow. God shall make*the ashes of 
your body to bear fruit, and be the source of 
many faithful children; for many, having 
heard of your stead&stness in the faith of the 
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gospel, having seen your death, and observed Acts i s, 
the constancy wherewith you are strengthened 
from on high to enable you to endure it, will 
6pen their eyes to see and know Him as their 
Father, and submit themselves to His service, 
renouncing the worship of idols, and for- 
saking the false religion of Antichrist. The 
words of the Lord must needs be fulfilled, 
which He spake, saying. Except a corn of John xU. 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone ; but if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit. If wheat is sown, and it decay in the 
earth, it becomes fruitful ; but it bears no fruit 
if it remain in the granary or store. To 
suffer and to die is, as it were, to sow the grain 
of wheat. In the judgment of the world, and 
of our own carnal minds, when we die we 
perish; but in reality we die to rise again, 
and to bring forth fruit abundantly, to the 
glory of God, after the example of Christ, 
who, by His death, brought forth fruit in 
greater abundance than by His life. 

Thus is fulfilled that which the Holy Spirit 
saith of the faithful : Whom He called, them 
He also justified; and whom He justified, 
them He also glorified. They glorify God, john xti. 
and thus bear fruit by their death, and are ' 
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themselves glorified together with Him. Crod 
hath ordained that they should thus be 
exalted, that not only their persons may be 
living instruments of His glory, but that their 
sufferings also may serve for the same end 
Thus of each one of them is verified that 

i 

which the apostle says of himself: I fill up 
CoLl2i. that which is behind of the afflictions of 
Christ in my flesh for His body's sake, which 
is the Church. The sufferings and death 
which every one of us, His members, endure 
for the confirmation of the body, the Church, 
tend to fill up the measure of conformity 
which the whole body must have with the 
Head. Each one, therefore, who is put to 
death for the truth, takes by his death his 
Bom. vi. part in filling up this measure, and is brought 
Bom. viL into entire conformity with Christ, The whole 
body of sin being destroyed, his constancy and 
patience also serve to confirm the others, that 
they may follow Christ by the same path, and 
in the end be glorified together with Him. 
Hence we see how honoured we are in thus 
suffering, since, by reason of the fellowship 
which exists between the Head and His 
Acts iz. 4. members, the Holy Spirit designates them as 
the sufferings and afflictions of Christ. And 
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as by those which Christ suffered, God was 
glorified, and He himself exalted, so is it also 
with the afflictions of His faithful people; 
because they are His, He is glorified, and we 
together with Him. 

God having bestowed on us the high honour 
of being witnesses of His truth, and of the 
salvation brought by His Son into the world, 
elevating our sufferings so much, that, having Ps. cxv. 
consecrated them in His own person. He 
calls them His own, and desires to be glorified 
by them, our death also being so precious in 
His sight, that He extracts from it so many 
living instruments of His glory, we have no 
cause to shrink from confessing His truth, 
and joyfully giving up our lives for it, and 
for Him who is so worthy of our love and 
service. Others hazard life and fortune for 
the vain things of this world, and lose them 
in the end ; shall we not lose our lives for the 
truth of God? How much more when, being 
lost in so good a cause, it is not really lost, 
but kept, that it may never perish. Why 
should we shun being glorified with Christ, John xii. 
since we are not less assured of glory than we 
are of afflictions and death? He loved and 
served us so much, that, even unto death. He 
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gave Himself no rest, and di^ pierced with 
wounds, for our 8«ke ; and sliaU we be so un- 
grateful to Him, as to wish to keep our lifQ 
instead of loving and honouring Him by it ? 
Rom. viii. Shall we be so ungrateful to the God who 

Col. L . • 

Eph. L chose us before the foundation of th^ world, 
to confer on us such mercies, as not to fuxsept 
them ? Of what use is our life, except to glorify 

Jer. iL Him? Did we not promise to give up all 
for His honour and glory? Why, then, should 
we reserve anything, and so be stumbling- 
blocks in the way of His glory. He himself 
goes before us, and passes first through every 
trial ; and shall we refuse to follow Him, who 
is our appointed Head and Captain ? Whose 
is the fortune that we possess ? Whose our 
life? Who gave us honour? Do we not 
hold it all fipom Him? Did He not give 
all to us, in order that we might glorify Him 
as His chosen and beloved ones ? Then why 
do we not do this ? Have we not sa^d that 
with and in all things Jesus Christ glorified 
the Father, and that we were choseu that we 
mi^t be conformed to His image? Why, then, 
should we content ourselves with partly gloria 
fying Him ? The conformity muat be entire^ 
and the imitation perfect, in order that W9 
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may be like Hiiwu Shall we neglect to serv^e 
and glorify Him in everything, from an idea 
that, if we devote all to His glory, we shall loss 
all, and that it will be like throwing it into 
the sea ? Bather is it, that all is lost which 
does not promote His glory, for we can never 
lose that with which we honour and glorify 
Him. He loves us, and in order that we may 
lose nothing. He demands our all; for He is, . 
and loves to be, our Guardian for ever. He 
demands our honour, fortune, health, and 
life, because nothing can be lost which is in 
His hands, a^d nothing safe which remains^ 
in our own. 



^^^i^"^^^"*^"^^-^^^^^ 



THE FAITHFUL ARE HEIRS OF THE 

WORLD. 

'^'ELY do the unbelieving perish? Because 
they do not trust God for their life, but prefer 
to keep it themselves, and, keeping, really 
lose it St Paul says : Through the righteous- Eom. iv. 
ness of faith we are constituted heirs of the 
world, like our father Abraham ; and the world 
being ours, why should we not place all that 
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we have in the hands of God, knowing that 
we shall receive it again with usury ? He that 

Eev. xxi. overcometh, saith the Lord, shall inherit all 
things, and I will be His God, and he shall 
be my Son. If we die for His sake, we over- 
come, and, overcoming, enter into possession 
of all things. We have God for our own 
God, and we are His true children ; and, if 

Rom. viii. children, then heirs ; heirs of God, and joint 

GaLiv. 7. heirs with Christ of all the true riches of 
heaven and of earth. Why, then, do we 
hesitate to make so good an exchange ? For 
while we give nothing, with Him we receive 
all things. We give nothing to God, for we 
have nothing which is our own : all that we 

1 Cor. iv. have is His ; and thus in giving all, we give 
nothing. Let us not spare, then, in giving that 
which is not ours, to Him who is so bountiful 
and free in giving all things, even Himself 
for us. Our salvation and reconciliation were 
dearer than life to Jesiis Christ, therefore 
His glory and honour ought to be more pre- 
cious to us than all the things of this world. 

How many Gentiles have given themselves 
up willingly to die, or committed suicide, in 
order to be free from the pains and troubles 
of this life, or for some vainglory, and to 
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enjoy, as they thought, immortality. And 
this they did for a mad idea. So far from 
being delivered from trials, and being able to 
attain to immortality, they entered anew into 
everlasting torments. God has expressly for- 
bidden such things, and commands us, who 
are animated by faith in the Word of God, 
to believe that our life is His, and that, 
whenever our hour shall come, and He shall 
summon us to return and yield up ourselves 
to Him, we should obey willingly, and mani- 
fest the faith and hope that we have in Him ; 
and by a joyful obedience proclaim, a3 by the 
voice of a herald in this world, that we are 
truly His ; and that, as His people, we value 
His glory, and the fulfilment of His holy 
will, more than our life. 

It is not His will that we run into danger 
rashly to solicit death ; nor ought we to blas- 
pheme His name in order to avoid it, and 
escape from those who persecute us ; but we 
should be always ready, like faithful ser-LukexiL 

35 36 

vants, for whatsoever He may appoint, so that Luke xxii. 
when He shall call us, we may go in with Him. *' "^^* 
Let us be assured that He knoweth the num- 
ber of our days, and has fixed their bound, 
which we cannot pass. The soul is placed by 

N 
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Him in the bodv^ as in a tabemacley that it 
may be kept by him nntil He, who placed it 
there, shall recall it to Himself; and being 
called, it ought not to shrink from leaving the 
earthlj tabernacle, in order that it may have 
a better habitation than any in this world, 
even in our house, which is firom heaven. It 
is not lawful to take our own lives, or to long 
for death on account of trials and sufferings 
here. To God alone belong the issues of life, 
to give and to take it away, according to SQs 
wilL He made us ; we shall return to dust ; 
and our bodies shall be raised again in incor- 
ruption, when it shall please Him. He wishes 
us to be eager only for His glory and honour, 
and to strive and seek after it by all those 
Lake xir. means which His Word declares to us ; and, if 
need be, with the loss of all things, in order 
that we may thus be truly said to be His dis- 
ciples. 

Why do we so much fear death for so holy and 
so righteous a cause ? but because we falsely 
imagine that it has dominion over us, and that 
we are swallowed up by it when they put us 
to death. If we give credit to the Word of the 
Lord, we shall clearly see, not only that we do 
not, but that we cannot, die. Verily, verily. 
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I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and John t. 24. 
believeth on Him that sent me, hath everlast- 
ing life, and shall not come into condemna- 
tion, but is passed from death unto life. He 
saith also, I am the resurrection and the life : Johnxi. 
he that believeth on me, though he were dead, ' 
yet shall he live ; and whosoever liveth, and 
believeth on me, shall never die. This is 
the true word of God, by which we are 
assured that there is no more death for those 
who believe in Jesus Christ, and that for His 
people, death is already overcome and de- 
stroyed, and exists only in name. ^' *^^* 



jDJSa th—rest from LABO URS. 

St John calls the death of the faithful rest Rev. xiv. 
from their labours. Then to die is to rest 
and to repose in God. The life which we live 
is full of so many dangers and miseries, that 
it can scarcely be called life ; but by death 
we are lifted up, as by a hand, out of them 
all, and we enter into peace for ever. There- 
fore, St Paul desired to depart, and to be 
with Christ, in order to enjoy this complete 
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deliverance. Jesus Christ destroyed and 
abolished death ; and even as it had no power 
over Him^ so it has none over any of His 
members, because, for their sakes. He over- 
came it. He himself says of it by Hosea, 
Hoe. xiiL death, I will be thy plagues ; and by St 
Paul, Death is swallowed up in victory. 
1 Cor. XV. death, where is thy sting ? grave, where is 
Heb. ii thy victory ? The sting of death is sin, and 
the strength of sin is the law ; but thanks be 
unto God, which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 



THE FAITHFUL CANNOT DIE. 

Death has now no power to hurt the faithful ; 
for that by which it wounds and kills is sin, 
which being by Christ destroyed in them, 
death also is in them destroyed, and thus the 
life which they have is eternal ; and now they 
cannot die, for the death which they die is a 
shadow of death, and not true death, because 
in Jesus Christ they already possess victory 
over it, and over all that accompanies it. 
There is, therefore, no cause to forsake the 
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truth of God in order to escape death ; to do 
so would be, as it were, to flee from a dead 
thing, as though it were alive. 



JVIfV DID JESUS CHRIST FEAR 

DEA TH. 

Jesus Christ feared death, but it was in 
order to show that He was perfect man, and 
that He had taken upon Him the sins of men. 
It was also to take away the fear and dread of 
it from His faithful people. He having died, 
we die not ; and He having so much feared 
death, we have no cause to fear it. We see 
from this, that many servants of God, ani- 
mated by faith in this truth, submitted to it 
with great joy and contentment, as if they had 
been going to a banquet ; or, as one would lead 
a bride by the hand, to conduct her with great 
honour, and to seat her on some beautiful 
throne with her husband. Agatha, when she 
was carried to prison and to death for the 
truth's sake, which she had believed, said, 
that she was going to very joyful nuptials. 
St Vincent, when he was being burnt on red 
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hot coals, mocked those who were burning 
him, and told them that the afflictions and 
death of Christians were cause for great jov 
and rejoicing to them. Ignatius, Bishop of 
Antioch, in the persecution of Trajan against 
the Christians, being condemned by the un- 
believers to be thrown to the wild beasts, to 
be torn in pieces by them, hearing the lions 
who were to execute the sentence roar, said, 
with strange joy : I am the wheat of Jesus 
Christ ; I shall now be ground between the 
teeth of the lions, in order to be made into 
bread, pure and acceptable to the Lord. 



THE UNCEASING POWER OF JESUS 

CHRIST 

This power of Jesus Christ, which is com- 
municated through faith in His gospel, is 
still given imceasingly to them that are His. 
In our own days, we have seen wonderful 
things which the Lord has wrought with His 
children in the midst of the fire. We have 
seen men and women sign and seal, by their 
death, their belief in the truth of the gospel, 
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which they had received; and who went to 
the stake as gladly and joyfully as they 
would have done to a festivity. We have 
seen holy women and beautiful girls go to 
martyrdom, singing hymns, as joyfully as if 
they were going to marry the greatest princes 
and lords of the earth. Others, in the midst 
of the fire, with their eyes raised to heaven, 
singing psalms of praise to the Lord for hav- 
ing counted them worthy to suffer for His Acts r. 41, 
name's sake. What are these but fruits of 
faith in the Word of God, and of assurance, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, of 
enjoying the complete fulfilment of the divine 
promises, and of being glorified with Christ ! 
These are the effects of having it imprinted 
on the heart, that Jesus Christ is the Besur- John xi. 
rection and the Life, and that whosoever 
believeth in Him shall never die. We see 
from this, that the Word of God has no 
less power, in those who receive it, to pro- 
duce similar results in these days than in 
times past, for it is the same now as then. 
There is, therefore, no cause for fear; and 
the Lord exhorts all His disciples, saying. 
Fear not them which kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the soul. 
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MISERABLE IS THE POWER OF 

TYRANTS. 

The power of tyrants is so short and miser- 
able, that it oan only touch our bodies, which 
are mortal, and must die in one way or other. 
All their power can only accelerate our death 
a little, and this in our own judgment merely, 
not in that of God, who numbers our days, 
and has fixed the period of their duration. 
Jesus Christ assures us that they cannot kill 
the soul. Why, therefore, should we fear 
iCor. T. those who kill the body? It is separated 
for a little season from the soul, that it may 
be restored immortal, and free from the trials 
and sufferings to which it is now subject. 
When we have a jewel of silver or gold, 
which is old and broken, we give it gladly 
to the workman who made it, that he may 
melt it in the crucible, and return it to us 
fashioned as a new one. Thus with our body, 
which is old, and subject to the corruption of 
sin, decayed, and failing in every part ; why 
should we hesitate to yield it to God, that He 
may create and form it anew, and that it 
may come forth perfect in beauty, immortal, 
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incorruptible, and shining as the brightness Mat. xUi. 
of the firmament ? The truth of Heaven 
teaches us that the soul is in safety, that 
it cannot perish or die, nor can our perse- 
cutors, with all their rage and fury, do it harm. 
As God cannot die, or be put to death by 
His enemies, even so are our souls in safety, ^^/^^^* 
because they live in Him and by Him. ^f^^fy^ 
Righteous Abel was killed by the tyranny of ^®^- "• 
Cain ; but his soul still lived in God, through 
the faith and confidence which he had in 
Him. Thus the descendants of Abel, who 
are put to death in these days, through the 
cruelty of the generation of Cain, still live in 
God, their souls longing for the redemption Rom. viii. 
and glorification of their bodies. Therefore ^* ^ • 
since our soul dies not, and cannot die, we 
ought not to fear those who can only kill 
the body. God alone gave us life, and He 
takes it again when it pleaseth Him. He is 
Lord of the dead and of the living. With- 
out His good-will and pleasure — or unless 
God loosen the curb by which He holds them 
in restraint — our enemies cannot kill us, 
though they may wish to do so; for He 
hath said : I kill, and I make alive. And Dan. iii. 
seeing He giveth life to all, from His hand also 
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Cometh death ; therefore, Him only do we 
fear, and not them ; they cannot accomplish 
their purpose, however they may strive to do 

Rev. xii. go. The devil, the old dragon, wishes and 
longs to destroy and utterly to lay waste the 
Church of Christ ; but he cannot do it, be- 
cause God holds the reins with the right hand 
of His mighty power, and restrains him, that 
he may go only as far as He directs, and 
beyond that he is unable to pass. 

How many times did the adversaries of 
Jesus Christ wish to put Him to death ? How 
many assemblies and counsels did they hold 
in order to accomplish this purpose? But 

LukexxiL they Were powerless, until their hour came, 
and the power of darkness. He said to them 
Himself: I sat daily with you teaching in the 
Temple, and ye laid no hold on me. Not the 
wish, but the power, failed them to do this, 
for the hatred they bore to Him and to His 

John xix. doctrine. Pilate said unto Him, knowest 
Thou not that I have power to crucify Thee, 
and I have power to release Thee? Jesus 
answered. Thou couldest have no power at all 
against me, except it were given thee from 
above. Even so now, persecutors have no 
power over His believing members to kill 
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them, or even to touch them with one of their 
fingers. God does not so lightly regard the 
life of the body, as to give it up to the will 
and desire of His enemies. From the time 
Jesus Christ began to preach and to manifest 
Himself to the world, He was hated of those 
who condemned Him and put Him to death. 
When they crucified Him, the desire to kill 
Him was not a new thing, but they could not 
attain to the execution of their purpose with- 
out the will of God. Thus, from the hour 
when the light of the gospel first entered 
Spain, and began to shine, it was regarded 
with deadly hatred by those who now perse- 
cute, and put to death, the faithful who are 
enlightened and quickened by it. They always 
longed for what they are now doing, for they 
have ever been enemies and adversaries to 
the truth; but, until now, they have l>een 
unable to accomplish their purpose. God 
has let loose the power of darkness, in order 
that the faithful may be tried and purified, 
and may enter into the eternal glory which is i Pet. i. 4. 
reserved for them ; and, also, that those who 
persecute and kill them may fill up the mea- 
sure of their iniquity, and of the sins of their Mat. zxiu. 

on qe 

fathers ; and that upon them may come all the 
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Luke xiiL righteouB blood shed upon the earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of the 
testifiers of the righteousness of God, who 
suffer martyrdom in our own days. Therefore, 
since men can do nothing, and are nothing in 
themselves — the power which they have being 
given to them of God, for the execution only 
of His will — let us not hold them in fear, 
because, being commanded not to fear men 
who kill the body, we cannot fear them with- 
out sin. Therefore, let ua give heed to the 
Gen. xiv. assuraucc which the Lord gives, by Isaiah, to 
i«a. xU. 9, each one of His own people : Thou art my 
servant, I have chosen thee : fear thou not, 
for I am with thee ; be not dismayed, for I 
am thy God ; I will strengthen thee, yea, I 
will help thee. In order that we may see 
there is no cause to fear human power. He 
assures us that we are His servants, whom 
He has chosen, and that He is our God. We 
therefore wrong Him, who is so entirely with 
us, if we fear those who are the ministers of 
death to the body. To fear them, what is it 
but to give them honour, and thus to dis- 
honour God, who has forbidden us to do it I 
Although our murderers may inflict much 
suffering upon us, let us believe this promise, 



KPI8T0LA CONSOLATORIA. 205 

and let US say with the prophet, Lord, my God, Hab. 1 12. 
mine Holy One, we shall not die ! Let this 
faith be our shield, and let us not swerve from Eph. vL I6. 
the straight path, through fear of death, or of 
those who inflict it. For in thus dying for 
the Lord's sake. His words shall be fulfilled 
to us, your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 
All our tears and sorrows shall be at an end John xvL 
for ever, and our joy shall be such as none 
can take away. Just when the world has cast 
us out, and killed us, and set up badges of 
our dishonour — thinking that we have utterly 
perished — the Holy Spirit saith, by His pro- 
phet, that the Lord God will wipe away the ^^^^^7-i^- 

A6 V • Vll« X I • 

tears from our faces, and from those of all His 
people ; and the rebuke of His people shall He 
take away from off all the earth, for the Lord 
haih spoken it. The dishonour, therefore, 
and the reproach will be for those who inflict 
them — the slanders for the slanderers — and 
the hatred of those who hate us will recoil upon 
themselves. Condemnation shall abide with 
those who condemned ; wrath, cursings, and 
death, with the murderers. But for the faith- 
ful there will be deliverance from all adver- 
sity — all that obscured their righteousness and J ^^^^^ "i- 
holiness shall be destroyed; and being entirely ^sa. xxv. 
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lifted up out of the power of their enemies, 
they shall be where there is no more death, 
neither sorrow nor crying. But the throne of 
God and of the Lamb shall be there, and 
His servants shall serve Him, and they shall 

Rev. xxii. see His face, and His name shall be in their 
foreheads, and the Lord Grod shall give them 
light, and they shall reign for ever and ever. 
This being the case, what loss is it to quit 
this dark prison of the body, and to leave this 
world where all is corruptible ? Shall we fear 
those who put us to death, when we know 
what an exchange we make in thus dying? 
that corruption puts on incorruption, mor- 
tality changes into immortality, poverty into 
riches, dishonour into honour, bondage into 
freedom, disgrace into glory, sorrow into joy, 
solitude into being for ever with the Lord I 
Why should we refuse to be separated from 

HeK xiL this wicked generation, that we may go unto 
Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living 
God, the heavenly •Jerusalem, and to an in- 
numerable company of angels, to the general 
assembly and church of the First-born, where 
the will of God is done without contradiction ! 
Are we fearful of attaining to this happiness, 
for which we were born and redeemed, where 
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we shall be perfect in holiness, and entirely 
conformed to the image of the Lord who 
redeemed us? Let us cast away, then, all 
vain fears of present evils, and of those who 
inflict them upon us, and let us shelter our- 
selves in Jesus Christ, who, having ascended 
to heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Heb. i. 3. 
Majesty on high, with His hand outstretched 
to receive us unto Himself. We shrink from 
the flame kindling upon us as from a thing 
impossible to endure, and in this is manifest 
the infinite cruelty of the persecutors of the 
gospel in these days, who burn the faithful 
by slow degrees, in order to increase their 
torments, and to take greater vengeance upon 
them. Our blind and carnal minds ask, how 
is it possible that our patience can endure 
such cruelty ? What is this but blasphemy, 
by which the infinite power and supreme 
goodness of God, in dealing with His own 
people, is denied 1 It is, in fact, to separate 
ourselves from the cross, to which the eternal 
Father lovingly calls us, that He may glorify 
us with Christ. Let us not listen, or give 
credit to such blasphemies. Men easily 
suffer that which brings no trial upon them. 
No harm can come to us from the torment of 
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fire, of whichwehave8oinuchhorror,butitwill 
bring us to great blessing. Ought we not then 
to believe that sufficient patience will be given 

Job V. 19. Tag tQ endure it ? The Lord shall deliver thee 
in six troubles, yea, in seven there shall no 
evil touch thee. The seventh is the final one 
of death. Then, when all .evils seem to be 
gathered together, when our enemies have 
reached the climax of their power, and think 
they have gained the victory, and that we are 
overcome and swallowed up by all these trials^ 
the Holy Spirit testifies that no evil shall 
touch us. Why, then, should our patience be 
so weak and powerless that it cannot endure 

Markix. them? All things are possible to him that 

believeth, saith the Lord. It is, therefore, 

possible to be patient in the midst of the 

fire, and to endure it with great firmness, as 

the saints did in old time, and do also now. 

The words of the apostle are always true. 

1 Cor X. God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be 
* 

tempted above that you are able, but will, 

with the temptation, make a way to escape, 

that ye may be able to bear it. Whence it 

is manifest that Christian patience overcomes, 

not only death by fire, but also the most cruel 

kinds of death which tyrants can inflict. 



KPISTOLA CONSOLATORIA. 209 

Because God will not for their cruelty change 

His word, nor fail to administer a secret 

power to His own, with which to overcome 

tyrants, death, hell, devils, and all the worst 

enemies. Jesus Christ, our High Priest, is full 

of compassion; and in that He himself hath 

suffered, being tempted. He is able to succour Heb:iv.i4. 

them that are tempted, as the apostle saith. 

If Jesus Christ, in whom we believe, and for 

whom we suffer, knows by experience our 

griefs and sorrows ; and is not only powerful 

and good to help us, but suffers together with 

us, as the head with its members, will He be 

so weak that He cannot endure the fire ? and 

will He not aid us in the midst of it, when He Acts ix. 5. 

it is who chiefly suffers, when we suffer ? 

Do we fear that God will, perhaps, forsake 

us, when, for the confession of His holy name, 

ungodly men have cast us into the midst of 

the fire ? Why, is God like those forgetful 

lovers, who love only in word, and not in deed 

and in truth ? Assuredly, we greatly wrong 

His goodness and His love, in thinking that 

He will forsake us in our greatest need. This 

is not to estimate the goodness of God, as the 

Holy Spirit teaches us by Isaiah, saying: Thus isa. xliii. 

saith the Lord that created thee. Fear not, for 
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I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by 
thy name ; thou art mine. When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with thee ; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee : 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt 
not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle 
upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy Saviour. God hath always 
in remembrance the blessing He bestowed on 
us in calling us, having made us partakers of 
His redemption, and adopted us as His. 
children. Thus He never leaves us, and when, 
in the judgment of the world, He most seems 
Ps. xci to have forsaken us, — ^when we are in the 
Ps. MxiiL midst of the fire — even then is He most pre- 
sent with us, tempering the fury of the flame, 
that it may not harm us. He is the God of 
His people, and He will keep and defend them 
in all time of tribulation. If the gates of hell 
Mat. xvi. cannot prevail against them, how can material 
fire do so? K eternal death has no power 
against them, how can that which is temporal 
and momentary have any ? Does God deliver 
them from great evils, in order to let them 
perish in little ones ? 
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ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR 
THE GOOD OF THE RIGHTEOUS, 

Fire and all created things are instruments of 
good to the children of God, and are also His 
weapons for the revenge of His enemies. It 
is said of the fire, " it did even forget his 
own strength, that the righteous might be 
nourished ; for the creature that serveth Thee, 
who art the Maker, increaseth his strength 
against the unrighteous for their punishment, 
and abateth his strength for the benefit of 
such as put their trust in Thee." 

The righteous do not receive injury, neither 
are they consumed in the fire, by virtue of the 
confidence they have in God, and all creatures 
unite with one accord in ministering to their hos. ii. 18. 
salvation, and in dealing with them lovingly 
and tenderly ; for they cannot fail to do good 
to that which is so beloved and favoured of 
God. Gold is not consumed in the fire, but 
refined and purified from all that detracts from 
its value, and is thereby made of more intrin- 
sic worth, and more precious. Even so the 
Christian is not burnt in the fire, but all that 
disfigured his Christianity is burnt and con- 
sumed, and he attains to a higher standard. 
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and more perfect beauty. So that the force 
of the fire which we see, when the children of 
God suffer, is not spent on them, but on that 
which is against them, and they are not con- 

Exod. iii 2. sumed. They are like the bush that Moses 
saw, which burned and was not consumed, be- 
cause God was in it. Fire has power to burn, 
and utterly to consume, — ^but whom ? ' The un- 
godly, the unjust, and also those who kindle 
it : they appear to men to be alive and with- 
out hurt, but in reality, in the sight of Gt)d, 
they are consumed and burnt by that very fire^ 
though they do not believe it, or think that it 
is so. When the prophet Daniel was cast into 

Dan. vi. ^^^ j^n of lions, because he believed in his 
God, they did not touch him, or do him harm ; 
because God, to whom he prayed, and in whom 
he trusted, delivered him. But when those 
who had been the instruments of his condem- 
nation and torment, were thrown to the same 
lions, they brake all their bones in pieces or 
ever they came at the bottom of the den. 

Dan. iii. The three young men in Babylon — Shad- 
rach, Meshach, and Abednego— who would not 
worship the image of impious Nebuchadnezzar, 
did not perish; and when threatened by him with 
the cruel death of fire, they said ; We are not 
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careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be 
so, our God, whom we serve, is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and He will de- 
liver us out of thine hand, king. But if not, 
be it known unto thee, king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image 
that thou hast set up. When for this cause 
they were cast into the fiery furnace, not only 
did they not receive any hurt, but the flames 
and smoke did them no harm ; and they were 
refreshed and strengthened by the presence of 
the Son of God, who was with them in the 
burning fiery furnace, while the flame of the 
fire slew those men who cast them into it. 
Thus the servants of God, purified like fine 
gold, are enabled to confess and sing His praises 
in the midst of the furnace. Neither fire, nor 
all the other elements, can do harm to the 
children of God, but are rather employed on 
their behalf; there is no reason to fear, or to 
shrink from the holy cross of the Lord, where- 
by it is His will to test and purify us, in order 
that all the ashes of our corruption may be 
consumed, that God may be glorified, and that 
we may be enriched with His glory. 

Whatsoever things were written aforetime, Rom.xv.4. 
were written for our learning, that we, through 
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patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might 
have hope. That which then took place, both 
with the servants of God and with their 
enemies, we well know was the same as that 
which both the one and the other have to 
pass through now. Nothing can harm 
Joby. those who trust in God, but all is made to 
Horn, viii. work for their good ; whije to those who are 
enemies of the gospel, everything brings evil, 
and they always perish in the very same de- 
struction in which they have sought to place 
the just. Therefore, let us be imitators of 
those holy men of Babylon, who, despising 
torments, threatenings, and death, did not 
draw back, or do anything contrary to the reli- 
gion of God, at the command of the impious 
king ; and who, having honoured God, and 
been faithful to Him, were also honoured by 
Him — He himself being with them, to console 
and give them mighty deliverance, so that 
they were not disappointed of their hope. God 
does, and will do, likewise with all those that 
Mat. xi. are faithful to Him. Then let us not fear the 
power of kings, the cruelty and tyranny of in- 
quisitors and judges, the torment of scourging, 
the calumny of men, or any other evil, lest, 
in doing so, we renounce our faith, and the 
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knowledge of the Son of God ; but let us fear Mat. x. 

• 18—20 

God, who can deliver us from the hands of 
tyrants, and from all their tortures. Although 
we may not seethe deliverance with our bodily 
eyes, let us not therefore consent with these 
men, follow their ungodliness, worship the 
creature, or trust in any but the Creator. Let Deut. xii 
us not accept any rule for serving Him but that 
of His Word, neither let us regard as service 
to God anything which is not done according 
to His Word through the Spirit. Let us not 
fear men, but the Creator only. Let us not 
look at the things which are seen, but at 
those which are not seen. Let us not be 
terrified by the cruelty of man, but let us adore 
the goodness and clemency of our God. His 
truth never fails, therefore in all things let 
us be true to Him, and loving followers of 
His will. Let us not forget that He foreknew 
and elected us, that we might be conformed to 
the image of His Son ; and let us always 
remember, that He called us by peculiar 
mercy, while others were left in the condem- 
nation in which we ourselves were ; and being Rom. iii. 
sinners. He justified us freely by His grace, 
washing us from our sins in the blood of Christ, i Cor. vi. 
that we might be holy in His sight. Let us Bph. i. 7. 
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remember His love towards us in Christ, even 
when we were enemies to Him ; and that, in 
order to pardon ns, He laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all, and delivered Him up to death, in 
order that sin, which held us in death, might 
be by Him destroyed, and that thus we might 

Rom. yiii. have life in Him. Having loved us when we 

Kom. V. '^^re enemies. He loves us much more now 
that we are reconciled to Him, and made 
children of His mercy. And loving us so 
tenderly. He desires to glorify us with Christ. 
In all that He does, he has this end in view, 
and therefore it is His will, that, suflfering 
whilst we live, and being partakers of the 
cross and death of Christ, we may likewise 

Rom. vi. partake of His resurrection and glorifica- 
tion ; and that, suflfering with Him here, we 

2 Tim. ii. may also reign with Him, for we must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of 

Acts adv. God. Therefore, closing our eyes to all 
that can hinder our being glorified with 
Him, and giving no ear to the reasonings 

g®t K of the fiesh and of the world, let us run 

Heb. xii. ' 

with patience the race set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our 
faith, who, for the joy set before Him, en- 
dured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
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set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. For consider Him that endured such con- 
tradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be 
wearied and faint in your minds ; and labouring ^ ^^^ . 
fervently, let us take no rest, till we obtain 24-27. 
the treasure of the bliss of heaven, which is 
the prize offered, not to those who only begin, m^rk xUi. 
but to those who persevere in the knowledge 
and obedience of the truth unto the end. 

Let us not lose sight of the admonition of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in which He exhorts 
all His people, saying : In your patience pos- j^^^ ^^i 
sess ye your souls, and be ye wise as serpents, J^^^ ^ ^^ 
and harmless as doves. May we be so pru- 
dent, that, before all things, we seek the glory 
and honour of Christ, our Redeemer. May 
our prudence not be cunning craftiness and 
malice, like the prudence of the world; may it 
be that of knowing the will of God and being Rom. 
guided by His Spirit in all that we do or 
suffer. May we be so harmless that we have 
none of the gall of bitterness, hatred, and en- 
mity of the men who are our enemies ; and let 
not our simplicity be ignorance, stupidity, or 
boorishness, for this is not what becomes us 
as Christians^ nor is it the simplicity of the 
gospel. 



xu. 
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Rev.iii.i6. Let US not be lukewann or cold in the work 
of the Lord, but, with fervent zeal for God, 
with knowledge and Christian modesty, let us 
pursue our holy vocation, being all of one 

Phil. ii. 2. mind in Christ. Let us all and each one con- 
fess Jesus Christ everywhere, but let it be 
for edification, without throwing pearls before 

Mat. vii. swine, or giving that which is holy unto the 
dogs. Let your speech be always seasoned 

061. iv. 6. with the salt of knowledge, of faith, and of 

^ ^^' * the "Word of God, that it may be pleasing and 

acceptable to those who hear it. Let it not 

2 Tim. ii. be uscd to ridiculc the ignorant and blind, or 
to complain of those who are still in the 
darkness of error and in bondage under the 
power of the devil ; but, with gravity and 
Christian honesty, in the fear of the Lord, 
handle the "Word with all honour and rever- 

1 Pet. ii. ence, that the mouths of evil-speakers and 
calumniators may be stopped, and that they 

iCor. vi. may be constrained to confess that God 
abideth in us. Look at that which St Pet^r 

1 Pet. iv. gaith : If any man speak, let him speak as 
the oracles of God, and let him not speak with 
the lips only, but let it come forth from the 
heart. When we speak, may it be because we 
have believed, and not heard only ; for God is 
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not satisfied with our having His "Word on our Ps. cxvi. 
tongues ; He would have it imprinted on our 2 Cor. iv. 

... 13 

hearts, and thence rise to our lips, that it may 
not happen to us as unto many who, having 
it only on their lips, when they have to con- 
fess Jesus Christ before His enemies, readily 
deny Him, draw back, and are offended in Him, Markiv.17. 
and are the cause of hindrance to others. 

Let us keep in mind that the religion which 
we profess, and which came down from heaven, 
is not the religion of men who content them- 
selves with flattering words ; it is of God, 
who demands the heart as the first and chief prov. 
thing, and then all the rest. Let us give ear 
to that which the apostle saith : Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked. If God has or- Gal. vi. 7. 
dained that we confess Jesus Christ openly, 
and that we suffer for His righteousness' sake, 
let us so do it that the admonition of St Peter i pet. iv. 
may be fulfilled in us. Let us live a life so ' ' 
holy, and so worthy of the Lord who called us, 
that none of us may suffer as a murderer, as a 
thief, as an evil-doer, or for blasphemy, adul- 
tery, and sacrilege, or for being a slanderer 
and a coveter of the things of others. Beware 
that none give just occasion to our adversaries 
for afflicting us ; because, if we suffer for hav- 
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ing committed any of [these crimes, we dis- 
honour and do great wrong to our Father in 
heaven. For being His children, He is dis- 
honoured and blasphemed through us, by whom 
He must be honoured and sanctified, for He 
iThess. iv. called us in order that we might hallow His 
Mat. vL 9. holy name. Let us so rule ourselves that the 
wicked may have no reason for persecuting us, 
except that we hate the evil and choose the good ; 
let us seek and desire the light which they shun, 
and flee from the darkness which they love. 

Let us so walk that they may have no cause 
to hate us, except that we do not walk in las- 
civiousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, 
banquetings, and abominable idolatries, and 
do not run with them to the same excess of 
riot, or wish to resemble them in anything. 
John iii They cannot endure the light of God which is 
in us, because it makes manifest all their 
wickedness and vice, as the sun reveals and 
disperses the darkness and obscurity of the 
night. Let us also guard ourselves from being 
like many, who are so wise and prudent, that 
all their effort is, to suffer nothing for Jesus 
Christ, or for His Church ; and who, being full 
of worldly wisdom, consider themselves to be 
Christians, who have the mind of the Spirit. 
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As if God knew not how to take the wise in 
their own craftiness, and as if Jesus Christ Ps. xoiv. 
could approve that the gospel should be to 1 9. 
them as a palace ; and that they should bury Luke xix! 
the talents which he has given to each one, in 
order that he may employ them, and augment 
the possessions of His Lord. 

This being so, we see many, who make a 
perverse use of the knowledge which God has 
given them, and who are satisfied with serving 
God in such a way, that they are constrained 
each day to bend the knee to Baal, and openly Rom. i. 
to deny Jesus Christ, being ashamed of Him 
and of His gospel. Not content with the dis- 
honour which the gospel thus receives through 
them, and the offence which they give to the 
foolish and ignorant, they, with great boldness 
and obstinacy, judge and condemn the inno- 
cent, who are firm and faithful in maintaining 
the faith which they have in Jesus Christ, and 
who gladly give their lives for it. Let us flee 
from such as these ; let us not approve their 
counsel and prudence, neither let us follow 
their works. For their object in all this is 
secretly to separate us from the cross of Christ, Mat. xxvi. 
and from being glorified with Him. Let these 
go their way, but let us walk in the path of 
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Christ, to which we are called. Let ns not 
abuse the goodness and grace of God, or use 
it as a cloak for iniquity and vice, or give 
license to those evil desires which He commands 
iPet.iLi6. us by His Spirit to restrain ; but let us mortify 
(JoL iii 5. our members which are upon the earth, and 
put off the old and corrupt Adam. And as 
in time of tribulation, when we are tempted on 
the left hand, we have need to pray always unto 
God, and thus to gather strength, that we may 
p«. xo. not fall under the weight of our afflictions or 
grow faint in the work of the Lord ; so we 
must remember, that we have not less, but far 
greater, need of the same resource in time 
of prosperity. For it is much more difficult to 
maintain the same steadfastness in the day of 
prosperity than in adversity, and to overcome 
the temptations which come from the right 
than from the left hand. Amongst the people 
of Israel, in whom human life is set before us 
as in a mirror, we find striking examples of 
this, and especially in David, who, when he 
was in prosperity, was unfaithful to God, and 
committed the grievous crimes of adultery and 
murder. Therefore, if it should be our portion 
to be in peace, and exactly as we would desire to 
be, without persecution, tribulation, or adver- 
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sity, let us beware that we forget not the Lord; 
but let us remember the days of anguish and 
adversity, and, in the land of Canaan, let us 
keep in memory the captivity of Egypt. 

Let us watch and pray more diligently than 
ever. Let us not flatter or assure ourselves in 
our own conceit, neither let us slumber in 
Egypt, promising ourselves rest. Let us be 
always like skilful navigators : if the winds 
cease, and there be no tempest for a time, let 
us not fail to be ever on the watch, preparing 
for the tribulations and tempests which must 
come, that they may not find us unprovided 
with the word of promise and of confidence in Mat. vii. 
the Lord, which we need. Because your adver- 
sary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, i Pet. v. 
seeking whom he may devour : whom resist, ^' ^' 
steadfast in the faith. Let us remember the 
days of Noah and Lot's wife, and let us fear Mat. xxiv. 
lest, when they say. Peace and safety, sudden 
destruction come upon us, as travail upon a i Thess. v. 
woman with child, and we fall like birds into 
a net. For when we least expect it, some hor- 
rible tempest may arise, which will overturn 
and consume all. Let us be like prudent 
soldiers, well practised in war, who are not 
forgetful of their duty in the field, but are 
always in line, and ever ready for the call to 



224 BPISTOLA C0K80LAT0BIA. 

arms; because they know, that the enemy will 
do its utmost to take them by surprise, when 
they think themselves most secure. 

Let us be ever on the alert, depending 
always on the Lord, and when persecutions 
afrise, and we are oppressed by poverty, 
misery, calumny, and other calamities, may 
we know, first, that we have well deserved to 
be visited with far greater evils than any that 
we can suffer ; and, secondly, that our great 
remedy is, to turn to the Lord with true 
penitence and confession of the sins we 
have committed against Him, to pray with 
sure confidence, and to ask His pardon for 
them. May we be steadfast, and not waver in 
our belief of the truth, on account of anything 
that we see outwardly. For the enemies of 

P8.ix. the gospel, since the beginning, have all 
miserably perished. Already the evils that 
they inflicted on the faithful are forgotten. 
But those who persevered unto the end, and 
did not separate themselves from the Lord, are 
held in everlasting remembrance before Him. 
What became of Cain, Nimrod, Saul, Sen- 

Ps. cxi. nacherib, and so many Roman emperors ? 

i8a.*xxxvi. What was the end of Herod, Antiochus, Ahaz, 

2 chron. Zcdckiah, Ahab, and others like them, who 
^ ' persecuted and killed Grod's faithful people? 
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Their memory has perished with them. For 
by the power of that "Word which they opposed, 
they were all destroyed. Therefore let us not 
be dismayed, for however great and powerful 
our persecutors may be, still mightier is God 
who defends us : " But mighty men shall be 
mightily tormented." 

Let us follow with all meekness and gentle- 
ness the example of Jesus Christ. And if we 
should die, like sheep from the rage of wolves, 
let us not be dismayed, since we are sure that we 
shall rise again in immortality with the Prince i Pet. v. 4. 
of Shepherds, Jesus Christ. For He that raised 
up Christ from the dead, shall also quicken Rom. viii. 
your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwell- 
eth in you. 

Although, in this life, we may be so evil Ps. xdn. 

entreated and persecuted by the wicked, let us 

not think, as they do, that God is asleep, and Ezek. vii. 

does not behold the things of earth ; but let 

us believe that He watcheth over us, for He 

that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor pg. di. 

sleep. Although the tribunals are unjust, 

and the faithful are wronged and condemned 

in them, because they follow the truth which 

came down from heaven, we know that there Ps. xxxvu. 

is another judgment-seat, where Otod is the 

p 



226 EPISTOLA CONSOLATORIA. 

Judge who jndgeih righteously. He will re- 
pair all our wrongs, will condemn those who 
condemned us, and give them their portion 
Mat.xxiiL with the hypocrites. God has constituted 
His faithftd people judges of the ungodly, 
who now condemn them, as it is written by 
Mat. xix. St Matthew. Let us suffer patiently the con- 
demnation which they now inflict on us, since 
in time to come we shall judge them, in order 
that, by the truth which they condemn in us, 
they may be for ever condenmed, and the con- 
demnation which they now inflict pronounced 
void, as being unjust and crueL 

Let us not be terrified to see how they are 
increased that trouble us, or how many rise up 
against us, neither let us be dismayed that we 
are so feeble and so few. Let us content our- 
selves that we are made acceptable unto God, 
and that He beholds us in Christ, for whose 
sake we have found grace in His sight, and that 
all the saints who have gone before us have 
walked by that faith which we follow. " The 
Lord doth scourge them that come near unto 
Him, to admonish them. ' ' Righteous Abel was 
Gen. iv. persecuted and killed by his brother. Noah 
Gen. ix. was mocked by his son Ham. How many and 
xii£ Sv.', how great were the tribulations which holy 
x^"^' ' Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, suffered ! 
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How tormented and afflicted was Lot in Gen. xix. 
Sodom! What anguish did Isaac endure, when 
he was going to he offered up as a sacrifice hy Gen. xxii. 
his father at the command of God I How per- 
secuted was Jacob by his brother Esau ! How 
countless were the tribulations Moses suffered Num. xvi. 

Num. xxvi. 

for being faithful to God ! How the Philis- Ps. ixxvUi. 

1 ^ . Judges xvi, 

tines tormented Sampson, even unto putting 
out his eyes. What did not Job suffer, per- Joi). "• 
secuted both by friends and by enemies I How 
harassed and pursued was Elijah by that^.^^^fi^ 
accursed Jezebel, and by King Ahab, her 
wicked husband I What evils and afflictions 
had David, who was so beloved of God, to 
endure ! How much the apostles suffered I 
What martyrs and sufferers from persecution 
were the prophets ! All the fury of the devil 
and of the world was spent on Jesus Christ, 
even unto taking away His life. Death main- 
tained no hold on Him, but having triumphed 
over it. He now reigns in glory ; and all those 
who have taken up their cross and followed 
Him are now glorified in Him. Although we 
are few in number, let us be faithful, since 
Jesus Christ is our victory. And although Eom. viii 
they who persecute ns are so many and so 
great, they must perish in the end. Those 
who went before them, and who/v^x^ ^'^^aft.- 
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cutors of the apostles and prophets, and of 
Mat xxiii. all the Servants of God, perished. For the 
present, they see nothing of this; they 
neither see our glory, nor do they know their 
own perdition, but we see both the one and 
the other in the Word of God, which we have 
believed ; and we are as sure of our glory, 
and of their perdition, if they persist in evil, 
as we are of the reality of our afflictions. 
They, arrested by the judgment of God, 
subject already to eternal condemnation, and 
feeling in themselves their own perdition, 
— ^now concealed by laughter and mirth — 
seeing also our blessedness, are constrained 
to confess both the one and the other, and to 
bear public testimony to the truth for which 
we suffer, to their still greater condemnation. 
" Then shall the righteous man stand in 
great boldness, before the face of such as have 
afflicted him, and made no account of his 
labours. When they see it, they shall be 
troubled with terrible fear, and shall be 
amazed at the strangeness of his salvation, 
so far beyond all that they looked for. And 
they, repenting and groaning for anguish of 
spirit, shall say within them3elves. This was 
he whom we had sometimes in derision, and a 
proverb of reproac\i* ^ ^ feQ\& wicounted his 
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life madness ; and his end to be without hon- 
our. How is he numbered among the children 
of God, and his lot is among the saints ! 
Therefore have we erred from the way of 
truth, and the Light of righteousness hath not 
shined unto us, and the Sun of righteousness 
rose not upon us. We wearied ourselves in 
the way of wickedness and destruction : yea, 
we have gone through deserts, where there 
lay no way ; but as for the way of the Lord, 
we have not known it. What hath pride pro- 
fited us ? or what good hath riches, with our 
vaunting, brought us ? All those things are 
passed away like a shadow, and as a post that 
hasted by, and as a ship that passeth over 
the waves of the water, which, when it is 
gone by, the trace thereof cannot be found." 
So we also, directly we were born, went astray, 
and were unable to leave any trace of goodness, 
but were consumed in our iniquity. 



VAIN IS THE PROSPERITY OF THE 

WICKED. 

The hope of the ungodly is like the chaff p». i. 
which the wind driveth away, and like the 
remembrance of the guest who tarrieth but 
a day. 
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THE JUST SHALL LIVE AND REIGN 

FOR EVER. 

Thb just shall live for evermore. The Lord 
is their recompense, and the Most High their 
defence. They shall receive the kingdom with 
honour, and a diadem of beauty from the hand 
of the Lord; He will cover them with His 
right hand, and defend them with His holy 
arm as with a shield. 

We see already those who persecute us, 
for the truth's sake, forced to confess that 
they have been fools, and are lost, and thus 
approve the cause for which we suffer. And 
since our enemies acknowledge our righteous- 
ness, and condemn themselves as unrighteous, 
they give manifest testimony, even now, that 
our cause is such as they shall then confess it 
to be; and that we are, through Jesus Christ, 
what they will then see that we are — our por- 
tion being the same with that of the saints 
who are already with God. Therefore, my 
brethren, beloved in the Lord, let us perse- 
vere unto the end in Jesus Christ; and let ns 
not faint until we have entered the eternal 
kingdom. For the saints, our brethren, who 
have gone before and are with Christ, are 
awaiting us, that we may be partakers with 
them in the joys oi'^e«Nevi\ J^wia Christ, our 
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righteousness, awaits us, that He may crown 
us with glory. Short is the prosperity of our 
adversaries, as they themselves bear witness ; 
shorter still are our adversities and persecu- 
tions, for they endure but a moment, as the 
Holy Spirit testifies by Esaias to the congre- 
gation of the faithful, who are under the cross : 
^' For a small moment have I forsaken thee ; Ib*. Hv. 
but with great mercies will I gather thee. In ' ' ' 
a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
moment ; but with everlasting kindness will 
I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy 
Redeemer. For the mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed ; but my kindness shall 
not depart from thee, neither shall the cove- 
nant of my peace be removed, saith the Lord 
that hath mercy on thee." Here God affirms 
/to us that our tribulations are but for a 
moment; that His mercy and peace are 
with us for ever and ever ; and that although 
all may perish, yet this blessing which He 
promises to us can have no end. Then let us 
not exchange the everlasting peace and mercy 
of God for the brief prosperity of the wicked. 
Let us leave them to reign and prosper, for 
the higher they exalt themselves against God 
so much the greater will be their fall. When 
the wicked spring as the grass, and. ^\vfeTi ^SSl'^^ "^^^"^ 
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the workers of iniquity do flourish, it is that 
they shall be destroyed for ever. The pros- 
perity which they now have is a dream, from 

isa. xxix. which, when they awake, they shall find them- 
selves lost, and, as it were, without arms and 
hands. Let us endure the moment of adver- 
sity, which is our portion, with steadfast hope 
in God, who hath sworn that He will not be 
wrath with us for ever, nor remove His mercy 
from us. And since through Christ He is our 
everlasting Father, let us be to Him faithful 
children, at all times and in all places. Hav- 
ing won the victory, and given up life for His 
sake, we shall find it safe and sound in Hin^ 
free from all dangers ; and we shall hear from 
His blessed Ups those words with which He 
will receive each one of His own, " Well done, 

Mat. XXV, good and faithful servant ; thou hast been 
faithful over a few things, I will make thee 
ruler over many things : enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord." 

1 Pet. V. The God of all grace, who hath called us unto 
His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that 
ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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